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7 ADVOCACY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

7.1 HIDDEN VALLEY AND WALLAN DISTRICT MEN'S SHED 
Author: Buffy Leadbeater - Coordinator Community Development/Youth 

Services   
File No: CS/12/085 
Attachments: 1. Men’s Shed collateral wrap up       
 

 
SUMMARY 
Mitchell Shire Council has undertaken extensive community consultation investigating 
the support for the construction of a Men's Shed facility located at the Village Green 
Reserve, 238 Hidden Valley Blvd, Hidden Valley. 

A men's shed is a community-based, not for profit and non-commercial organisation 
that is accessible to all men. The primary activity is to provide a safe and friendly 
environment where men can work on meaningful projects at their own pace in the 
company of other men. A major objective is to advance the wellbeing and health of 
participants. 

Consultation conducted in February 2020 indicates strong support for the construction 
of a Men’s Shed facility at 238 Hidden Valley Blvd, Hidden Valley. This construction is 
based on the successful application for the Men’s Shed to the annual DHHS Men’s 
Shed Funding round.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT Council: 
1. Support the Hidden Valley and Wallan District Men’s Shed application for the 

DHHS Men’s Shed grant. 
2. Resolve to provide a lease arrangement to the HVaWD on property number 

238 Hidden Valley Blvd, Hidden Valley for the purpose of the construction of a 
Men’s Shed facility. 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Men's Shed Program is a funding program ($1m p/a) offered through DHHS for 
the construction of new sheds or refurbishment of existing sheds to support the Men’s 
Shed model. 

Under the funding round, men’s shed groups can apply for a grant of up to $80,000, 
for the construction of a new men’s shed or the replacement, extension or 
refurbishment of an existing shed. There is a requirement to match the funding 2:1 (for 
example if a grant of $30,000 is sought, the total project cost would be at least 
$45,000). The applicant will need to provide a contribution of at least $15,000 towards 
the project from other sources.  
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In May 2019 the newly formed Hidden Valley and Wallan District Men’s Shed (HVaWD) 
approached Council with the aim of identifying a site for a potential Men’s Shed facility 
in Hidden Valley.  

Unfortunately, at this time a lack of community engagement support for the 
construction of a shed was identified by Council officers and therefore in July 2019 a 
report was presented to Council with the recommendations to:  

1. Resolve to postpone the application for the 2019 DHHS Men’s Shed grants 
2. Use the next six months to explore three land parcels across Wallan and Hidden 

Valley for use as a Men’s Shed as well as undertake community engagement 
In January/February 2020 consultation was undertaken with the community regarding 
the use of 238 Hidden Valley Blvd, Hidden Valley to accommodate a Men’s Shed 
facility. The consultation also included the potential to upgrade the park space to 
include the addition of toilet facilities at the park.  
 

ISSUES AND DISCUSSION 
The construction of the Men’s Shed facility at 238 Hidden Valley Blvd, Hidden Valley 
will significantly decrease the footprint of public park and recreation open space. 
Community consultation regarding the site has been undertaken and indicated strong 
support for this development.  
 
Under the restrictions of the Section 173 Agreement in Hidden Valley, the shed is not 
to be constructed of corrugated iron. This shed would need to be rendered with a tiled 
roof, increasing the cost of the shed to approximately $100k requiring a 2:1 investment 
from the Hidden Valley Men’s Shed. Currently no co-contribution has been raised nor 
in-kind investment identified. 
 
It should be noted that in discussion with the Department of Health and Human 
Services there has been no confirmation that the annual Men’s Shed Grant Round will 
be progressing in light of the current COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Currently the Hidden Valley and Wallan District Men’s Shed Inc are operating out of a 
temporary facility gifted to them by the Wallan Gateway Church. It is anticipated that 
this facility will remain in operation as the Wallan sub-branch of the HVaWD Men’s 
Shed after the construction of a shed facility in Hidden Valley.  
 
The Wallan Classic Vehicle Club are still investigating opportunities for land availability 
for the construction of a shed to accommodate the needs of this large Community 
Group. Council staff will continue to liaise with the group.  
 

CONSULTATION 
Consultation with the community was open from 12 January through to 21 February 
2020. 
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Varying methods of engagement were undertaken to identify a cross section of the 
community, this included: 

• Media Release  
• Council News  
• Website Engagement  
• Social Media engagement  
• Engaging Mitchell Survey and project tab 

This engagement resulted in a total number of 313 people engaged, 92 people 
completing the survey and 13 people signed up to receive regular information 
regarding the proposed new shed.  

 
In evaluating survey answers, participant responses indicated support for the inclusion 
of a Men’s Shed facility and playground upgrade of 238 Hidden Valley Blvd Hidden 
Valley.  
  
Survey highlights include:  
 

• 74% of people completing the survey specified that they do not currently 
attend a Men’s Shed  

• 88.9% of survey respondent indicated they were more likely to access the 
reserve if a Men’s Shed and upgrades to the existing play space and toilets 
were introduced. 

• 87.7% of respondent were in favour of the reserve becoming a multi-use 
reserve 

• The age range for people participating in the survey was very diverse  
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FINANCIAL, RESOURCE AND ASSET MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS 
If a Men’s Shed is to be constructed on Public Park and Recreation Reserve the 
ongoing maintenance will become the responsibility of Council. As such it will be added 
to Council’s Asset Database, maintenance schedule and contract.  
 
Proposal for the upgrade of play space and toilet facilities located at 238 Hidden Valley 
Blvd, Hidden Valley would be drafted as an inclusion in the Capital Works Program. 
These works would be subject to consideration as part of the overall Capital Works 
program and may result in the withdrawal of additional projects within the Capital 
Works Budget.  
 
A Dial Before You Dig enquiry was obtain utility plans in this area to understand what 
services are currently available to the site and the approximate connection costs that 
may be expected for a new facility. Please note that costs are very high level and final 
costs may be influenced by the final location of the building on the site. 
 

Utility 
Service 

Status Cost allowance 
to connect to 
new building 

Electricity Available at the boundary of the site $5,000 

Water Available at the boundary of the site $5,000 

Sewer Sewer is available nearby to the South of the site, 
note this Sewer main will require extension to the 
site over the adjacent privately-owned land 
(approx. 50m). This will require a service 
easement over neighboring land and 
compensation may be payable (not included in 
costings). 
Depending on the siting of the new building, up to 
50m of sewer would also need to be laid within 
the site.  
Note: The presence of trees along the desired 
alignment may also complicate installation and 
add additional costs. 

$50,000 

Gas Available at the boundary of the site $5,000 

 Total (excluding Gas) $60,000 
 
Note there may be a case to be made for Council to share some of these servicing 
costs if it were to decide to establish a public toilet on this reserve. The costs attributed 
to this public toilet project in the long-term program is currently $243,000. The 
estimated costs for renewal of play space equipment is $100,000. 
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On discussion with the HVaWD Men’s Shed a quote for the proposed HVaWD Men’s 
Shed was provided with indicative figures of co-contribution. (see below)  
 

Description  Supplier/Organisation  Amount  
Funding  Proposed DHHS – Men’s Shed Fund  $80,000 

Shed Quote  Black Ace Constructions (indicative 
costs only)  

$199,100 

In-Kind Contribution  Un-confirmed   $30,000 

Fundraising to date  Confirmed  $2,000 

Funds required  Not yet raised   $87,100 

* Further In-Kind contributions recognised will reduce the cash amount required for the 
construction of the HvaWD Men’s Shed. 

POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE IMPLICATIONS 
Local Context 
• Mitchell Shire Council Plan 2017-2021 
• Mitchell Shire Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan (MPHWP) 2017-2021 
• Mitchell Shire Social Justice Framework 2017-2021 
• Mitchell Shire Life Stages Strategy 2019 
• Mitchell Shire Council Community Engagement Framework 
• Mitchell Volunteer Framework 
• Mitchell 2020 Plan 
• Open Space Strategy 2013 - 2023 
• Play Space Strategy 2015 
• Parks and Open Space Asset Management Plan 2012  
• Environment Strategy 2014 - 2024 
• Community Leasing and Licensing Policy 2019 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 
Risk Ranking is determined using ROHS201-G1- Corporate Risk Matrix. Risk is 
identified as Low, Medium, High or Very High.   
 

Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within Existing 
Resources? 

There is a risk that the 
community will not utilise 
the building as 
anticipated and as a 
consequence the 
community protest the 
money expended 

Medium - Engage community in 
design 

- Advertise/promote 
engagement process 

Will need to 
employ others to 
survey and 
consult with 
community 

https://mitchellshire.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/OHS/EccWIY-lek5DuIh-bW6Z13IB2kvh__a7LYdzbgGaHDCiDQ?e=oBhlc8
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Risk Risk 
Ranking 

Proposed Treatments Within Existing 
Resources? 

- Allow for future 
expansion as community 
grows 

- Keep within budget to 
demonstrate value for 
money 

There is a risk that the 
2020 DHHS Men’s Shed 
funding round does not 
progress due to 
escalating obligations for 
DHHS surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic  

High  - HVaWD Mens Shed will 
need to postpone grant 
funding application and 
await next opportunity.  

- MSC will continue to 
engage with the HVaWD 
Mens shed promoting 
and supporting social 
inclusive activities to 
keep members engaged  

N/A 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL) 
Men’s Sheds aim to improve the health and wellbeing of Australian men. They address 
social isolation and boost men’s mental health in terms of feeling safe, making friends 
and sharing meaningful activities. 
Mitchell Shire Council MPHWP 
The environment we live, work and play in has significant impacts on our health and 
wellbeing. A healthy and vibrant community can bring many benefits to the health and 
wellbeing of Mitchell residents. The ability to engage in physical activity and have 
access to open space and leisure facilities are vital to preventing chronic diseases, 
public health emergencies as well as provide social connectedness. 

CHARTER OF HUMAN RIGHTS IMPLICATIONS   
The rights protected in the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 
were considered in preparing this report and it’s determined that the subject matter 
does not raise any human rights issues. 

CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE IMPLICATIONS 
Keeping Children Safe 
 
At Mitchell Shire Council we are committed to ensuring all children and young people 
reach their full potential as we strive to achieve our mission of working with our 
communities to build a great quality of life.   
 
We have zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and neglect towards children and young 
people. We will work actively to provide a safe environment in all our programs and 
services. We will ensure that any incidents of suspected child abuse will be acted upon 
appropriately and in accordance with our policy and legal obligations.   
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We are committed to the safety, participation and empowerment of all children and 
young people. Child protection is a shared responsibility by all councillors, employees, 
workers, contractors, volunteers, associates, and members of the community.  

OFFICER DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
No officers involved in the preparation of this report have any direct or indirect interest 
in this matter. 

CONCLUSION 
Consultation undertaken in January/February 2020 indicates support for a Men’s Shed 
facility to be constructed at 238 Hidden Valley Blvd, Hidden Valley. Further to this 
Hidden Valley and Wallan District Men’s Shed Incorporated are requesting support 
from Mitchell Shire Council for their application to the proposed 2020 DHHS Men’s 
Shed Grant. 
In anticipation of a successful application to this grant the HVaWD Men’s Shed 
Incorporated are requesting a lease arrangement to be formed with Mitchell Shire 
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