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Execut ive summary 

Her i tage places – indiv idual  s igni f icance 
There are thirteen (13) places of local significance to Mitchell Shire, as listed in Table 1. 
Appendix D contains the citations for the places of individual significance. Of these: 
! Nine (9) places are recommended for inclusion as individual places in the HO with no 

specific controls. Of these, two (2) places associated with the Harper family are 
recommended to share the same HO number because of their historic associations; 

! One (1) place (Oak, Dry Creek Crescent) is recommended for inclusion as individual 
places in the HO with tree controls to protect the significant tree; 

! One (1) place (Wandong Primary School) is recommended for inclusion as an 
individual place with the HO with tree and outbuildings controls to protect the 
significant Oaks, and to identify the shelter/storage shed as not being exempt from 
notice requirements; and 

! One (1) place (Government/Mathieson’s Quarry) is recommended for inclusion in the 
Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO). The SLO is considered a more appropriate 
control as this place does not include any significant buildings. 

! One (1) place (Fire Lookout Tree) is not recommended for inclusion in an overlay 
despite being of local historic significance. This is because the tree is now dead and 
the historic fabric to be ‘managed’ is limited to the metal footholds. Accordingly, 
interpretation alone is an appropriate means of identifying this place. 

The extent of the HO or SLO is usually the whole of the property as defined by the title 
boundaries, with the exception of: Smedley’s Farm Complex, Clonbinane; 37 Glenburnie 
Avenue, 159-61 Rail Street and 25 Range Avenue in Heathcote Junction; the Oak at Dry 
Creek Crescent, Wandong Primary School and the Government (Mathieson’s) Quarry in 
Wandong, and Mulberry Cottage in Waterford Park that have a reduced HO extent (see 
maps in Appendix D). 

HO309 Wandong precinct extension 
There are three (3) places of Contributory significance that are recommended for 
inclusion within the HO309 Wandong Heritage Precinct, as follows: 
! House, 10A Dry Creek Crescent; 
! Terra Cotta Lumber shed, 19 Wandong Avenue; and 
! House, 32 Wandong Avenue. 

Tab le  1  –  Her i tage  p laces  o f  loca l  s ign i f icance  

P lace  Name F ind ing  &  recommendat ion  
Fire Lookout Tree 
Ryan Rise, Clonbinane 

Local significance  
Interpretation only 

Smedley’s Farm Complex 
85 Smedley’s Lane, Clonbinane 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place with tree 
controls applied to the significant mature 
Elms 

Smalley House (former) 
37 Glenburnie Avenue, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Victorian Railways Stationmaster’s House 
121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 
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P lace  Name F ind ing  &  recommendat ion  
House 
159-61 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

No.4 Camp Office (former) 
25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

House 
45 Affleck Street, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Oak (adjacent to Dry Creek) 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Syd Harper House 
21 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place with 
outbuilding control applied to the former 
No.1 Camp hut 
(same HO number as ‘Blackwood’) 

‘Blackwood’ (Jack Harper House) 
33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place  
(same HO number as Syd Harper 
House) 

Wandong Primary School trees and shelter/storage 
shed 
39-51 Rail Street, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place with 
application of tree control to Oak trees 
and outbuilding control to shelter shed. 

Government Quarry (Mathieson’s Quarry) 
The Dene, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to SLO 

Mulberry Cottage 
16 Ryans Road, Waterford Park 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Archaeologica l  p laces 
Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) site cards have been prepared for seven (7) places, as 
listed in Table 2. Appendix E contains the site cards, which should be provided to 
Heritage Victoria (HV), for inclusion on the VHI. 

Tab le  2  –  Archaeo log ica l  p laces  

P lace  Name F ind ing  &  recommendat ion  
Wandong, Heathcote & Sandhurst Railway (Heathcote 
Junction to Kilmore section) 

Low archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Outbuilding and house site 
140 North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 

Medium archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Heather Farm 
2977 Epping-Kilmore Road, Heathcote Junction 

Medium archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Australian Seasoned Timber Co. site 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

High archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Timber Tramway (section) 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Low archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Coffee Palace site 
13 Rail Street, Wandong 

Medium archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

House sites 
780 Wandong Road, Wandong 

Low archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 
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Further assessment 
As noted in the site cards in Appendix E some sites (e.g., the timber tramways, and the 
branch railway line from Heathcote Junction to Kilmore) were only partially inspected. 
Further assessment of the uninspected sections of these places may be required in 
future, particularly if the heritage or archaeological values of the place are threatened by 
development or change of use. 

Interpretat ion 
Interpretive signs have been erected at a number of sites throughout Wandong including 
the timber tramway adjacent to Dry Creek Crescent, the site of the Australian Seasoned 
Timber Co. works, and the Terra Cotta Lumber houses at 14 & 16 Wandong Avenue. 
Other places that could be interpreted, perhaps as part of an extended history trail 
through Clonbinane, Wandong and Heathcote Junction include: 
! Fire Lookout Tree, Ryan Rise (Co-ordinates: 37°21.802’S, 145°04.869’E), Clonbinane 

(and potentially other sites in Clonbinane not assessed by this study including the site 
of the school, and post office); 

! Heathcote Junction Railway Station and stationmaster’s house*, and the branch 
railway route to Kilmore; 

! Lightwood Flat State School site and the site of the original St James Church*; 
! No.4 Camp Office (former), 25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction*; 
! Oak, Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong; 
! Harper family houses 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong*; 
! Terra Cotta Lumber Factory site, Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong*; 
! Wandong Railway Station, Rail Street; 
! Wandong Coffee Palace, 13-17 Rail Street*; 
! Wandong Primary School, 39-51 Rail Street;  
! Government (Mathieson’s) Quarry, The Dene, Wandong; 
! ‘Macsfield’ farmhouse site, 41 Wandong Avenue*; and 
! St James Anglican Church second site, Wandong Road, Wandong 
*Note: these are privately owned places. 
 



STAGE 2 FINDINGS + RECOMMENDATIONS 

7 
 

 

David Helms 
HERITAGE PLANNING 

1 Introduct ion 

1.1 Purpose 
Mitchell Shire is currently developing a structure plan for the communities of Wandong 
and Heathcote Junction, which will provide a vision on how the townships and their 
surrounds will continue to develop over the next 20 years.  
The structure plan requires consideration of ‘Post contact heritage’ and as an outcome 
of previous heritage studies and the Amendment C56 Panel Report a gap has been 
identified in the assessment of heritage places in Wandong & Heathcote Junction. 
Council prepared a list of 35 potential heritage places, which formed part of the brief for 
the study and eight places have been added to that list. Appendix A provides the full list 
of 43 places. 
The purpose of the Wandong and Heathcote Junction Heritage Gap Study is to assess 
these places. The project has been undertaken in two stages: 
! Stage 1 was a scoping stage and the key outcome was a summary report including a 

short-list of heritage places for full assessment in Stage 2; and 
! Stage 2 involved the full assessment of the places identified in Stage 1.  
This report provides the findings and recommendations arising from Stage 2. It provides 
an overview of the methodology used during this project (both stages), recording the 
decisions, findings and statutory recommendations made (e.g. inclusions on the HO or 
VHI). Also forming part of this report is: 
! The citations for heritage places of local heritage significance, and the site cards for 

archaeological places; and 
! The recommendations for new or amended heritage controls, and other actions 

arising from the assessment of places in Stage 2. 

Acknowledgements 
The assistance of the Wandong History Group (WHG), which provided information about 
the sites and the historic development of the Wandong, Heathcote Junction and 
Clonbinane districts and assisted with the site inspections, is gratefully acknowledged. 
Particular thanks are extended to Karen Christensen, Lynne Dore and Dianna Vidal. 

1.2 Approach and methodology 
This report has been prepared in accordance with the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Place of Cultural Significance, 2013 (the Burra Charter) and its guidelines using the 
Hercon criteria (refer Appendix A).  All terminology is consistent with the Burra Charter. 
The methodology and approach to this review and its recommendations was also guided 
by: 
! The VPP Practice Note Applying the Heritage Overlay (2012) (hereafter referred to as 

the ‘VPP Practice Note’); 
! Comments made by relevant Independent Panel reports and, in particular, the 

Advisory Committee report for the Review of Heritage Provisions in Planning Schemes 
(the Advisory Committee Report), which was completed in August 2007;  
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! Guidelines for using the Hercon criteria and significance thresholds prepared by 
Heritage Victoria and the Queensland Heritage Council; 

! Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys prepared by the Heritage 
Council of Victoria and Heritage Victoria. 

Stage 1 
Specifically, Stage 1 tasks included: 

Research 
Stage 1 commenced with a workshop attended by members of the Wandong History 
Group (WHG). Members provided an overview of the history of the Wandong and 
Heathcote Junction districts and the historic themes that they believe have been 
important in its development. The sites to be assessed were also discussed and further 
information and references obtained. 
Following on from this workshop the team members carried out limited research, as 
required using readily available sources to supplement the information provided by the 
WHG and Council in order to understand the historic development of places and their 
potential heritage values. 
To assist with the preliminary assessment of places an overview history of Wandong and 
Heathcote Junction was prepared (see section 2). This draft was reviewed and amended, 
as required, following the detailed assessment of places in Stage 2 (see below). 

Site visits 
In Stage 1, all of the places were, as far as possible inspected and documented, as 
required (see Study limitations, below). If thought likely that the place would meet the 
threshold of local significance then, as far as possible, this has been done in a manner 
that will avoid the need to re-visit during Stage 2. However, this was not possible for very 
complex sites (e.g. places with extensive archaeological deposits). Documentation has 
included at least one (and usually several) photograph/s and, where appropriate, 
maps/diagrams of significant features. 
Follow up field inspections were carried out in Stage 2, as required. This included the 
three additional places nominated by the WHG. 

Analysis – non-archaeological places 
Team members reviewed the information gathered about the place through the 
workshop, preliminary research and site inspection and undertook preliminary analysis 
(including comparisons with similar sites) to identify those places with highest potential 
for local significance using the Hercon criteria, and the places that potentially may fall 
below the threshold of local significance. 
Place records were created (or updated) in the Hermes database for all places. 

Analysis – archaeological places 
For archaeological sites our approach recognized that all historical archaeological sites in 
Victoria older than 50 years are listed in the Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) and team 
members have assessed the potential for each place to contain archaeological features 
or deposits, including sub-surface deposits – that is features or deposits that could yield 
information about the place through archaeological investigation. 
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The protection of VHI places under the Heritage Act is not dependent on an assessment 
of archaeological or cultural heritage significance, and it is therefore not necessary for 
places to meet the threshold of local significance in order to be included in the VHI. But, 
at the same time, archaeological places that are assessed in Stage 2 to be of local 
significance using the Hercon criteria may be recommended for inclusion in the HO. 
Places identified as possibly containing subsurface archaeological deposits were visited 
as part of Stage 1 of the project. Of these places, those that could be accurately located 
were recommended for further investigation in Stage 2 if the site inspection, discussion 
with WHG members and, in some cases, consultation with landowners, confirmed the 
possibility of deposits. To these were added a number of additional places identified 
through consultation with the WHG, fieldwork and research (see below). 

Study limitations 
On-site access was not possible for the following sites, which were viewed from a 
distance (i.e., nearby publicly accessible land): 
! Place 13 – Mathieson’s Quarry – viewed from nearby roadway 
! Place 25 – Clay pits, Lightwood Flats – viewed from railway reserve 
One place could not be located in Stage 1: 
! Place no. Lookout tree – Ryan’s Rise, Clonbinane. Information about this place 

including photographs and GIS coordinates was provided by the WHG. 
Two places (the timber tramway line that extends several kilometres into the forest 
around Mt Disappointment, and the railway reserve between Heathcote Junction and 
Kilmore) were not fully inspected along the whole of their length. Representative 
accessible sections of each place were inspected with the assistance of the WHG. 

Stage 2 
Place assessment – non archaeological sites 
Places have been assessed in accordance with the Burra Charter, Heritage Victoria 
guidelines and the VPP Practice Note using the methodology in Appendix C. Each 
assessment has involved the following:  
! Preparation of a place/precinct history. Primary sources consulted during the 

preparation of histories have included land title and subdivision information, rate 
records, newspaper articles, historic photographs (including aerial imagery), and wills 
and probate records, while secondary sources have included local histories and 
heritage studies (see section 2.5 for a list of key sources). Members of the WHG have 
provided oral histories for some places. Generally, a place history will document when 
the places was created, for what purpose, for and by whom (including the architect, if 
possible), and major changes in its physical form and/or use over time. Relevant 
extracts from the 2006 Thematic Environmental History have been included. 

! Description of the place, indicating the extent of the significant fabric, highlighting any 
features of particular note, intactness, and recording both contributory features (e.g., 
buildings, early and original fences, outbuildings and trees) as well as those features 
that have no heritage significance (e.g., recent outbuildings and extensions). 

! Comparative analysis of the places. This will be carried out efficiently as possible, by 
subdividing the shortlisted places into typological/thematic groups (noting that not all 
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places will fit within a group). Places from this study as well as those already on or 
proposed for the Heritage Overlay will be used as comparisons. These comparisons 
will be used to benchmark the places assessed, demonstrating clearly which ones 
meet the threshold of local significance.  

! Assessment of significance. For each place/precinct found to be of heritage 
significance, a statement of significance (SoS) will be prepared. In accordance with 
the VPP Practice Note: 
o The Hercon criteria have been used in the assessment of significance; 
o Significance levels used are local or State significance, noting that ‘local’ may mean 

significant to a locality; and 
o The SoS is in the ‘What?’ ‘How?’ and ‘Why?’ format with the reasons why a place is 

significant expressed in relation to the Hercon criteria. 
All Hermes citations, each illustrated by one or more photos, will be compiled in 
accordance with relevant guidelines.  

Assessment of archaeological places 
In Stage 2 additional site visits were conducted where necessary, and the history and 
land use of each of the potential sites was investigated to determine what deposits may 
have existed, and the extent to which these may have been disturbed or removed by 
subsequent land use.  
For those sites that were assessed as retaining archaeological potential, VHI cards were 
then prepared in line with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological 
Surveys produced by the Heritage Council of Victoria and Heritage Victoria (2014). These 
each contain administrative details, a description and history of the site together with an 
assessment of the site's archaeological potential and cultural heritage significance, and 
each is supported by historic images, historic and current mapping and current 
photographs. 

Final report 
This final report provides an overview of the methodology used during this project (both 
stages), recording the decisions, findings and statutory recommendations made (e.g. 
inclusions on the HO or other planning scheme overlay or VHI). The Hermes citations and 
VHI site cards form attachments to this final report. 
Recommendations for the application of the HO have been made in accordance with the 
guidelines set out in the VPP Practice Note. The HO is usually applied to the whole of the 
property as defined by the title boundaries. However, in accordance with the VPP 
Practice Note exceptions include large sites where the HO is applied only to the part of 
that site containing the significant buildings or features. Specific HO controls (e.g., trees, 
outbuildings, etc.) have been applied in accordance with the VPP Practice Note. 
However, the VPP Practice Note also advises that for places of significance for historical 
or social reasons there usually needs to be something to ‘manage’ for the HO to the 
applied. If not, a commemorative plaque (i.e. interpretation) may be the most appropriate 
way of identifying the importance of the place. 
The final report has been prepared in a manner that is suitable for inclusion as a 
reference document in the Mitchell Planning Scheme.  



STAGE 2 FINDINGS + RECOMMENDATIONS 

11 
 

 

David Helms 
HERITAGE PLANNING 

1.3 Study team 
David Helms Heritage Planning has prepared this study in collaboration with Context Pty 
Ltd. The team members are: 
! David Helms – Project manager and assessment of built and landscape heritage 

places; 
! Ian Travers (Context Pty Ltd) – Assessment of archaeological heritage places; 
! Louise Honman (Context Pty Ltd) – Assessment of Clonbinane places; and 
! Catherine McLay (Context Pty Ltd) – Research for places assessed by Context Pty 

Ltd. 

1.4 References 
Assessing the cultural heritage significance of places and objects for possible state 
heritage listing: The Victorian Heritage Register Criteria and Threshold Guidelines, 6 
December 2012 <http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/heritage/Forms-and-
Guidelines/registration-forms-and-guidelines> (accessed 17 September 2013) 
Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys, Heritage Council of Victoria 
and Heritage Victoria (2014) 
Review of Heritage Provisions in Planning Schemes. Advisory Committee Report. The 
way forward for heritage, August 2007 
Using the criteria: a methodology, Queensland Heritage Council, 2006 
Victoria Planning Provisions (VPP) Practice Note: Applying the Heritage Overlay (2014) 
Warrnambool Planning Scheme. Amendment C57 Panel Report, December 2008, 
Jennifer A. Moles, Chair 
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2 History 
This overview history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction was prepared to assist with 
the preliminary assessment and comparative analysis of places in Stage 1, and has been 
reviewed and updated following the detailed assessment of places in Stage 2. 

2.1 Ear ly  h istory of  Wandong and Heathcote Junct ion 
The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land 
that was part of Andrew Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean’ (Dene), which was taken up 
in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour Broadhurst, then held the property from 
April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas Harpsham, Edwin 
Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006). 
The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the 
construction of the North-eastern Railway from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 
1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely associated 
with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt 
Disappointment, has also played an important part in the development of the area. 
Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge 
cutting near the crest of the Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote 
Junction. Just to the south is a narrow valley once known as Lightwood Flat (so named 
for a native wattle tree now known as Blackwood) where the railway contractors 
constructed wood-fired kilns, and used local clay deposits to produce bricks for culverts. 
Meanwhile, further to the north, quarries were opened to supply ballast (Payne 1981:45).  
Once the railway was opened, railway staff such as gatekeepers, stationmasters and 
fettlers were among the first settlers. They were joined by selectors such as William 
Munro who selected land at Lightwood Flat adjoining the railway, which contained brick 
kilns used by the railway contractors and clay deposits. He continued the kiln operation 
and also erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the railway authorities to 
construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as 
Lightwood siding (Payne 1981:45-7). 
As the first selectors arrived, community formation at Lightwood Flat was marked by the 
building of the first St John’s Church of England on the west side of what is now the 
Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district school opened in this 
building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of 
Arkells Lane. Upon re-opening in the new building on 8 January 1875 it was known as 
Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 1981:47-9). 

2.2 Development of  Wandong 
Meanwhile, Wandong, a short distance to the north of Lightwood Flat, was experiencing 
‘a transition from a rural backwater to a busy railway town’ (Payne 1981:53). At the 
request of local sawmillers a railway siding known as Morphetts was built to provide a 
more convenient place to load their timber. Opened in April 1876, it was named after 
Patrick ‘Paddy’ Morphett (or Morphet) who selected land on the east side of the railway 
in 1871. At around the same time the first store was constructed on land on the west of 
the railway that had been selected by Duncan Arkell. It was Arkell’s father who 
suggested ‘Wandong’ as the name for the developing township, which was applied to 
the railway station and post office that opened in 1876 (Payne 1981:54; Pickett 2011). 
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of his companies, while the Catholic Church was also built of Terra Cotta Lumber. In 
1892 a consortium established the Australian Seasoned Timber Company (ASTC), which 
acquired and set about expanding Robertson’s key assets including the Comet Mill, the 
seasoned timber works, the Terra Cotta Lumber works and associated infrastructure 
(Payne 1981:56-7, Pickett 2011, Dore 2012). 

 
Figure 2 - Wandong Township 1892 Auction Notice extract (Source: Wandong History Group) 

 
Figure 3 - Houses constructed of Terra Cotta Lumber for Manager and Secretary of ASTC at 14 & 
16 Wandong Avenue (Source: WCW) 

However, the ASTC was significantly affected by the 1890s depression, which effectively 
halted building activity across Victoria. The Terra Cotta Lumber works only recorded a 
profit in 1889 and by 1896 operation of the seasoning works was limited to three months 
of the year. The rebuilding of the Comet Mill following its destruction by fire in 1900 
placed further financial strain on the company. Finally, in 1902 the company went into 
voluntary liquidation and all the assets were sold. The seasoned timber and Terra Cotta 
Lumber works were closed and the buildings dismantled (Payne 1981:56-8; Pickett 
2011). 
Consequently, Wandong never developed to the extent envisaged by Robertson. By 
1895 there were only twelve occupied houses in the township and 166 allotments 
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The rising importance of Wandong was illustrated in 1882 when the Lightwood Flat 
School, by then re-named as Wandong, was relocated to the present site on the east 
side of the railway and it has been said that by 1885 Wandong had ‘eclipsed its modest 
neighbour’ to the south (Payne 1981:50). This was confirmed in 1890 when the old St 
John’s Church at Lightwood Flat was closed, and reopened in a new building at 
Wandong. 
Around 1884 the man who would have the most significant influence upon the 
development of Wandong, Robert Affleck Robertson, arrived. He began purchasing 
timber mills in the district and in 1884 commenced building of the Comet Mill, which was 
to become one of the largest in Victoria, comprising the sawmills, a village of 40 houses 
for 75 workers and their families and a school (Payne 1981:54-5, Pickett 2011:16-7, 
Dore 2012). 
1889 was a pivotal year in the development of Wandong. By August of that year 
Robertson had become the owner of the land on the east side of the railway formerly 
owned by Morphett, and on part of this land he constructed a seasoning works where 
green hardwood timber was treated or ‘seasoned’ ready for milling into skirtings, 
architraves, furniture and other building materials. Robertson also invested in a process 
that combined clay and sawdust into a fireproofing material known as ’Terra Cotta 
Lumber’. Developed in the USA, the product was first manufactured by the Victoria Terra 
Cotta Lumber Co. in Brunswick. However, Robertson persuaded the company to 
transfer operations to Wandong where a factory was built on four acres of land adjoining 
the railway on the west side. Robertson’s sawmills provided a ready source of sawdust 
that was combined with local clay to produce the blocks, which were used for 
fireproofing in several buildings in Melbourne, as well as external walls and chimneys for 
buildings in Wandong and the surrounding districts (Payne 1981:55-6, Huddle 2006). 

 
Figure 1 - Australian Seasoned Timber Co. c.1889 (Source: Wandong website) 

With his new industries established Robertson in 1892 subdivided his land on the east 
side of the railway into 190 building allotments, The subdivision created Rail Street, 
Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street, as well as two streets south of 
Affleck Street that were never constructed. An auction plan of 1892 shows that several 
houses and the Catholic Church were in existence at that time. Robertson constructed at 
least four of these houses using Terra Cotta Lumber, which were occupied by employees 
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remained unsold. In 1904, 58 of the unsold lots in and south of Affleck Street were sold 
to Hugh McDonald, who established a farm (Payne 1981:59).  

 
Figure 4 - View of Wandong c.1895. Victorian Terra Cotta Lumber factory in foreground, houses 
at 37 Rail St, 6 & 10A Dry Creek Crescent at left, St Michael’s Catholic Church centre and 
Wandong State School at right behind trees (Source: Wandong website) 

In the early 1900s the principal buildings in Wandong included the Catholic Church, 
Anglican Church, State School, Coffee Palace, store and post office, railway station and 
Traveller’s Rest Hotel. In 1902 a new Mechanics’ Institute Hall was built and, as a final 
civic gesture before its demise, the ASTC provided most of the timber for the hall as a 
donation or at ‘lowest rates’ (WHG 2013, Pickett 2011). 
In the twentieth century Wandong was sustained by sawmilling activity that continued 
using the assets established by Robertson’s companies. From 1909 to the 1920s Jack 
Harper operated several mills on different sites (Payne 1981:59). However, little 
development occurred in Wandong and in the early 1930s two landmarks were lost as 
fires in successive years claimed the Traveller’s Rest Hotel and the first St John’s 
Church. St John’s was subsequently rebuilt on a new site in Wandong Avenue. A c.1955 
aerial photograph shows that almost no new buildings had been constructed since the 
1930s (L. Dore). 
Since the 1970s improved road access due to the construction of the Hume Freeway 
and the convenience of the railway services has attracted many new residents seeking a 
rural lifestyle within easy commuting distance of Melbourne, and new residential estates 
to the south of Affleck Street on the former McDonald farm have connected Wandong to 
Heathcote Junction. As the town has grown the school has been considerably enlarged 
and new community facilities have opened including a childcare centre, and the 
Wandong Memorial Stadium at the recreation reserve. The 1902 Wandong Hall has also 
been renovated and extended. Today, the combined townships of Wandong and 
Heathcote Junction and surrounding district have a population of 2,907 (Profile id 
website, 2011). 

2.3  Development of  Heathcote Junct ion 
Apart from the brief flourishing of Lightwood Flat in the late nineteenth century, little 
development occurred in what is now Heathcote Junction until the early twentieth 
century due to its proximity to Wandong. A crossing loop known as ‘Summit’ was 
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provided at the site of the present railway station in 1885, however, a passenger railway 
station was not provided until 1890, two years after the branch line to Kilmore (and later 
to Bendigo) had been opened (Pickett 2011:165). The new station was known as 
‘Kilmore Junction’ and included a timber signal box operated by the stationmaster, who 
was provided with a residence. The station opened for passengers in March 1890 
(Waugh 2002). In 1922 the name of the station was officially changed to Heathcote 
Junction. 

 
Figure 5 - Heathcote Junction Railway Station c.1930s looking north showing branch railway to 
Kilmore and beyond at left and signal box at right (Source: Wandong website) 

 
Figure 6 - Heathcote Junction Railway Station c.1930s looking south showing platform shelter 
and signal box and Stationmaster's residence at left (Source: Wandong website) 

According to Pickett (2011:168), the Heathcote Junction community has always been 
‘small and scattered’ and of the small permanent population most men worked at the 
timber mills and, later, for the Forests Commission. In 1917 farming land on the east side 
of the railway was subdivided into almost 200 allotments and the first houses, mostly 
simple timber cottages, were built on this subdivision soon afterwards. A notice for the 
second auction sale of land in the subdivision held in November 1917 advised potential 
purchasers that a Mr. W.J. Johnston had already built a house 'fronting Railway Road, 
close to the Stationmaster's villa', while Mr. Dyason had made 'great improvements to 
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his cottage on Mountain Road' and a railway employee intended to build upon a three-
acre site in Eucalypt Grove (Heathcote Junction Auction Notice). 

 
Figure 7 - Heathcote Junction Auction Notice (Source: L. Dore) 

The settlement, however, remained small: in the mid-1920s there were about 10 houses, 
which increased to about 20 houses by 1939. Some, like the Smalley family cottage in 
Glenburnie Avenue, were permanently occupied, while others were used as 
‘weekenders’ by people who lived in Melbourne (Pickett 2011:168-70, RB). 
Like Wandong, new residents seeking a rural residential lifestyle have been attracted to 
Heathcote Junction and since the 1970s many houses have been built on the interwar 
subdivisions and new estates to the north and east. 

2.4 Her i tage of  Wandong and Heathcote Junct ion 
Today, the history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is demonstrated by several 
houses and civic buildings, as well as the sites and remains of some of the key buildings 
such as the seasoning works and the Terra Cotta Lumber works, and the routes of the 
tramways that once connected the town to the sawmills in Mt Disappointment. 
At Wandong, the heritage places include several buildings constructed of Terra Cotta 
Lumber including the Catholic Church, and houses in Wandong Avenue, Rail Street, Dry 
Creek Crescent, and one example (originally two attached houses) on the west side of 
Wandong Road. The site of the Terra Cotta Lumber works is now occupied by the 
shopping centre and service station on the east side of Epping-Kilmore Road, while 
archaeological remains of the seasoning works and the timber tramway exist close to Dry 
Creek. Other heritage places include the Mechanics’ Institute Hall and several timber 
cottages to the north, which include the remnants of the Coffee Palace and the former 
stationmaster’s house, and St John’s Church of England. 
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At Heathcote Junction, there is the former stationmaster’s house and a small number of 
cottages from the 1920s and 1930s, as well as the site of the clay pits associated with 
Munro’s brickworks, the remnants of the Kilmore Branch railway, and the sites of the 
original St James’ Church and Lightwood Flat school. 

2.5  Sources 
Context Pty Ltd, Mitchell Shire Heritage Amendment. Review of heritage precincts, 2012 
Context Pty Ltd, Mitchell Shire Stage 2 Heritage Study Review, 2013 
Dore, Lynne, Wandong: Remnants of an innovative past, Wandong & Heathcote Junction 
Community Group, Newspaper House, Kilmore, 2012 
Dore, Lynne, copy of c.1955 aerial photograph of Wandong, viewed at Stage 1 
workshop 
Heathcote Junction Auction Notice, copy held by Lynne Dore (undated, but c.1917 as it 
advertises the auction held on November 17, 1917) 
Kilmore Shire rate books (RB) 
Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study, 2006 
Profile id for Wandong Heathcote Junction area [accessed 20 July 2015] 
http://profile.id.com.au/mitchell/about?WebID=170 
Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon 
Publishing, 1981 
Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, Gold & a White Elephant, Newspaper House, 2011 
Wandong History Group (WHG), 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell 
Planning Scheme - Implementation of the Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 
July 2013 
Wandong website: wandong.vic.au [accessed 20 July 2015] 
Waugh, Andrew, ‘Heathcote Junction’, 2002 
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3. Stage 1 f ind ings and recommendat ions 

3.1 Summary of  f indings and recommendat ions 
The findings of Stage 1 are: 
! There are 23 places worthy of assessment in Stage 2 (see section 3.2). This includes 

four new archaeological sites identified through research and fieldwork (2) and 
additional nominations by the WHG (2). The four new sites are listed at the end of 
Table 3.1; and 

! There are 20 places that do not require further assessment in Stage 2 (see section 
3.3). 

The Stage 1 recommendations arising from the findings are: 
! The places listed in section 3.2 should be subject of full assessment in Stage 2; 
! The potential for other recognition of places not assessed in Stage 2 (e.g., 

interpretation) should be assessed at the end of Stage 2. 
For places not recommended for assessment in Stage 2, known information has been 
entered into the Hermes database place record including a summary of why it has not 
been assessed and the Hermes status changed to ‘Researched – not recommended’. 

3.2 Assess in Stage 2 
Table 3.1 lists the places with potential for inclusion on the HO, VHI or SLO that should 
be assessed in Stage 2. 

Tab le  3 .1  –  P laces  to  assess  in  S tage  2  

No :  P lace  Name HO ,  VH I  o r  SLO?  
2 House, 19 Wandong Avenue HO, as potential extension to Wandong Precinct 
3 House, 32 Wandong Avenue HO, as potential extension to Wandong Precinct 
5 House, 33 Dry Creek Crescent HO, as potential individual place 
6 Wandong Primary School trees and 

shelter/storage shed, 39-51 Rail St 
HO, as potential individual place 

7 Oak Tree, Dry Creek Crescent HO or SLO, as potential individual place 
8 Tramway Line VHI, in association with Timber Seasoning Works 
9 Former Timber Seasoning Works  VHI, in association with tram line 
10 House and outbuilding, 21 Dry 

Creek Crescent 
HO, as potential individual place 

11 House, 10A Dry Creek Crescent HO, as potential extension to Wandong Precinct 
12 No. 4 Camp Office, 25 Range Road HO, as potential individual place 
13 Mathiesons Quarry  SLO, as potential individual place 
16 Railway House, 121 Rail Street HO, as potential individual place 
17 House, 37 Glenburnie Avenue HO, as potential individual place 
23 House, 159-61 Rail Street HO, as potential individual place 
27 Outbuilding and house site, 140 

North Mountain Road 
VHI 

29 Fire Lookout Tree, Ryan Rise HO or VPO, as potential individual place 
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No :  P lace  Name HO ,  VH I  o r  SLO?  
30 House, 45 Affleck Street HO, as potential individual place 
35 Wandong Precinct Assess potential additions including 10A Dry 

Creek Crescent and 19 & 32 Wandong Avenue 
NP1 Smedley’s Farm, Clonbinane HO, as individual place 
NP2 Mulberry Cottage, Clonbinane HO, as individual place 
NEW House sites 780 Wandong Road, 

Wandong 
VHI 

NEW Coffee Palace site, 13-17 Rail Street, 
Wandong 

VHI (note: already proposed for HO, as part of 
Wandong Precinct) 

NEW Heather Farm (Dau/Dow 
homestead), 2977 Epping-Kilmore 
Road, Wandong  

VHI 

NEW Wandong, Heathcote & Sandhurst 
Railway (Heathcote Junction to 
Kilmore section) 

VHI (note: includes Leslie and Bylands station 
sites: railway reserve beyond Kilmore to Bendigo 
not included) 

3.3 No further assessment required 
Table 3.2 lists the places that do not require further assessment. These are places that 
are considered unlikely to satisfy the threshold for inclusion in the heritage overlay or 
have low potential for archaeological deposits. Please refer to the table in Appendix B, 
which explains why. Some of these places may have potential for other recognition, such 
as interpretation (see section 4). 

Tab le  3 .2  –  No  fu r ther  assessment  requ i red  

No :  P lace  Name Address  
1 House 23 Rail Street, Wandong 
4 House site, “Macsfield” 41 Wandong Avenue, Wandong 
14 Heathcote Junction Station  Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 
15 ‘The Dene’ 5 The Dene, Wandong 
18 House sites  East side of Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 
19 Former Cyanide Works  Near Wandong Road, Wandong 
20 House 107 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 
21 House site Wandong-Broadford Road, Wandong 
22 House 37 North Mountain Rd, Heathcote Junction 
24 House and Ornamental Garden Site 3271 Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong 
25 Clay Pits Lightwood Flats 265 South Mountain Rd, Heathcote Junction 
26 Lightwood Flat School Site 2977 Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong  
28 Scout Camp site North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 
31 Culvert  Rail Street, Wandong 
32 Anglican Church Site 760 Wandong Road, Wandong 
33 Chinese Garden Site Near Wandong Road, Wandong 
34 Nissen Hut 33 Station Avenue, Heathcote Junction 
NP3 House 21 Broadford-Wandong Rd 
NP4 House 27 Broadford-Wandong Road 
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4. Stage 2 f ind ings and recommendat ions 

4.1 Her i tage places – indiv idual  s igni f icance 
There are thirteen (13) places of local significance to Mitchell Shire, as listed in Table 4.1. 
Appendix D contains the citations for the places of individual significance. Of these: 
! Nine (9) places are recommended for inclusion as individual places in the HO with no 

specific controls. Of these, two (2) places associated with the Harper family are 
recommended to share the same HO number because of their historic associations; 

! One (1) place (Oak, Dry Creek Crescent) is recommended for inclusion as an individual 
place in the HO with tree controls to protect the significant tree; 

! One (1) place (Wandong Primary School) is recommended for inclusion as an 
individual place with the HO with tree and outbuildings controls to protect the 
significant Oaks, and to identify the shelter/storage shed as not being exempt from 
notice requirements; and 

! One (1) place (Government/Mathieson’s Quarry) is recommended for inclusion in the 
Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO). The SLO is considered a more appropriate 
control as this place does not include any significant buildings. 

! One (1) place (Fire Lookout Tree) is not recommended for inclusion in an overlay 
despite being of local historic significance. This is because the tree is now dead and 
the historic fabric to be ‘managed’ is limited to the metal footholds. Accordingly, 
interpretation alone is an appropriate means of identifying this place. 

The extent of the HO or SLO is usually the whole of the property as defined by the title 
boundaries, with the exception of Smedley’s Farm Complex, Clonbinane, 37 Glenburnie 
Avenue, 159-61 Rail Street and 25 Range Avenue in Heathcote Junction, the Oak at Dry 
Creek Crescent, Wandong Primary School and Mathieson’s Quarry in Wandong, and 
Mulberry Cottage in Waterford Park that have a reduced HO extent (see maps in 
Appendix D). 
The places illustrate the themes that have been important in the development of 
Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, which include: 
! The forestry industry and sawmilling: sawmiller houses at 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent 

and 45 Affleck Street, former No.4 Camp office and No.1 Camp Hut and Fire Lookout 
Tree; 

! Robert Affleck Robertson and the Terra Cotta Lumber industry: Mulberry Cottage, 
outbuilding at 19 Wandong Ave, and house at 10A Dry Creek Crescent; 

! Railways: former stationmaster’s house, Heathcote Junction, and Mathieson’s Quarry; 
! Early township development: Houses at 37 Glenburnie Ave and 159-61 Rail Street, 

Heathcote Junction, and Oak at Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong; and 
! Settlement and farming: Smedley farm complex, Clonbinane. 
Of the places of local significance, the house at 21 Dry Creek Crescent was previously 
assessed by the Mitchell Shire Stage 2 Heritage Study Review 2013 (the 2013 heritage 
study). The 2013 heritage study found that this house did not meet the threshold of local 
significance due to the ‘large number of alterations’, particularly when compared to 11 
and 13 Rail Street. However, the 2013 heritage study did not identify the important 
historic associations of this house with the Harper family and, while the house has been 
altered, a more comprehensive comparative analysis prepared for this study has found 
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that the level of integrity is comparable to other early twentieth century houses in 
Wandong. The re-assessment of local significance is therefore considered to be 
appropriate. 

Future management of former No.4 camp office 
As a general rule, heritage buildings should remain on their original site. However, there 
are exceptions such as the former No.4 Camp building, which has already been 
relocated. Currently, this building is in private ownership. If (with the owner’s permission) 
the opportunity ever arose to relocate this building this may be considered if it would 
assist in its on-going conservation and, where applicable, allow for enhanced public 
interpretation (e.g., by moving it to a publicly accessible site). If this is done after the 
application of the heritage overlay (HO) then the HO listing should be relocated to the 
new site. 

Tab le  4 .1  –  Her i tage  p laces  o f  loca l  s ign i f icance  

P lace  Name F ind ing  &  recommendat ion  
Fire Lookout Tree 
Ryan Rise (Co-ordinates: 37°21.802’S, 145°04.869’E) 
Clonbinane 

Local significance  
Interpretation only 

Smedley’s Farm Complex 
85 Smedley’s Lane, Clonbinane 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place with tree 
controls applied to the significant mature 
Elms 

Smalley House (former) 
37 Glenburnie Avenue, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Victorian Railways Stationmaster’s House 
121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

House 
159-61 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

No.4 Camp Office (former) 
25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

House 
45 Affleck Street, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Oak 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 

Syd Harper House 
21 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place with 
outbuilding control applied to the former 
No.1 Camp hut 
(same HO number as ‘Blackwood’) 

‘Blackwood’ (Jack Harper House) 
33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place  
(same HO number as Syd Harper 
House) 

Wandong Primary School trees and shelter/storage 
shed 
39-51 Rail Street, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place with 
application of tree control to Oak trees 
and outbuilding control to shed. 

Government (Mathieson’s) Quarry 
The Dene, Wandong 

Local significance 
Add to SLO 

Mulberry Cottage 
16 Ryans Road, Waterford Park 

Local significance 
Add to HO, as individual place 
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4.2 HO309 Wandong precinct extension 
There are three (3) places of Contributory significance that are recommended for 
inclusion within the HO309 Wandong Heritage Precinct, as follows: 
! House, 10A Dry Creek Crescent. The 2013 Heritage Study recommends further 

assessment of this property, speculating that it may have been a relocated school or 
hall. The research for this study has instead found that it was constructed as a 
dwelling, probably prior to 1895, which makes it one of the oldest houses in 
Wandong. It also has associations with Robert Affleck Robertson who lived in the 
house for a short time. 

! Terra Cotta Lumber shed, 19 Wandong Avenue. The Mitchell Shire Heritage 
Amendment. Review of heritage precincts 2012 (the 2012 Heritage Study) excluded 
this property from the Wandong precinct as the house is significantly altered. 
However, the 2012 Heritage Study did not identify this Terra Cotta Lumber shed and 
its inclusion within the precinct is recommended, as it is one of the surviving buildings 
using this construction material in Wandong. 

! House, 32 Wandong Avenue. The 2013 Heritage Study found this house did not meet 
the threshold of local significance, as it did not posses ‘sufficient architectural or 
historic value when compared to other houses in Wandong’. However, the history 
prepared for the 2013 Heritage Study did not identify the actual build date (c.1910) of 
this house, which makes it one of the earliest surviving houses in Wandong, and the 
evidence that confirms it was built for Alexander Simpson suggesting it may 
incorporate part of the former Coffee Palace structure. The re-assessment of 
Contributory significance is therefore considered to be appropriate. 

Consequently, minor updates are recommended to the HO309 Wandong heritage 
precinct citation and map (refer to Figure 8, below). 

4.3 Changes to HO309 Wandong Precinct c i tat ion  
As a result of the further research carried out for this report changes are recommended 
to the HO309 Wandong Precinct citation. This includes information about the three new 
places proposed for inclusion in the precinct, as well as new or corrected information for 
existing places, as follows: 
! New or amended text is identified with underline. 
! Deleted text is identified with strikethrough. 

Revised Wandong precinct history 
Ear ly  land owners  
The Wandong precinct, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run called 'The Dene,' that they took up in 1842. Beveridge's 
daughter, Eliza Kilgour Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 
1862. They were followed by William Thomas Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and 
William Daniel Collyer. 
Patrick "Paddy" Morphet (also spelt Morphett) of Kilmore was the first person to 
purchase Crown land in this area. On 23 September 1871 he bought Allotment 1 of 
Section C, being 36 acres and 28 perches, for thirty-seven pounds. This later became 
the area north of Dry Creek Crescent in the town. By this stage the railway reserve had  
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Figure 8 - HO309 Wandong Precinct extension 
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been assigned on the western side of his property. In 1873 Morphet mortgaged his 
property. In 1875 his financial situation became worse and a trustee was appointed to 
oversee his estate. In August 1875 the property was transferred to William Brooks 
Hoffman of Melbourne who advocated that this land should be "reserved for township 
purposes". By April 1878, Morphet's situation must have improved because he paid 
eighty-nine pounds for more than eighty-eight acres of land immediately south of his first 
land holding. Within a month, however, he sold it to Hoffman.  
Deve lopment  o f  Wandong  
Squatters and land selectors were the first Europeans to occupy land in the region. From 
1850 the Magpie and Stump Inn operated, for more than ten years, on what became 
known locally as the Magpie and Stump Road on the Glenburnie pre-emptive right.  
From about 1860 the timber industry developed at Mt Disappointment in the valley 
known as Lightwood Flat. There were reports of one hundred splitters working the 
Bruce's Creek area extracting native wattle and bark for use in the timber, furniture and 
tanning industries.  
In 1870 local clay was used in wood-fired brick kilns and quarries opened for the 
construction of the North Eastern Railway. The line opened in 1872 and in April 1876 
"Morphett's Siding" was opened to cater for the growing timber industry. Soon after a 
timber passenger platform was added and the name Wandong, an Indigenous word for 
ghosts or spirits, was given to the station.  
A saw milling industry had been operating at Mount Disappointment before 1873 
however these operations were closed in 1873 due to water pollution from the mill. This 
industry and others were to flourish with the arrival in the region in the early 1880s of 
Robert Affleck Robertson.  
Robertson was born in Montreal Canada, around 1846, the son of Robert Robertson and 
Euphemia Affleck. In 1884 he married Mary Rail in Ballarat East and their first child was 
born in Ballarat in 1885. His next two children were born in Wandong in 1886 and 1888. 
He was reported as having "unlimited" financial backing from David Beath of Melbourne.  
He purchased the Derrill Mill of Strath Creek and other small mills and in 1883 he began 
construction of the Comet Mill "one of the largest ever built in Victoria". Robertson 
founded the township of Wandong.  
At that time Allotments 1 and 2 of Section C were owned by William Brooks Hoffman. In 
February 1882 he transferred two acres in Allotment 2 to the Minister of Education for 
the Wandong State School No. 1277, previously located at Lightwood Flat. On 
December 8, 1886 Hoffman leased the unsubdivided Allotments 1 and 2 to the Wandong 
Timber Company Limited of which Robertson was a director. On August 30, 1888 he 
sold both allotments to Robert Affleck Robertson.  
In 1888 Robertson took an interest in a building material known as Terra Cotta Lumber, 
which was made of clay and sawdust. The construction process came from the USA and 
manufacturing commenced in Australia in 1885 at Brunswick, however Robertson 
persuaded the company to "transfer operations to Wandong". It was an important and 
exciting time in the economic development of the town.  
By May 1891 the land had been subdivided and Robertson transferred Lot 33 to the 
Catholic Church and Lots 45 and 46 to the Presbyterian Church. On April 30, 1892 John 
Whitburn Rail, Robertson's brother-in-law, auctioned allotments in Wandong Township. 
In 1892 a description of the land in Wandong claimed that:  
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These Allotments are splendidly situated, having a commanding view, with excellent 
natural drainage. The Township of Wandong is a rising one, situated about 34 miles from 
Melbourne, on the North-Eastern line; and Township Allotments must increase in value, 
seeing that the Saw Mills, Seasoning Works, Terra-Cotta Lumber Works, &c. &c., are in 
full swing, with an increasing output. The Kilmore Water Trust will bring a plentiful supply 
of pure mountain water into the township at an early date, which of itself must greatly 
enhance the value of property.  
Wandong being so well situated within easy distance of city, and having such a splendid 
climate, will eventually become a Summer Resort for the well-to-do citizens of 
Melbourne, and this sale should therefore command the attention of residents, investors, 
and speculators generally.  
In addition to generating important industries in the town and "creating" the town, 
Robertson left a permanent dedication to his family in the street names of Wandong. Rail 
Street - his wife's maiden name; Affleck Street - his mother's maiden name; Whitburn 
Street - his mother-in-law's maiden name; and Eads Street - his wife's maternal 
grandmother's maiden name (although spelt Edes in the death index).  
In 1892 the Australian Seasoned Timber Company Limited was formed, purchasing the 
Comet Saw Mill, the Wandong Timber Company, and the terra cotta, brick and tile 
businesses that Robertson managed. Robertson created an environment for employment 
in the region, however the 1890s depression and other disasters, such as fire, had an 
adverse effect on the development of the town and the region.  
By 1896 Robertson had disposed of many of his industries and in 1902 he transferred 
the balance of his land and town allotments to his former partner, David Beath. Land 
sales were slow in Wandong and the population declined, however the town was 
sufficiently established to support the families who remained throughout the twentieth 
century. In more recent years Wandong has experienced a resurgence with people 
moving from the city to a readily accessible "country area". 
Extant  H is tor ic  P laces P lace h is tor ies  
Allotments in the Wandong Precinct were part of a private subdivision. It was not a 
government-surveyed town. Although houses are identified on the 1892 auction plan, 
most titles were not officially transferred until some time after the auction. The early 
purchasers of allotments from Robertson may have paid for the land prior to the actual 
transfer of title or perhaps Robertson and Beath owned or rented out some houses.  
House, 6 Dry Creek Crescent  
This house is one of four in Wandong constructed of Terra Cotta Lumber in about 1889. 
It was shown on Lot 24 on the 1892 Auction Plan and in 1896 the occupier was Edwin 
Park, a labourer (RB). Lots 23-25 were owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then 
David Beath, before it was transferred on 17 June 1926 to Charles William Patton.  
St Michael's Catholic church, Dry Creek Crescent 
The Catholic church was shown on Lot 33 on the 1892 Auction Plan. The allotment was 
transferred on 16 May 1891 to Archbishop Thomas Joseph Carr and Fr Michael Farrelly. 
A weatherboard church was erected in 1891 and appears to have been replaced in 1893 
by the extant church constructed using brick with Terra Cotta Lumber at a cost of £365. 
Barron House, 10A Dry Creek Crescent, cnr. Wandong Avenue 
No building was shown on Lot 26 on the 1892 Auction Plan. The allotment was owned 
by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath, before it was transferred on 20 
April 1904 to Elizabeth Taylor Barron. This house may have been relocated to this site 
from elsewhere. 
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This property, at the northwest corner of Dry Creek Crescent and Wandong Avenue, is 
Lot 26 in the subdivision and 1892 Auction Plan indicates there was no house on the lot 
at that time. Like most unsold allotments in the subdivision, this property was first owned 
by Robertson and then transferred in 1902 to David Beath. On 14 August, 1903 it was 
finally sold to Elizabeth Taylor Barron (LV, 1892 Auction Plan).  
By 1896 there was a house on this site, which was described as 'WBC' (i.e., 
weatherboard cottage) and containing four rooms with a Net Annual Value (NAV) of 10 
pounds, and R.A. Robertson is listed as both the owner and occupying tenant (RB, 
1896, no. in rate 575). Robertson's first residence at Wandong burnt down in about 
1892 and so it’s possible that this house constructed to provide accommodation when 
he was at Wandong (WHG). Two c.1895 photographs of Wandong (reproduced in 
Pickett 2011) show this house, which at that time comprised the steeply gabled section 
and possibly part of the skillion on the east side.  
In 1900, when ownership had transferred to David Beath, the house was leased to 
William Douglas and the NAV had increased to 12 pounds (RB, 1900:55).  
The Barron family became owner of this house by 1906.The rate books list Elizabeth 
Barron as the owner and her husband, James T. Barron, an engine driver, as the 
occupying tenant. The NAV has increased again to 15 pounds, possibly suggesting 
additions to the house. The Barron family remained owners and occupiers until the late 
1920s. In 1926 only Elizabeth Barron was listed and by 1932 the family no longer owned 
the property (RB 1906:13, 1915-16:10, 1925-26:8, 1931-32). 
House, 7 Rail Street 
A house was shown on Lot 5 on the 1892 Auction Plan. At that time the allotment was 
owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath, before it was transferred 
on 20 April 1904 to John Joseph Mahony. In 1896 the occupier was George Gardiner, a 
butcher (RB). 
House, 9 Rail Street 
No building was shown on Lot 6 on the 1892 Auction Plan. At that time the allotment 
was owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath, before it was 
transferred on 18 April 1906 to Henry Biggs Sheers, and in the same year the rate books 
listed him as the owner and occupier of a weatherboard house (RB, 1906:196). 
House, 11 Rail Street  
The Coffee Palace was shown on Lot 7 on the 1892 Auction Plan. At that time the 
allotment was owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath, before it 
was transferred on 20 May 1913 to Alexander Simpson.  
The Coffee Palace consisted of fourteen rooms. It was used as a boarding house, 
particularly for seasonal workers. Robertson owned the Coffee Palace, which was 
managed in 1895 by George Giles and in 1904 by Margaret Sims. When Alexander 
Simpson, a baker, came to Wandong he built his oven in a house in Wandong Avenue. 
He then purchased the Coffee Palace for £100 and divided it into three buildings. Two 
buildings were moved to other lots as houses and Simpson used the Coffee Palace oven 
for his bakery business. 
Wandong Public Hall and Mechanics' Institute, Rail Street 
A hall is shown on Lot 9 on the 1892 Auction Plan. At that time the allotment was owned 
by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath, before it was transferred on 9 
January 1904 to John Fulton Adams, Henry Barber, John Breen, Hugh McDonald and 
George Edward Thomas, who, presumably, were the trustees of the Mechanics’ Institute. 
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The Hall and Free Library were first proposed in 1901. In November of that year the 
Kilmore Advertiser reported that R. Fennelly, civil engineer and architect of Kilmore, 
designed the building. The Australian Seasoned Timber Company donated one thousand 
feet of timber and provided the rest at "lowest rates" that cost the committee sixty-five 
pounds. Users of the hall paid one shilling for meetings, 12s. 6. for larger functions until 
midnight, and £1 after midnight.  
House, 37 Rail Street 
This house, situated on Allotment 19, is one of four in Wandong constructed c.1889 
using Terra Cotta Lumber and is shown on the 1892 Auction Plan. In 1896 the occupier 
was William Jackson, an engine driver (RB). Like many other allotments in the subdivision 
it was first owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath. On 29 March 
1913 it was transferred to David Larcombe. 
St John's Church of England, 37 Wandong Avenue and Dry Creek Crescent 
No building was shown on Lot 35 on the 1892 Auction Plan however the Church of 
England was at the north end of town, on the western side of the railway line. This was 
the third Church of England in the district; the previous church was destroyed by fire in 
1932. Thomas Wharton donated the land and D M Moorhouse designed the 
weatherboard and fibrous cement building, which was opened by Archdeacon Hancock. 
St John's was licensed "as a building in which to hold services but not as a church". 
The first Church of England in the Wandong district was opened in about 1870 at 
Lightwood Flat, to the south of the present Wandong township. The church at Lightwood 
Flat was closed in 1889 and succeeded by the new St John's Church at Wandong, 
which opened on 7 February 1890 on a site on the west side of the Wandong-Kilmore 
Road donated by George Clayton (owner of the Traveller's Rest Hotel) (Payne 1981:46, 
50, 60). St John's Wandong was destroyed by fire in November 1932. 
The old St John's was duly replaced by a new church on a site in Wandong Avenue, 
which was donated by Thomas Wharton. Carelton & Carelton, architects, designed the 
weatherboard and fibrous cement building, which was opened by Archdeacon Hancock 
on 27 July 1933 (Payne 1981:65, PROV). 
House, 14 Wandong Avenue 
This house, situated on Lot 84, is one of four in Wandong constructed c.1889 using 
Terra Cotta Lumber and is shown on the 1892 Auction Plan. It was used by the manager 
of the Seasoning Works and in 1896 the occupant was Alexander Mackey (RB). The 
allotment was owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath. On 2 July 
1906 ownership was transferred to the Argus Permanent Building & Investment Society.  
House, 16 Wandong Avenue 
This house, situated on Lot 85, is one of four in Wandong constructed c.1889 using 
Terra Cotta Lumber and is shown on the 1892 Auction Plan. It was used by employees 
of the Seasoning Works and in 1896 the occupant was William Nutbeau, a sawyer (RB).. 
The allotment was owned by Robert Affleck Robertson, and then by David Beath, before 
it was transferred on 2 July 1906 to the Argus Permanent Building & Investment Society.. 
Terra Cotta Lumber outbuilding, 19 Wandong Avenue 
No building was shown on Lot 13 on the 1892 Auction Plan. At that time the allotment 
was owned by Robert Affleck Robertson before being transferred on June 20, 1895 to 
Ernest Gaskell. 
According to the Wandong History Group (2013:13): 
Gaskell Hall was on this block of land and moved sometime prior to 1922 to Heathcote 
Junction. The weatherboard home was built in 1922 by Mrs. Rohan who ran the general 
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store. The home has had only two owners in its history. There is a terracotta shed behind 
the house indicating some type of Terra Cotta Lumber building on this site pre 1922. 
House, 32 Wandong Avenue 
This property, on the east side of Wandong Avenue, was Lot 92 in the subdivision and 
the 1892 Auction Plan indicates there was no house on the lot at that time. Like most 
unsold allotments in the subdivision, this property was first owned by Robertson and in 
1902 was transferred to David Beath. In August 1909 it was sold to Alexander Simpson 
(LV, 1892 Auction Plan).  
By 1910 Alexander Simpson was the owner of a 'cottage', which was situated on lots 
85-94 (RB, 1910-11, no. in rate 180). It was leased to various people including Maria 
Harper in 1916, John Ryan, a labourer, in 1921, and Edith Dau in 1926 (RB, 1915-16:84, 
1920-21:171, 1925-26:56). Edith Dau was one of the 17 children of Joachim and Martha 
Dau, who settled at Heathcote Junction (then Kilmore Junction) around c.1875. Their 
property was known as 'Heather Farm' (WHG). 
According to Payne (2006:348) Alexander Simpson, a baker, arrived in Wandong from 
Beechworth around 1908. Originally, he constructed an oven at a house in Wandong 
Avenue, but later he bought the Wandong Coffee Palace and divided it into three 
buildings, retaining one section on the coffee palace site (Lot 7 of the 1892 Auction Plan, 
survives today at 13 Rail Street) and moving the two other sections away as separate 
houses. It is therefore possible that this house was constructed using part of the former 
coffee palace building. 
Sources 
Auction Notice, Wandong Township, April 30, 1892. Source: photocopy provided by 
Wandong History Group 
Kilmore Shire Rate Books (RB) in possession of Kilmore Historical Society 
Land Victoria (LV), Certificates of title Vol. 2897 Fol. 282 
Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume 
Two: Environmental History, 2006 
Lynne Dore, copy of c.1955 aerial photo of Wandong 
Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon 
Publishing, 1981 
Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote 
Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 2011 
Public Record Office of Victoria (PROV) VPRS 7882/P1 Unit 920 
Wandong Community website: wandong.vic.au [accessed 15 July 2015] 
Wandong History Group (WHG), 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell 
Planning Scheme - Implementation of the Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 
July 2013 

Revised Wandong precinct description 
Prec inct  boundar ies   
The Wandong precinct comprises the following properties: 
- The group of four timber cottages at 7-13 Rail Street, which date from the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  
 
- St John's Anglican Church, St Michael's Catholic Church, and the Wandong 
Mechanics' Institute Hall.  
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- The four houses, constructed c.1889 using Terra Cotta Lumber bricks, at 6 Dry Creek 
Crescent, 37 Rail Street and 14 & 16 Wandong Avenue, and the shed constructed from 
Terra Cotta Lumber bricks at 19 Wandong Avenue.  
- The timber houses at 10A Dry Creek Crescent and 32 Wandong Avenue 
 
Layout  and v iews 
Wandong Avenue forms the spine of the township, which bends to follow a ridgeline, 
rising from the north to the southwest. Consequently most of the properties in Wandong 
Avenue either enjoy views to the northeast, of rolling hills with scattered trees, or views to 
the west over the railway to the heavily treed slopes beyond the township. These views 
can be appreciated from the public realm through gaps between houses and more 
significantly along Dry Creek Crescent, to both east and west from its intersection with 
Wandong Avenue. Views across the railway and Wandong's commercial centre and to 
the slopes beyond are available along Rail Street. These views provide an important 
backdrop to the rural setting of this precinct.  
Significant views within the precinct include the northeastern view down Wandong 
Avenue that is terminated by the public hall; the view down the northern section of 
Wandong Avenue, which is terminated by a group of four cypress trees at the end of the 
street; and the view back up Wandong Avenue from the public hall to the cypress and 
pine trees on Dry Creek Crescent. St Michael's Catholic Church and the public hall are 
each significant focus points: 
- St. Michael's, with its strong red terracotta lumber bricks and row of cypress trees 
along the Dry Creek Crescent frontage is a prominent feature on the Wandong Avenue 
Dry Creek Crescent intersection.  
- The Public Hall is prominent from Wandong Avenue and from Rail Street, from the other 
side of the railway. The eastern part of the sloping land on which the Hall has been 
constructed has been graded to give the appearance of a carefully constructed podium 
that adds dignity to this modest but well designed building.  
In a privately created township with no government buildings (the early railway station 
has been demolished), these community buildings have a special importance.  
T rees  
Significant trees include the row of cypress tress along the frontage to St Michaels 
Church, and the other mature trees surrounding the two churches. A mature elm at the 
rear of 7 Rail Street adds to the historic character of the property and the precinct. 
In f ras t ructure   
Roads throughout the precinct generally have wide informally graded and grassed verges 
with open swale drains. They have sealed asphalt carriageways, with the exception of the 
northern section of Wandong Avenue, which is unsealed. Along the eastern side of Rail 
Street, the open drain has deeper channels bridged at some properties by timber 
crossovers. Except where short lengths of concrete curb and channel have been 
constructed, the character of the road formation provides a pleasant appearance and, 
apart from the asphalt seal, has probably changed little since the township was first 
subdivided.  
S ign i f icant  and Contr ibutory  bu i ld ings 
Of the contributory buildings in the precinct three are community buildings and eleven 
are residential buildings or outbuildings. Most are constructed of timber, but one church, 
four houses and one outbuilding are constructed of  using the innovative building 
material Terra Cotta Lumber. 
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Community buildings 
Community buildings that contribute to the significance of the precinct are St Michael's 
Catholic Church, St John's Church of England at 37 Wandong Avenue, and the 
Wandong Mechanics’ Hall. These three buildings are very distinctive because they are 
designed in different architectural styles, Federation Gothic, Federation Arts and Crafts, 
and Interwar Gothic and built of different materials, terra cotta lumber, weatherboard and 
cement sheet respectively.  
The Catholic Church is the oldest of the community buildings, and is constructed of the 
locally made Terra Cotta Lumber blocks. These blocks are larger than normal clay bricks 
and are hollow. It is the only known church constructed of this innovative material and 
method in the Shire (and perhaps the State). The Federation Gothic architecture, with 
steeply pitched slate clad gable roofed building is constructed of face red-brickwork, 
lancet gothic arched windows, exposed eaves rafters, and distinctive sill and impost 
string courses of moulded concrete. The intact interior is also significant. This is a 
competent but common example of that style and is locally significant.  
St John's Church of England is a fine, albeit modest, example of a small country church 
in the Interwar Bungalow style. It has a steeply pitched gable roofed hall with matching 
apse and decorative ventilators protruding from the main roof. The walls are clad in 
horizontal weatherboards to sill height and above that the walls are of cement sheet with 
timber strapping. The interior is also important.  
The setting of, and visual relationship between the two churches including mature trees 
such as eucalypts, cypresses and pines, and the elevated siting of the Hall at a 
prominent corner contribute to the character of the precinct.  
Designed in 1904 by R. Fennelly, civil engineer and architect of Kilmore, the modest 
gable roofed hall and porch are clad in galvanised corrugated iron and the have timber 
framed walls are clad in weatherboards. Federation style timber windows are also an 
important feature. The hall is set on a raised earth podium that heightens the view of the 
facility by the community, and was accentuated by substantial timber finials fixed to the 
apex of the roof. The solid timber brackets have an elegant curve that is an important 
decorative feature of this Federation Arts and Crafts building. The timber clad interior, 
with stage and wall mural, is also important. An addition has been added at the south-
east corner - this has been designed sensitively and has not detracted from the 
appearance of the building. 
Houses 
The other Contributory buildings are the following houses and one outbuilding: 
- 6 & 10A Dry Creek Crescent 
- 7, 9, 11, 13 & 37 Rail Street 
- 14, 16, 19 (outbuilding only) & 32 Wandong Avenue 
The houses at 7-13 Rail Street are late Victorian or Federation/Edwardian timber 
cottages. All are single storey with corrugated iron gabled roofs, brick chimneys and 
verandahs and front and side setbacks. The unusual house at no.7 appears to comprise 
two ‘T’ class Victorian Railways staff houses joined together. The visual relationship 
between these houses and the adjoining Hall at No.19 contributes to the significance of 
this group. The large Elm (Ulmus sp.) in the rear yard of the house at 7 Rail Street is 
another important feature. 
The four Terra Cotta Lumber houses at 6 Dry Creek Crescent, 37 Rail Street and 14 & 16 
Wandong Avenue have hipped roofs, brick chimneys and double hung timber sash 
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windows. At the rear of 19 Wandong Avenue is a small shed with walls constructed of 
Terra Cotta Lumber, and a skillion roof. 
The original part of the cottage at 10A Dry Creek Crescent comprises the steeply gabled 
section. Original features include the timber double hung sash window in the west wall 
and the two timber double hung two over two pane sash windows in the north end wall. 
It appears the room with a gabled roof at lower pitch, a six over six pane timber sash 
window facing Dry Creek Crescent and a double hung single pane timber sash window 
facing west was added after c.1900. The skillion on the east side appears to date from 
the interwar period as it has a boxed window in the north side and a plain brick chimney 
with simple cap and terracotta pot, both typical of 1920s construction. 
The other house in the precinct at 32 Wandong Avenue has a high, hipped iron roof and 
a projecting hipped bay with a skillion verandah to one side. The verandah is supported 
on timber posts and has an iron frieze and brackets. The windows are double hung sash 
and there is one corbelled brick chimney. The front door has been replaced. 

Revised statement of significance 
What is  s ign i f icant?  
Wandong is a small rural township. The places/elements that contribute to the 
significance of the precinct are: 
 
- The group of four timber cottages at 7-13 Rail Street, which date from the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The visual relationship between these houses, 
which have gabled roofs with generous front and side setbacks, front verandahs, brick 
chimneys and double-hung sash windows, and the adjoining Hall at No.19 contributes to 
the significance of this group.  
- The large Elm (Ulmus sp.) in the rear yard of the house at 7 Rail Street.  
- Community and civic buildings including St John's Anglican Church, St Michael's 
Catholic Church, and the Wandong Mechanics' Institute Hall.  
- The setting of, and visual relationship between the two churches and their plantings 
including mature trees such as eucalypts, cypresses and pines, and the elevated siting of 
the Hall at a prominent corner.  
- The four houses, constructed c.1889 using Terra Cotta Lumber, at 6 Dry Creek 
Crescent, 37 Rail Street and 14 & 16 Wandong Avenue, which have hipped roofs, brick 
chimneys and double hung timber sash windows, and the Terra Cotta Lumber 
outbuilding at the rear of 19 Wandong Avenue. 
- The early (c.1895) gabled timber cottage at 10A Dry Creek Crescent, used for a short 

time by Robert Affleck Robertson. 
- The house at 32 Wandong Avenue, erected c.1912 for Alexander Simpson, which may 

incorporate part of the former Wandong Coffee Palace. 
How is  i t  s ign i f icant?  
Wandong precinct is of local historic, social and aesthetic significance to Mitchell Shire. 
Why is  i t  s ign i f icant?  
Wandong precinct is historically significant as a reminder of the heyday of the township 
during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries when it flourished through the timber, 
clay and brick and Terra Cotta Lumber industries. The community and residential 
buildings within the precinct are testimony to the early development of Wandong and 
some have important associations with the development of the timber industry by Robert 
Affleck Robertson who founded the township and developed the timber clay and brick 
and Terra Cotta Lumber industries. Five Several of the buildings in the precinct are of 
Terra Cotta Lumber construction and are important evidence of the use of this unusual 
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construction material and of Robertson's transfer of Terra Cotta Lumber manufacturing 
from Brunswick to Wandong in 1889. The group of houses in the north of the precinct is 
also historically significant as evidence of how the early development was in proximity to 
the railway station. (Criteria A & H) 
Wandong Township is historically and socially significant as the centre of the Wandong 
district. The hall and churches have strong associations with the social activities of the 
community over a long period and are recognized and highly valued by the local 
community for religious, commemorative and recreational reasons. (Criterion G) 
Wandong Township has aesthetic significance for the Wandong Hall and the two 
churches, which are important focal points and local landmarks within the town. Whilst 
modest buildings, the aesthetic qualities of the places are enhanced by the elevated 
siting of the Hall on a prominent corner, and the setting of, and visual relationship 
between the two churches within spacious treed grounds. (Criterion E)  
The buildings constructed of Terra Cotta Lumber are technically significant as rare 
examples of this building material, which demonstrates an innovative use of sawdust, 
normally a by-product of sawmill operations. (Criteria B & F) 

4.4 Archaeologica l  p laces 
Victorian Heritage Inventory (VHI) site cards have been prepared for seven (7) places, as 
listed in Table 4.3. Of these: 
! One (1) place is assessed as having High archaeological significance; 
! Three (3) places are assessed as having Medium archaeological significance; and 
! Three (3) places are assessed as having Low archaeological significance. 
Appendix E contains the site cards, which should be provided to Heritage Victoria (HV), 
for inclusion on the VHI. 

Tab le  4 .2  –  Archaeo log ica l  p laces  

P lace  Name F ind ing  &  recommendat ion  
Wandong, Heathcote & Sandhurst Railway (Heathcote 
Junction to Kilmore section) 

Low archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Outbuilding and house site 
140 North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 

Medium archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Heather Farm 
2977 Epping-Kilmore Road, Heathcote Junction 

Medium archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Australian Seasoned Timber Co. site 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

High archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Timber Tramway (section) 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

Low archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

Coffee Palace site 
13 Rail Street, Wandong 

Medium archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 

House sites 
780 Wandong Road, Wandong 

Low archaeological significance 
Add to VHI 
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Notes on archaeological significance 
As previously noted, the Heritage Act affords protection to all archaeological deposits 
over 50 years of age, regardless of whether they are included on the VHI or VHR. 
Inclusion on the VHI is an additional ‘trigger’ and our assessment is that it is justified for 
the above places because they preserve their original form and their archaeological 
potential (such that it is) remains relatively high - other sections have evidently been more 
disturbed. 
This assessment of archaeological significance is distinct from assessment of the place’s 
wider cultural heritage significance - for example, in other cases in Victoria the heritage 
values (usually historical, but sometimes also technical, social or even aesthetic) of 
historic railway lines have met the threshold of significance necessary for inclusion on the 
Heritage Overlay.  
Instead, this is a consideration of the archaeological value of the site. On this subject, the 
Heritage Council’s Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys advises:  

Archaeological significance is a measure of the integrity of an archaeological site (e.g., 
the state of preservation of archaeological material and deposits). It must be 
determined whether the site is rare or representative in terms of the extent, nature, 
integrity and/or preservation of the deposits (where known). 

Appendix B adds that:  
Assessments should address these questions: 
! Are all or some of the deposits intact? 
! What is the condition of the artefacts and other cultural material? 
! How large is the site? 
! What is the potential of this archaeological site to yield good spatial and temporal 

data? 
Features such as historic railway and tramway lines do contain deposits that will provide 
information: in other words, they have archaeological potential. But this will be distributed 
throughout the place, and given their size the information ‘density’ is quite low when 
compared with a homestead or a cemetery for example (you could say there is less 
information per m2). So the archaeological potential of the site is low, even though the 
cultural heritage significance of the place as a whole might be quite high. 

Rationale for area included within the VHI listing 
The site cards in Appendix E include maps showing the extent of VHI listing. The 
recommended area is intended to protect the area of highest archaeological potential, 
and the most representative areas of the historic site, whilst relating that to existing 
properties in a justifiable way.  
For example, we have identified the two best-preserved sections of the tramways visited 
in the time available within the study. The intention is that, in addition to providing the 
trigger for consideration of the features in any future planning that may affect them, 
listing of these sections will provide an anchor to which additional material (for example 
the existing site interpretation) can be related. Preserving the whole course of all of the 
tramways, including the large sections, which have been disturbed, is likely to be 
deemed somewhat over onerous by HV. However, there is also no reason why the 
additional sites identified by the WHG, could not result in an amended VHI record to 
include other substantially intact sections of tramway.   
Similarly, from the available evidence, the stables and other buildings (store, house, 
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office) associated with the former Australian Seasoned Timber Co. (ASTC) site do not 
appear to have been of a construction that would leave substantial subsurface remains (I 
note the house and store, for example, were of timber construction and burnt down over 
100 years ago), as with much of the course of the tramways, given subsequent ground 
disturbance. Thus there is less justification for extending the VHI area to include their 
footprint, especially given the distance by which they are removed from the main 
complex.   
Also, as with all heritage listings, a balance needs to be struck between covering the 
particular historic entity and avoiding the listing becoming too unwieldy by covering too 
many land parcels. In the case of the ASTC site parcels are included where they certainly 
contained parts of the seasoning works itself, and the inclusion of related sites is only 
worthwhile if it can be easily achieved within the same land parcel. Separate sites in 
separate land parcels would be better recorded as separate VHI sites. 

Further assessment 
As noted in the site cards in Appendix E some sites (e.g., the timber tramways, and the 
branch railway line from Heathcote Junction to Kilmore) were only partially inspected. 
Further assessment of the uninspected sections of these places may be required in 
future, particularly if the heritage or archaeological values of the place are threatened by 
development or change of use. 

4.5 Interpretat ion 
Interpretive signs have been erected at a number of sites throughout Wandong including 
the timber tramway adjacent to Dry Creek Crescent (see image below), the Australian 
Seasoned Timber Co. site, and the Terra Cotta Lumber houses at 14 & 16 Wandong 
Avenue. Other places that could be interpreted, perhaps as part of an extended history 
trail through Clonbinane, Wandong and Heathcote Junction, include: 
! Fire Lookout Tree, Ryan Rise, Clonbinane (and potentially other sites in Clonbinane 

not assessed by this study including the site of the school, and post office); 
! Heathcote Junction Railway Station and stationmaster’s house*, and the branch 

railway route to Kilmore; 
! Lightwood Flat State School site and the site of the original St James Church*; 
! No.4 Camp Office (former), 25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction*; 
! Oak (adjacent to Dry Creek), Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong; 
! Harper family houses 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong*; 
! Terra Cotta Lumber Factory site, Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong*; 
! Wandong Railway Station, Rail Street; 
! Wandong Coffee Palace, 13-17 Rail Street*; 
! Wandong Primary School, 39-51 Rail Street;  
! Government (Mathieson’s) Quarry, The Dene, Wandong; 
! ‘Macsfield’ farmhouse site, 41 Wandong Avenue*; and 
! St James Anglican Church second site, Wandong Road, Wandong 
*Note: these are privately owned places. 
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Interpretive sign for the Wandong to Mt Disappointment Tramlines, adjacent to Dry Creek 
Crescent near Affleck Street 
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APPENDIX A – L ist  of  p laces assessed 
Table A.1 includes the places on the original Council list in the Study brief. Table A.2 includes 
the places added to this list. 

Table A.1 – Or ig ina l  l is t  of  p laces 
No:  P lace  Name Address  
1 House 23 Rail Street, Wandong 
2 House 19 Wandong Avenue, Wandong 
3 House  32 Wandong Avenue, Wandong 
4 House site, “Macsfield” 41 Wandong Avenue, Wandong 
5 House 33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 
6 Wandong Primary School Oak Trees  39-51 Rail Street, Wandong 
7 Mature Oak Tree in creek bed Dry Creek near Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 
8 Tramway Line Remnants of tramway line within Wandong township 
9 Former Timber Seasoning Works  East of Wandong township along Dry Creek 
10 House and outbuilding 21 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 
11 House 10 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 
12 No. 4 Camp Office 25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction 
13 Mathieson’s Quarry and Siding Mathieson Siding, O’Gradys Road, Wandong 
14 Heathcote Junction Station  Heathcote Junction 
15 ‘The Dene’ property 5 The Dene, Wandong 
16 House 121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 
17 House 37 Glenburnie Avenue, Heathcote Junction 
18 House sites  East side of Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 
19 Former Cyanide Works  Near Wandong Road, Wandong 
20 House 107 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 
21 House site Wandong-Broadford Road, Wandong 
22 House 37 North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 
23 House 159-161 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 
24 House and Ornamental Garden Site 3271 Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong 
25 Clay Pits Lightwood Flats 265 South Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 
26 Lightwood Flat School Site 2977 Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong  
27 Outbuilding and house site 140 North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 
28 Scout Camp site North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 
29 Lookout Tree Ryans Rise Road 
30 House 45 Affleck Street, Wandong 
31 Culvert  Rail Street, Wandong 
32 Anglican Church Site 760 Wandong Road, Wandong 
33 Chinese Garden Site Near Wandong Road, Wandong 
34 Nissen Hut 33 Station Avenue, Heathcote Junction 
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No :  P lace  Name Address  
35 Wandong Precinct Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Rail Street 

Wandong 

Table A.2 – Addit ional  p laces ident i f ied through research and 
consul tat ion 

Place  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

 Recent  
assessments  

Ident i f ied  by :  

1. House 
(Mulberry 
Cottage) 

Ryan’s Road 
Waterford Park 

Page 46 Nil WHG submission 

2. Smedley 
homestead 

Smedley’s Lane, 
Clonbinane 

Page 78 Nil WHG submission  

3. House 21 Broadford-
Wandong Road  
(Lot 2 LP3204) 

NA Lorraine 
Huddle PL 
Mitchell Shire 
Heritage 
Study 2006 
(Hermes) 

2006 Heritage Study (Hermes 
111264) 

4. House 27 Broadford-
Wandong Road  

NA Lorraine 
Huddle PL 
Mitchell Shire 
Heritage 
Study 2006 
(Hermes) 

2006 Heritage Study (Hermes 
111265) 

5. House sites 780 Wandong 
Road 

NA Nil WHG & Ian Travers 

6. Coffee Palace 
site 

13-17 Rail Street, 
Wandong 

Page 6  WHG & Ian Travers 

7. Heather Farm 
(Dau/Dow 
family 
homestead 

2977 Epping-
Kilmore Road, 
Wandong 

NA Nil WHG & Ian Travers 

8. Wandong, 
Heathcote & 
Sandhurst 
Railway  

Heathcote 
Junction to 
Kilmore including 
Leslie and 
Bylands station 
sites 

NA Nil WHG & Ian Travers 
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APPENDIX B – Summary of  f ind ings and recommendat ions for  a l l  p laces 
Context 2012 – Context Pty Ltd, Mitchell Shire Heritage Amendment. Review of heritage precincts, 2012 
Context 2013 – Context Pty Ltd, Mitchell Shire Stage 2 Heritage Study Review, 2013 
Huddle 2006 - Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study, 2006 

Place  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

Recent  
assessments  

S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  

CLONBINANE 
Fire Lookout 
Tree 

Ryan Rise 
(37°21.802’S, 
145°04.869’E) 

Page 76 Nil Hermes 197888 
Burnt in 2009 bushfires. WHG submission includes post-
bushfire photos (c.2013) that show the blackened tree with 
metal footholds still intact. No archaeological potential, so 
does not qualify for VHI. While a HO could be applied it is 
considered that interpretation of this tree (if it still exists) 
would be more appropriate. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 
Potential interpretation 

Smedley farm 
complex 

85 Smedley’s 
Lane 

Page 78 Nil Hermes 197884 
WHG identifies this place as the property of William and 
Margaret Smedley, early settlers in the Clonbinane area. 
(1853) The property passed to their son Stan Smedley who 
built a new home on the property in the 1920s. The property 
is called the Elms because of the large elm trees growing on 
the property. The house was destroyed in 2009. The site 
consists of a shearing shed and a small outbuilding (dairy), 
foundations of another building and a number of large elm 
trees. It is a highly picturesque site despite the loss of the 
house.  

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 

HEATHCOTE JUNCTION 
Wandong, 
Heathcote & 
Sandhurst 

Heathcote 
Junction to 
Kilmore 

Page 71 Nil Hermes 110738, 110731, 110831 
Additional nomination by WHG – includes Leslie Station site. 
Bylands Station site is an individually listed place in the 

Low archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI. 
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P lace  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

Recent  
assessments  

S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  

Railway heritage overlay: HO21 described as ‘former Railways 
Department residence and platform mound’. Hermes 
contains limited information about why this place is 
significant. 
Visited part of site with members of WHG on 17/7/15. 
A large cutting marks the course, and at least one 
associated bridge structure, and further such features, 
including more bridges and culverts are anticipated. 
The potential for deposits may be low along the length of the 
line, but further assessment may inform a future rail trail.  

House 37 Glenburnie 
Avenue 

Page 47 Nil Hermes 197653 
This is a small gabled timber cottage with two doors. In fair 
condition. Compares with 159-61 Rail Street. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 

Scout Camp 
site 

North 
Mountain 
Road 

Page 73 Nil Hermes 110476 
Burnt and partially destroyed in 2009 bushfires. WHG 
submission includes post-bushfire photos that show the 
remains including stone gateway and sculptures on the site; 
however, the WHG advised at the project inception meeting 
that these sculptures have been removed to another site. 
Water tank and some concrete/brick foundations remain, 
but other significant remains unlikely. May not qualify for VHI 
on basis of age as a minimum age of 50 years is generally 
accepted to be the minimum threshold for inclusion. Not 
suitable for inclusion in the HO due to the lack of remnant 
fabric and the HO cannot be applied to moveable objects 
such as sculptures. 
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 

House 37 North 
Mountain 
Road 

Page 62 Nil Hermes 197655 
This is a very altered early 1900s house. Alterations appear 
to date from the late 1930s or 1940s/50s. Said to have been 

No further assessment 
required 
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P lace  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

Recent  
assessments  

S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  

constructed using flattened kerosene tins. Given the degree 
of alteration it is considered the house is unlikely to satisfy 
the threshold of local significance 
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

Outbuilding and 
house site 

140 North 
Mountain 
Road 

Page 72 Nil Hermes 110417 
WHG submission indicates that foundations and an 
outbuilding constructed of terra cotta lumber bricks may 
exist at this site. 
Terra cotta lumber shed and definite house foundations 
present on site, together with interesting features possibly 
relating to anchoring of tramway.  

Medium archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI. 

Heathcote 
Junction Station  

Rail Street Page 42 Nil Hermes 110560 
Nothing remains of the original station buildings and 
infrastructure. Some historic interest but unlikely to the meet 
the threshold of local significance. The Heathcote Junction-
Bendigo railway line itself should be assessed for inclusion 
on the VHI (see above), but the original junction has been 
removed, separating the station from this historic line. No 
substantial archaeological deposits relating to earlier phase 
of station likely, although some railway related artefacts (e.g. 
rail pins) on western embankment. Remnant fence-line and 
structural remains (brickwork) between existing line and 
previous branch line, but probable railway residence site. 

No further assessment 
required 
Potential interpretation 

House 107 Rail Street Page 59 Nil Hermes 197654 
House has been altered (large new front windows) and is 
unlikely to satisfy the threshold of local significance.  
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 



WANDONG & HEATHCOTE JUNCTION HERITAGE GAP STUDY 

42
 

David Helms 
HERITAGE PLANNING  

P lace  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

Recent  
assessments  

S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  

House 159-161 Rail 
St 

Page 64 Nil Hermes 197656 
This is a c.1920s timber cottage. Compares with 37 
Glenburnie Ave. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 

Stationmaster’s 
House 

121 Rail Street Page 45 Nil Hermes 197652 
Railway staff house of typical 1900s design – may have been 
extended. There is also a c.1950s railway house at the rear. 
Historic photo shows that it was on this site by the 1930s. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 

No. 4 Camp 
Office 

25 Range Ave Page 40 Nil Hermes 197651 
Building appears to be intact, but in poor condition and 
relocated from original site.  

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 

Clay Pits 
Lightwood Flats 

265 South 
Mountain 
Road 

Page 69 Nil Hermes 110834 
WHG submission provides limited historic information, and a 
recent image showing the depression marking the site of the 
clay pits. 
[COULD NOT ACCESS – VIEWED FROM DISTANCE] 
Clay pits generally would not qualify for inclusion on the VHI, 
as their character is manifest in their extant fabric. They have 
no inherent archaeological potential unless it can be 
demonstrated that related deposits accompany them, which 
is not apparent in this instance.  
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 

Nissen Hut 33 Station Ave -  Nil Hermes 197658 
The WHG has no information about this place. It is an 
altered Nissen Hut (front wall has been replaced and further 
renovations are being carried out), probably moved here 
c.1950s. Nissen Huts are not, of themselves, significant. 
There do not appear to be any significant historic 
associations with this example. 
Unlikely to meet the threshold of local significance. 

No further assessment 
required 
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P lace  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

Recent  
assessments  

S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  

WANDONG 
House 45 Affleck 

Street 
Page 80 Nil Hermes 197657 

This is a timber cottage with hip roof. One room deep with 
skillion sections and later additions at the rear. According to 
WHG, constructed c.1900. Title information shows it was 
purchased in 1894 by George Martin a ‘sawyer’ [i.e. 
sawmiller].  

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 

House site Broadford-
Wandong 
Road 

Page 61 Nil Hermes 110845 
WHG submission provides historic information, but no 
description of what remains of this house. No surface 
evidence visible, and timber construction means significant 
sub-surface deposits unlikely. 
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 

House 21 Broadford-
Wandong Rd 

-  Huddle 2006 Hermes 111264 
Huddle 2006 identified a Victorian era timber house on this 
site. The WHG has confirmed that it has since been 
demolished. It was probably the former policeman’s house. 
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 

House 27 Broadford-
Wandong Rd 

-  Huddle 2006 Hermes 111265 
Huddle 2006 identified a c.1900s timber house on this site. 
A site inspection found it has been significantly altered and 
would not satisfy the threshold of local significance. 
WHG has no information about this property. 

No further assessment 
required 

Oak (adjacent to 
Dry Creek) 

Dry Creek 
Crescent 

Page 30 Nil Hermes 197650 
A large and very old Oak adjacent to Dry Creek. Landmark 
planting. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as individual 
place. 
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P lace  Name Address  WHG C56  
submiss ion  

Recent  
assessments  

S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  
Potential interpretation 

Tramway Line Dry Creek 
Crescent 

Pages 34-5 Nil Hermes 110416  
WHG submission provides historic information, and some 
recent images showing the location of the line. The ‘culvert’ 
(see Place no. 31 in this table) may be associated with the 
tramline as the point where it crossed the railway. 

Low archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI. 

Australian 
Seasoned 
Timber Co. site 

Dry Creek 
Crescent 

Pages 36-7 Nil Hermes 110832 
WHG submission has historic information and photos that 
show an extensive complex and one recent photos of a 
ruined wall constructed of terracotta lumber bricks.  
Assessed to have high potential for the survival of 
archaeological deposits.  

High archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI. 

House sites  East side of 
Dry Creek 
Crescent 

Pages 50-51 Nil Hermes 110851 
Historic information and photos in WHG submission 
indicates that little remains of these timber cottages.  
No surface evidence visible, and structures unlikely to have 
left significant sub-surface deposits. . 

No further assessment 
required 

House 10A Dry Creek 
Crescent 

Page 39 Context 2013 
p.31 

Hermes 110414 
Assessment in 2013 identified potential significance if this 
building was once a hall or school. However, the WHG 
submission indicates that this building was built as a house.  
An historic photo of Wandong shows that part of this 
building was extant in 1898. It shows the steeply gabled 
section, much as it appears today. 

Contributory 
significance. Add to HO 
as part of HO309 
Wandong Precinct. 

House and 
outbuilding 

21 Dry Creek 
Crescent 

Page 38 Context 2013 
p 31 

Hermes 194674 
Information from WHG identifies the connection with the 
Harper family, local sawmillers. Also, this house may have 
been extant in 1894 according to the Auction Map of 
Wandong. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as individual 
place with shared HO 
number with no.33. 
Potential interpretation 

House 33 Dry Creek Page 28 Nil Hermes 110412 Local significance. Add 
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Recent  
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S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
recommendat ion  

Crescent Altered Victorian timber house, but has important 
associations with local sawmiller, Jack Harper. Name of the 
house ‘Blackwood’ is painted on the toplight of the door 
indicating the connection. 

to HO as individual 
place with shared HO 
number with no.21. 
Potential interpretation 

Heather Farm 2977 Epping-
Kilmore Road 

-  Nil Hermes 110413 
Additional nomination by WHG. Briefly viewed from adjacent 
road (but could not see house location) with members of 
WHG on 17/07/15. 
The WHG state that substantial remains survive on the site, 
relating to the Dow (originally ‘Dau’) homestead. 

Medium archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI. 

Lightwood Flat 
School Site 

2977 Epping-
Kilmore Road 

Page 70 Nil Hermes 110837  
WHG submission provides historic information, but no 
description of whether anything remains to mark the school 
site (e.g. trees). 
Two possible sites examined: 2977 Epping-Kilmore Road 
(listed in text) and north west of junction of Epping-Kilmore 
Road and Arkells Lane. No surface evidence was visible at 
either site. Greater confidence of site location required.   
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 
Potential interpretation 

House and 
Ornamental 
Garden Site 

3271 Epping-
Kilmore Road 

Page 67 Nil No Hermes record 
WHG submission provides limited historic information, but 
no description of what remains of the house (demolished?) 
or gardens. 
Features shown on historic aerial photograph actually 
coincide with extant buildings at 3758 Epping-Kilmore Road. 
No evidence of structural remains can be seen from adjacent 
property. 

No further assessment 
required 
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Mathieson 
Siding 

O’Gradys 
Road 

Page 41 Nil Hermes 110411 
WHG submission has historic photos and information, but 
no recent images or information about what remains of the 
siding. 
No substantial archaeological deposits likely. 

No further assessment 
required 

Culvert or 
Tunnel 

Rail Street - Nil Hermes 110372 
Hermes describes these as bluestone and brick culverts 
under the railway of local significance. 
Likely location is shown in historic photograph, to south of 
Caltex service station. However no evidence of structure is 
visible. Likely buried rather than removed, but of little 
archaeological potential.  
Known information about the site has been entered into the 
Hermes record for the Terra Cotta Lumber Factory site. 

No further assessment 
required 

Coffee Palace 
site 

13-17 Rail St Page 6 Context 2012 
pp. 27-28 

Hermes 111269 
Assessed in 2012 and building on site is a Contributory 
place within HO109 Wandong Precinct. Visited site with 
members of WHG and current owner on 17/07/15. 
A well is known to exist in the property (filled with artefactual 
material including horse harness), and the owner has 
collected large quantities of artefacts, including ceramic and 
glass. 

Medium archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI 
Potential interpretation 

House 23 Rail Street Page 7 Context 2012 
pp. 27-28 

Hermes 109730 
Assessed in 2012 and not recommended for inclusion in 
precinct or as individual place as it is very altered – was due 
to be demolished. 
Reviewed and still considered unlikely to satisfy the 
threshold of local significance and not worthy of inclusion in 
Wandong Precinct.  
Known information about the site has been entered into 

No further assessment 
required 
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S tage  1  f ind ings  S tage  2  f ind ings  &  
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Hermes. 
Oak trees  Wandong 

Primary 
School, 39-51 
Rail St 

Pages 9 & 29 Nil Hermes 197649 
The school contains a row of mature Oaks that indicate the 
original boundary of the school. Also contributory is the 
shelter/storage shed. 

Local significance. Add 
to HO as individual 
place 
Potential interpretation 

Government 
(Mathieson’s) 
Quarry  

The Dene Page 41 Nil Hermes 110411 
Quarry is situated on the north side of The Dene just to the 
east of the railway crossing. Historic interest as the source 
of ballast used to the construct the North East railway to 
Wodonga in the 1870s. Historically known as the 
Government or Wandong Quarry rather than Mathieson’s. 
[COULD NOT ACCESS – VIEWED FROM DISTANCE] 
Quarries generally would not qualify for inclusion on the VHI 
unless accompanied by related deposits. However, the 
quarry is a distinctive landscape feature and may have 
potential for inclusion in the Significant Landscape Overlay. 

 Local significance. Add 
to Significant Landscape 
Overlay. 
Potential interpretation 

‘The Dene’ 
property 

5 The Dene Page 44 Nil Hermes 110410 
Information provided by the WHG indicates that all 
original/early buildings have been destroyed. Nothing visible 
from The Dene (road). 
Unlikely to satisfy the threshold of local significance. Known 
information about the site has been entered into Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 

Terra Cotta 
Lumber shed 

19 Wandong 
Ave 

Page 13 Context 2012 
pp.27-28 

Hermes 111276 
House on site assessed in 2012 and not recommended for 
inclusion in precinct or as individual place as it is very 
altered. WHG submission notes there is a shed constructed 
of Terra Cotta Lumber at the rear. 
House is unlikely to satisfy the threshold of local significance, 
however, shed is potentially significant because of the Terra 

Contributory 
significance. Add to 
HO309 Wandong 
Precinct. 
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Cotta Lumber construction.  
House  32 Wandong 

Ave 
Page 17 Context 2013 

p.31 
Hermes 111275 
Although assessed in 2013 not to satisfy the threshold of 
local significance this house is relatively intact and requires 
further research to determine the actual build date. If it is 
pre-World War I then it may meet the threshold of local 
significance.  

Contributory 
significance. Add to 
HO309 Wandong 
Precinct. 

House site, 
“Macsfield” 

41 Wandong 
Ave 

Page 27 Nil Hermes 198040 
A c.1970s house occupies this site. There appears to be no 
trace of the original homestead. Unlikely to satisfy threshold 
for local significance. Potential for interpretation. 
House was apparently of timber construction on stumps. No 
surface evidence is visible in the house location (as indicated 
by historic aerial photographs), and subsurface structural 
remains are unlikely. Domestic artefact deposits/scatters are 
probable, but this would be in common with the whole 
historic town area.  
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 
Potential interpretation 

Chinese Garden 
site 

Wandong 
Road 

- Huddle 2006 
(Hermes) 

Hermes 108717 
Also known as Peronatto’s Chinese Garden (Hermes). The 
Hermes record contains no information about this site 
While the WHG submission does not include this site an 
historic walking map on the Wandong Community website 
identifies a Chinese market garden as part of Site 16 with 
some limited historic information. 
As with Cyanide Works, exact location unknown, and 
possibly coincides with freeway. Also unlikely to contain 
significant sub-surface deposits.  
Known information about the site has been entered into 
Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 
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Cyanide Works 
site 

Wandong 
Road 

Page 55 Nil Hermes 110409  
WHG submission has some historic information but no 
photos so it is unclear whether anything remains of this 
complex. Exact location unknown, and possibly coincides 
with freeway.  
Known information about the site from the WHG has been 
entered into Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 

Anglican Church 
Site 

760 Wandong 
Road 

- Nil Hermes 194678 
Site of timber church, which burnt down in 1932. New 
church was built on a different site. Unlikely that any fabric 
remains. Nothing visible on site.  
Known information about the site from the WHG has been 
entered into Hermes. 

No further assessment 
required 
Potential interpretation 

House sites 780 Wandong 
Road 

-  Nil Hermes 110835 
Viewed from adjacent property on 28/07/15. 
Historic photographs and plans (e.g. 1892 Township Plan) 
show substantial early houses – at least one of which was 
brick, and the site does not appear to have been subject to 
the kind of significant disturbance that would have removed 
any remains. 
These sites would, I understand, be under threat from the 
proposed bypass.   

Low archaeological 
significance. Add to VHI. 

Wandong 
Precinct 

Wandong 
Avenue, Dry 
Creek 
Crescent and 
Rail Street 

- Context 2012 
pp. 27-28 

Hermes 74224 
Of local significance. The Wandong precinct has been 
included in the heritage overlay as HO309. 
Assess the houses at 10A Dry Creek Crescent and 32 
Wandong Avenue, and the Terra Cotta Lumber Shed at 19 
Wandong Avenue for potential inclusion in the precinct. 

Extend precinct to 
include 10A Dry Creek 
Crescent and 19 & 32 
Wandong Avenue. 
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WATERFORD PARK 
Mulberry 
Cottage 

16 Ryans 
Road 

Page 46 Nil Hermes 197885 
Mulberry Cottage has been identified by the WHG as a 
house built in two stages in 1878 and 1906. This is reflected 
in the form of the place today. One of the large chimneys is 
made of terra cotta lumber, which the WHG has dated to the 
time of Robert Affleck Robertson. The Ryan family owned it.   
The house has a strategic site by the creek and has a 
number of alterations including weatherboard cladding, 
window joinery, fence etc. It is set in a large garden.  

Local significance. Add 
to HO as an individual 
place. 
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APPENDIX C – Assessment methodology 

A.1 Introduct ion 
This section provides a context for the assessment of significance of built and landscape 
heritage places suitable for potential inclusion in the HO or SLO, which draws on relevant 
guidelines for the preparation of heritage studies as well as other relevant Independent 
Panel reports, in particular, the Advisory Committee report in relation to the Review of 
Heritage Provisions in Planning Schemes (The Advisory Committee Report), which was 
completed in August 2007 and the VPP Practice Note.  

A.2 Establ ish ing a threshold of  local  s igni f icance 
What is a threshold? 
The Heritage Victoria standard brief for Stage 2 heritage studies notes that local 
significance can include places of significance to a town or locality, however, whether the 
‘threshold’ of local significance is achieved depends how relevant heritage criteria are 
applied and interpreted. 
The Advisory Committee Report notes that the related questions of the application of 
appropriate heritage criteria and establishing ‘thresholds’ that provide practical guidance 
to distinguish places of ‘mere heritage interest from those of heritage significance’ have 
been the subject of continuing debate in recent times. While there was agreement that 
the AHC criteria may be appropriate for use at the local level, the question of what 
establishes a threshold remains open to interpretation.  
The Advisory Committee Report defines ‘threshold’ as follows: 

Essentially a ‘threshold’ is the level of cultural significance that a place must have before it 
can be recommended for inclusion in the planning scheme.  The question to be answered 
is ‘Is the place of sufficient import that its cultural values should be recognised in the 
planning scheme and taken into account in decision‐making?’  Thresholds are necessary 
to enable a smaller group of places with special architectural values, for example, to be 
selected out for listing from a group of perhaps hundreds of places with similar 
architectural values (Advisory Committee Report, p.2-41). 

How is a threshold defined? 
The Advisory Committee Report (p.2-32) cites the Bayside C37 and C38 Panel report, 
which notes that: 

With respect to defining thresholds of significance, it was widely agreed by different 
experts appearing before this Panel that there is a substantial degree of value judgement 
required to assess a place’s heritage value, so that there is always likely to be legitimate, 
differing professional views about the heritage value of some places.  
There is a wide range of matters that can be taken into account in making any 
assessment (e.g. a place’s value in relation to historic, social, aesthetic, cultural factors, 
its fabric’s integrity and so on), leading to further grounds for differences between 
judgements. 

While there are application guidelines for the use of the AHC criteria (Developed in 1990, 
these are known as the AHC Criteria for the Register of the National Estate: Application 
Guidelines), they are designed for application at the regional or National level and the 
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Advisory Committee Report cited a report prepared by Ian Wight for Heritage Victoria, 
which noted that they may require rewriting to ‘make them clearly applicable to places of 
local significance’. 
On this basis, the Advisory Committee Report (p.2-45) makes the following conclusions: 

As also discussed, a fundamental threshold is whether there is something on the site or 
forming part of the heritage place that requires management through the planning 
system.  
As we have commented, we see the development of thresholds as something which 
responds to the particular characteristics of the area under investigation and its heritage 
resources.  Nevertheless the types of factors that might be deployed to establish local 
thresholds can be specified State‐wide.  They would include rar i ty in the local 
context, condit ion/degree of intactness, age, design qual i ty/aesthet ic 
value, their  importance to the development sequence documented in the 
thematic environmental h istory. (Emphasis added) 
This process is essentially a comparative one within the local area.  That area may not 
coincide with the municipal area.  Its definition should be informed by the thematic 
environmental history. 

The VPP Practice Note (as updated in 2012) now provides the following advice: 
The thresholds to be applied in the assessment of significance shall be ‘State 
Significance’ and ‘Local Significance’.  ‘Local Significance’ includes those places that are 
important to a particular community or locality.  Letter gradings (for example, “A’, “B’, “C’) 
should not be used. 
In order to apply a threshold, some comparative analysis will be required to substantiate 
the significance of each place.  The comparative analysis should draw on other similar 
places within the study area, including those that have previously been included in a 
heritage register or overlay.  Places identified to be of potential State significance should 
undergo limited analysis on a broader (Statewide) comparative basis. 

Intactness vs. integrity 
The ‘intactness’ and ‘integrity’ of a building are often used as a threshold indicator. 
A discussion on ‘Threshold indicators’ for Criterion D on p.48 of Using the criteria: a 
methodology, prepared by the Queensland Heritage Council, notes that: 

A place that satisfies criterion (d) should be able to demonstrate cultural heritage 
significance in its fabric and be representative of its type or class of cultural places. The 
degree of intactness of a place therefore is an important threshold indicator of this 
criterion. … However, setting such a high threshold may not be applicable in all situations, 
especially if the class of place is now rare or uncommon. 

It is my opinion that this is an appropriate model to apply. The equivalent guidelines 
prepared by the Heritage Council of Victoria cite the Queensland guidelines as one of the 
key sources used in their preparation. 
It is also my opinion that a clear distinction needs to be made between the concepts of 
‘intactness’ and ‘integrity’. While interpretations of these terms in heritage assessments 
do vary, for the purposes of this report I adopt the definitions set out on pp. 16-17 of the 
Panel Report for Latrobe Planning Scheme Amendment C14: 

For the purposes of this consideration, the Panel proposes the view that intactness and 
integrity refer to different heritage characteristics. 
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Intactness relates to the wholeness of (or lack of alteration to) the place. Depending on 
the grounds for significance, this can relate to a reference point of original construction or 
may include original construction with progressive accretions or alterations. 
Integr ity in respect to a heritage place is a descriptor of the veracity of the place as a 
meaningful document of the heritage from which it purports to draw its significance. For 
example a place proposed as important on account of its special architectural details may 
be said to lack integrity if those features are destroyed or obliterated. It may be said to 
have low integrity if some of those features are altered. In the same case but where 
significance related to, say, an historical association, the place may retain its integrity 
despite the changes to the fabric (Structural integrity is a slightly different matter. It usually 
describes the basic structural sufficiency of a building). 
Based on this approach it is clear that whilst some heritage places may have low 
intactness they may still have high integrity – the Parthenon ruins may be a good 
example. On the other hand, a reduction in intactness may threaten a place’s integrity to 
such a degree that it loses its significance. 

What is the role of the thematic history? 
The previous comments highlight the important role played by thematic environmental 
histories in providing a context for the identification and assessment of places. However, 
while it is expected that the majority of places of local significance will be associated with 
a theme in the thematic history not all places are and there may be some that are 
individually significant for reasons that are independent of the themes identified by the 
Study. The chair of the Advisory Committee Report, Jenny Moles, made the following 
comment in the Panel report prepared for the Warrnambool Planning Scheme 
Amendment C57: 

The Panel also does not see it as inimical to the significance of this building that there is 
currently no mention of a guest house theme in the Gap Study Thematic History. I t  is 
s imply not the case that every bui ld ing typology wi l l  be mentioned in such a 
study. (Emphasis added) 

The C57 Panel Report also once again highlighted that thematic histories are not ‘static’ 
documents and should be reviewed once more detailed assessments are carried out for 
places and precincts. This iterative approach allows a ‘more complete and more 
pertinent history of a municipality to be developed in terms of providing a basis for 
managing heritage stock and allows individual buildings to be placed in their historical 
context’ (Warrnambool Planning Scheme Amendment C57 Panel Report). 

Conclusion 
In accordance with the Advisory Committee Report the guidelines prepared by the 
Heritage Councils in Queensland and Victoria have been summarised to assist with 
determining whether a heritage place meets the threshold of local significance to Mitchell 
Shire using the Hercon criteria. Heritage Victoria notes that local significance can mean 
significance to a locality and it is evident from the thematic history that the Wandong and 
Heathcote Junction area has a distinctive history. Accordingly, local significance for this 
study can include places that are significant to the locality as well as places that may be 
also significant at a municipal level. It is noted that a place need only meet one Hercon 
criterion in order to meet the threshold of local significance. Meeting more than one 
Hercon criterion does not make the place more significant: rather it demonstrates how 
the place is significant for a variety of reasons.  
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Places of local significance will therefore satisfy one or more of the Hercon criterion, as 
follows: 
! The place is associated with a key theme identified in the thematic environmental 

history. It may have been influenced by, or had an influence upon the theme. The 
association may be symbolic. The fabric of the place will demonstrate the association 
with the theme, and the place may be early, distinctive or rare when compared with 
other places (Criterion A). 

! The place is associated with a way of life, custom, process, function, or land use that 
was once common, but is now rare, or has always been uncommon or endangered. 
The design or form may be rare: for example, it may contain or be a very early 
building/s, or be of a type that is under-represented within Mitchell Shire or a locality 
(Criterion B). 

! The place has potential to contribute further information about the history of Mitchell 
Shire or a locality and that may aid in comparative analysis of similar places (Criterion 
C). 

! The fabric of the place exemplifies or illustrates a way of life, custom, process, 
function, land use, architectural style or form, construction technique that has 
contributed to pattern or evolution of the built environment of Mitchell Shire or the 
locality. It may demonstrate variations within, or the transition of, the principal 
characteristics of a place type and it will usually have the typical range of features 
normally associated with that type – i.e., it will be a benchmark example – and will 
usually have relatively high integrity and/or intactness when compared to other places 
(Criterion D). 

! It will have particular aesthetic characteristics such as beauty, picturesque attributes, 
evocative qualities, expressive attributes, landmark quality or symbolic meaning 
(Criterion E). 

! The place is an exemplar of an architectural style, displays artistic value, or represents 
significant technical or artistic/architectural innovation or achievement when compared 
to other similar places in the municipality. The places will usually have a high degree of 
intactness and/or integrity when compared to other places (Criterion F). 

! The place has strong social or historic associations to an area/community (Criterion G) 
or to an individual or organisation as a landmark, marker or signature, meeting or 
gathering place, associated with key events, a place or ritual or ceremony, a symbol 
of the past in the present, or has a special association with a person, group of people 
or organisation that have made an important or notable contribution to the 
development of Mitchell Shire or locality (Criterion H) and, in particular: 
! There is continuity of use or association, meanings, or symbolic importance over a 

period of 25 years or more (representing transition of values beyond one 
generation). 

! The association has resulted in a deeper attachment that goes beyond utility 
value. 

! The connection between a place and a person/s or organisations is not short or 
incidental and may have been documented – for example in local histories, other 
heritage studies or reports, local oral histories etc. 
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By comparison, places or precincts that do not meet the threshold of local significance 
will generally be those where: 
! Historical associations are not well established or are not reflected in the fabric 

because of low intactness; or 
! The place is common within the municipality or locality or already well-represented in 

the Heritage Overlay; or 
! If a precinct, it has low proportion of Contributory buildings (i.e., low intactness), or if 

an individual place it has low intactness and/or integrity; or 
! It is a typical, rather than outstanding example of an architectural style or technical 

achievement and there are better comparative examples the municipality or locality; or 
! The social or historical associations are not well established or demonstrated. 
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APPENDIX D – PLACES OF LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE CITATIONS 
Page  No :  P lace  Name 
57 Fire Lookout Tree,  

Ryan Rise (37°21.802’S, 145°04.869’E), Clonbinane 
62 Smedley’s Farm Complex (The Elms) 

85 Smedley’s Lane, Clonbinane 

68 Smalley House (former) 
37 Glenburnie Avenue, Heathcote Junction 

74 Heathcote Junction Stationmaster’s House (former) 
121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 

81 House 
159-61 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction 

87 No.4 Camp Office (former) 
25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction 

92 House 
45 Affleck Street, Wandong 

98 Oak (adjacent to Dry Creek) 
Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

103 Syd Harper House 
21 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

110 ‘Blackwood’ (Jack Harper House) 
33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong 

117 Wandong Primary School trees and shelter/storage shed 
39-51 Rail Street  

125 Government (Mathieson’s) Quarry 
The Dene, Wandong 

130 Mulberry Cottage 
16 Ryans Road, Waterford Park 
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 1 - Early settlement - 1.7 Adapting to diverse environments



As well as transforming their environment, early settlers also sought to adapt to their new surroundings, and were 
sometimes forced so to do in order to survive and prosper. While many European farming methods were imported for 
use, with the introduction of hooved animals among the most destructive import for native soils and plants. Where 
agriculture was concerned, new migrants also had to adapt to a different climate and more radical seasonal patterns. 
Kilmore was among the first areas where this was evident, with the tenants of William Rutledge's Special Survey 
diversifying the regions primary produce into crops and having to deal first hand with the new environment. 



The township of Seymour also had to adapt not just to climatic differences, but also to the cycles of the Goulburn River. 
Subsequently the town began a sustained spread towards higher ground. The flood marker at Seymour, established by the 
Seymour Historical Society is testament to the long history of interaction between town and River. The Great Flood of 
1847, following on from that of 1844, saw the water above the windowsills- the earliest descriptions of Seymour are thus 
connected with a significant flooding event, highlighting the long history of coexistence of town and River. The alteration 
of the River course was completed in the great floods of 1870 and 1916. Floods were in fact responsible for the railway 
being built to the east of the town, to which the new town of Seymour along Station Street owes its existence. 



Another aspect of the natural environment that was new to the European settlers was the bushfire, of which Black 
Thursday, 6 February 1851, is a prominent example, having set the hills of Tallarook, and other areas across the Study 
Area aflame. The development of institutions such as fire brigades and their strong voluntary element were thus in large 
part a response to fire-prone environmental conditions. 



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.3 Developing primary production; Timber



While agriculture and husbandry formed the basis of primary production in the Study Area, quarries to the south of 
Trawool also provided facing for building in Melbourne - the quarry remembered by the rail siding of Granite. The 
Trawool area also yielded timber, gravel and two main species of trees - the grey box used for wheel naves and the 
ironbark for spokes. Small amounts of gold were found at Reedy Creek, and at King Parrot Creek in1859 and later at 
Strath Creek in 1860. Reedy Creek also had another gold rush in the 1880s, bringing more people into the area. Sand 
was also extracted in large quantities from Mollison's Creekat Pyalong and sent by rail to Melbourne.



Forestry as well as agricultural clearing also left a tremendous mark upon the area, particularly in the ranges. Primary 
production began when land was the indicator of wealth in the agrarian colonies, and lay at the heart of the ambitions of 
many a migrant farmer. The debate over ownership and distribution of the land was thus inextricable from the 
development of primary production and influenced what kind of agriculture developed - for example farming around 
large areas of Kilmore were delayed as small farmers would head for the Goulburn River area where more land was 
being opened up for selection.The plentiful supply and high quality of the timber were among the first things noted by the 
early explorers about the region. The timber industry was prevalent in the areas around Wandong and the Plenty Ranges. 
One of the main sites was the Mount Disappointment State Forest which housed a number of timber mills. This included 
the Comet Mill site, which included an elaborate system of timber railways, a boarding house, cottages, stores and a 
state school for the workers and their families. Fire and a depression in timber prices forced the closure of Comet Mill in 
1902, leaving mainly archaeological remains of the timber legacy in the Wandong area. Timber was also a prominent 
industry at Trawool, with Garner's Mill building a wooden tramline to join the rail at Lowry's Siding south of 
Tallarook.
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Place history

The exact date of the creation of this fire lookout tree is not known, but it is possibly one of several fire lookout trees 
established in the aftermath of the 1939 fires as part of the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works' fire control 
program. The Board's engineer, Alexander Kelso, visited the United States in 1941 and his visit resulted in the 
development of a long-range fire control and reafforestation policy under a specially-trained Forests Officer (McCann 
1993, Brady, 1994). 



The Board noted in its 1943 Annual Report that its catchments were almost entirely on the southern slopes of the Great 
Dividing Range, while the greatest danger was that fires starting on the dry northerly slopes would become uncontrollable 
by the time they reached the Board's catchments. Accordingly, the Board developed a series of lookout towers and 
communications in co-operation with the Forests Commission which administered much of the adjoining land to the 
north. The Board's policy was to man the towers in the danger period and fight any outbreaks, even if distant from the 
Board's catchments (McCann 1993, Brady, 1994).



Sources

Brady, A., Assessment of Historic Values: Sawmills and Timber Industry Sites, Central Highlands, Victoria. For the 
Australian Heritage Commission, 1994

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

McCann, J., Melbourne Water Historic Places Report. A Study of Melbourne Water and Related Places In the Forests of 
the Central Highlands of Victoria. A Report prepared for the AHC and DCNR, 1993

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group, 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of the 
Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a fire lookout tower that utilises a mature tree trunk (the tree, which was burnt in the Black Saturday bushfires of 
2009, is now dead), with metal footholds embedded in the trunk starting at about 3 metres from the base and set vertically 
up the tree to the top. The footholds protrude about 30-40 cm from the tree. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
This is the only known example of this type of fire lookout in Mitchell Shire. According to the Hermes database, there is 
a similar tower within the Toolangi State Forest on Melbourne Water's Road 9, and about 250 metres from the 
Maroondah Reservoir Catchment northern boundary. That tower utilises a mature tree trunk, still standing, and cut square 
at the top. The tree, the only one of its size and age in the area, stands about 50 metres high, with a base of about two and 
a half metres diameter. There are two rows of bolts about 30 cm apart, and embedded in the trunk starting at about 3 
metres from the base and set vertically up the tree to the top. The bolts protrude about 30-40 cm from the tree, and are 
laced with wire. Several niches have been cut into the base of the tree for footholds. The tree once supported a structure, 
but there is no evidence of this now (Hermes database).



Another example at Mount Ritchie (which had fallen by 1994) had supporting guy cables (Hermes database).
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Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The fire lookout tree at Ryan Rise (Co-ordinates 37° 21.802'S 145° 04.869'E), Clonbinane.



How is it significant?

The fire lookout tree at Ryan Rise, Clonbinane is of local historic significance to Mitchell Shire



Why is it significant?

It is historically significant as evidence of the additional fire lookouts that were established to protect Melbourne's water 
catchments after the devastating 1939 bushfires. The significance of the place is enhanced by its rarity values as one of 
the few known surviving examples of a fire lookout tree. (Criteria A, B & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Not recommended for inclusion in the heritage overlay, but suitable for interpretation.
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Name SMEDLEY FARM COMPLEX (THE ELMS)

Address 85 SMEDLEY'S LANE, CLONBINANE Significance Level Local

Place Type Woolshed/Shearing Shed,Farm,Tree groups - 
copse,Dairy

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.1 Laying claim to the land; 2.2 Laying out boundaries; 2.3 Developing 
primary production; Sheep and cattle



Land policy developments in the Study Area exemplified those throughout the colony. The mass migration of free 
migrants who were prospectors, small farmers and other skilled migrants who wanted a stake in the land (rather than 
agricultural labourers) effectively challenged the dominance of the pastoralists. In 1836 Governor Bourke had allowed 
graziers to occupy all the land they could stock for 10 an acre, and from 1847 pastoralists were granted the 'pre-emptive 
right' to purchase some of their land and lease others for up to 14 years (MSEH 2006:44). 



Lots were sold off by the Crown from under the pastoralists' feet in Kilmore and Bylands in the early 1850s to assuage 
the agitation of new migrants and selectors. Established landholders could nonetheless use dummy bids to maintain their 
pre-eminence. Land along the Goulburn River preceded further large-scale sales in the Kilmore area, encouraging 
settlers and small farmers in particular to head to the northern areas of the Study Area until more land in the south was 
unlocked in the 1870s. A stake in the land was integral to many settlers quests for wealth and the spirit of the new 
generation is exemplified in the threat made by Robert O'Reilly who wished to select part of William Hamilton's 70,000 
acre Glenaroua Run at Broadford in 1870:



"I am a native of this colony and if debarred from obtaining a part of my natal soil whereon to place my foot it is time 
that I should adopt some other land where the whole territory shall not be in the hands of a few." (MSEH 2006:44). 



The first European boundaries marked out were those associated with sheep and cattle runs, the names of many of these 
being passed down to subsequent townships or street names in the region. Surveyors and draftsmen were employed by 
both squatters and government to mark out territory for disposal. The physical marking of territory and making of maps 
was an integral part of laying claim to the land. These boundaries often appeared to be fairly arbitrarily drawn in 
straight lines from point to point, attempting to include the most promising land and water sources. The territories 
marked for pastoral leases and for townships explain many of the boundaries and names of townships and streets 
throughout the Study Area today (MSEH 2006:46). 



The process followed by draughtsman T.H. Nutt, who carried out the initial survey for William Rutledge in the Kilmore 
area was typical. Here the southwest reference point was a 'gum stump lettered R', the southeast marked by a 'box tree 
lettered R'. The Willowmavin-Moranding Rd. thus naturally arose in its line marking the northern boundary, the north-
west corner marked by 'a honeysuckle marked four sides and lettered R' and another box tree on northeast. In 1851 the 
government surveyor named many of the Broadford areas locations after the pioneers, and with land sales in 1854 
tenants were able to purchase their own land (MSEH 2006:46).



The processes carried out by these early surveyors and draftsmen are clearly visible today, not only in the grid, but in the 
alignment of houses and other buildings, their front elevations parallel to the roads (MSEH 2006:46).



While agriculture and husbandry formed the basis of primary production in the Study Area, quarries to the south of 
Trawool also provided facing for building in Melbourne - the quarry remembered by the rail siding of Granite. The 
Trawool area also yielded timber, gravel and two main species of trees - the grey box used for wheel naves and the 
ironbark for spokes. Small amounts of gold were found at Reedy Creek, and at King Parrot Creek in 1859 and later at 
Strath Creek in 1860. Reedy Creek also had another gold rush in the 1880s, bringing more people into the area. Sand 
was also extracted in large quantities from Mollison's Creek at Pyalong and sent by rail to Melbourne (MSEH 
2006:46).
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Primary production began when land was the indicator of wealth in the agrarian colonies, and lay at the heart of the 
ambitions of many a migrant farmer. The debate over ownership and distribution of the land was thus inextricable from 
the development of primary production and influenced what kind of agriculture developed - for example farming around 
large areas of Kilmore were delayed as small farmers would head for the Goulburn River area where more land was 
being opened up for selection (MSEH 2006:46).



Throughout the Study Area's history the predominance of wool has been a constant. The Kilmore area alone had 73,000 
sheep in 1975, as well as large numbers of pigs and 20,000 cattle. In the southern areas these numbers declined as 
residential development encroached upon the agricultural land (MSEH 2006:47).



Charles Bonney's shepherd was amongst the earliest agricultural labourers to grace the agrarian landscape, occupying 
the 'very gentle hills moderately timbered with gum' about 20 chains west of Kilmore Creek' of the Out Sheep Station in 
mid 1837. Large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle provided the mainstay of the pastoral economy under the squatters, 
overlanders and large landholders. Moranding Station alone, with a run comprising 28,000 acres, fed over 500 cattle 
and 9000 sheep. When wool prices were depressed they resorted to tanning and selling the sheep hides in Melbourne. 
Mary Dempsey's Marengo Run 15,360 acres near Seymour fed 500 cattle and 3,000 sheep in 1846, while at Worrough 
Andrew Brown had 6000 sheep on 26,880 acres. Gideon Stewart acquired Habbies Howe pastoral run established from 
George Taylor in 1843 after bringing 500 sheep across from Van Diemens Land (MSEH 2006:47).



Clonbinane

The pastoral region of Clonbinane is located to the northeast of Wandong, forming part of the Western Port District in the 
Parish of Glenburnie. Clonbinane was described by the Argus in 1848 as a pastoral run of approximately 25,600 acres, 
which had been claimed by Michael Heffernan since 1843, being:



Bounded on the north by the Reedy Creek 5 miles, on the south by Kirk and Harlin 3 miles, on the west by Mr Whitehead 
11/2 miles, and on the east by ranges. (The Argus 29 September 1848:1)



In January of 1851 Clonbinane run was acquired by Scottish migrant Alexander McKenzie under the pre-emptive right to 
run (Clonbinane Park Homestead Hermes record). Upon Alexander's death the station was taken over by his sons until it 
was sold off in 1873, but returned to family ownership when it was purchased by Alexander's youngest son, Malcolm 
Kenneth McKenzie in 1883. 



Malcolm was a prominent member in the local community as owner of the 36,000 acre Reedy Creek Station at 
Broadford, as well as Minister for Anglesey and Upper Goulburn 1892-1920 and fervent advocate of Federation (Argus 
16 June 1927:14). Clonbinane Station remained in the McKenzie family for over seventy years and was close to the site 
of Clonbinane Park, Malcolm Kenneth McKenzie's grand Italianate homestead that was destroyed in the 2009 bushfires 
(Clonbinane Park Homestead Hermes record). At the time of his death in 1927, Malcolm was described as a grazier, 
politician and great supporter of pastoral land rights (Argus 16 June 1927:14).



Although Clonbinane was subject to a gold mining boom beginning in the 1870s that lasted till around 1880, gold 
discoveries quickly subsided and the small township instead supported local saw milling and agricultural industries. 
Clonbinane was not listed in the postal directory of 1888, at which time nearby Wandong was listed with only ten 
commercial enterprises including a blacksmith, station master, school, the Travellers' Rest Hotel and of course, Robert 
Affleck Robertson's milling enterprise (Wise, 1888). It is believed that the site of the Clonbinane Post Office - opened in 
1892 - was in fact at Clonbinane Park, with the more northern settlement of Waterford Park regarded as Clonbinane's 
associated housing estate (Clonbinane Park Homestead Hermes record).
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Place history 

The Smedley homestead site is located at number 85 on the north side of Smedley's Lane, Clonbinane in the Parish of 
Glenburnie. The property is situated at Crown allotment W1 Section D (CAW1/D), which was acquired by William 
Smedley in 1874 and comprises a timber shearing shed and small outbuilding. There are some archaeological remains of 
the homestead or other farm buildings that were destroyed by fire in 2009.   



William Smedley was an English migrant who married Margaret Ward of Tipperary in 1850 and spent 15 years living at 
the gold mining settlement of Mt William near Kilmore (Kilmore Free Press 28 April 1910:3). William was employed in 
various roles throughout the district to pay off land they had selected in Upper Sunday Creek - later known as Clonbinane 
- in 1884. The couple and their nine children moved to their property at Clonbinane in the early 1880s and, together with 
his sons, William (who was a sawyer by trade) worked a sawpit in a steep gully at the site to produce sawn timber to 
construct the homestead complex, and utilised the extensive farmland to become self-sufficient. The property became 
known as 'The Elms' because of the Elms planted by the family near the homestead (Pickett 2011:264). 



The couple went on to have a further six children at Clonbinane, making a total of 15. In 1901 William was elected as a 
councillor with Kilmore Shire and was 'instrumental in the planning and construction of roads and bridges in 
Clonbinane' (Pickett 2011:264). At the time of their sixtieth wedding anniversary in 1910, Mr and Mrs Smedley were 
described as pioneers of the district (Kilmore Free Press 28 April 1910:3). The couple moved to Wandong in the first 
decade of the Twentieth Century after most of their children had married and relocated elsewhere in Victoria. In 1910 
'The Elms' was purchased by their son Alfred Patrick Smedley and later by his nephew Stanley Smedley (son of Thomas 
Smedley) in 1922. Stanley and his wife Mary resided at the original family homestead while constructing a new home on 
the property, which they relocated to in 1926 (Pickett 2011:264-265). 



The property was passed down to subsequent Smedley family members and continued as a working sheep and cattle farm 
(wool pressed with 'The Elms' brand was sold in Melbourne), evidence of which remains in the form of a shearing shed 
and small outbuildings at the site. These are believed to have been constructed around the turn of the Century. The 1926 
Smedley homestead at 'The Elms' was destroyed by the Black Saturday bushfires of 2009.



Sources

'Claims to Leases of Crown Land' (1848), Argus, 29 September 1848:1.

Clonbinane Park Homestead complex place details, Hermes record no. 110189.

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

'Mr M K McKenzie Dead' (1927), Argus, 16 June 1927:14.

Pickett, Ron (2011), Ghosts, Gold & a White Elephant: A History of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, 
Wandong/Heathcote Junction Community Group Inc.

Vidal, Dianna, pers. comm. September 2015 and historic and recent photos showing interior of woolshed and other 
buildings on the site 

'Wandong' (1910), Kilmore Free Press, 28 April 1910:3.

Wise & Co Postal Directory 1888

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Smedley's Homestead site is located at the end of Smedley's Lane and approached via a timber single lane bridge. Whilst 
the bridge appears to have been replaced after 2009 it has been rebuilt in a sympathetic manner. Located adjacent to 
Sunday Creek with a backdrop of hills behind the site, the remaining farm buildings and a grove of a large elm trees mark 
the site of the former homestead. The site comprises a shearing shed of timber and one other small gabled outbuilding 
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(believed to have been the dairy) along with some sheep yards defined by post and rail fencing. The buildings are set 
within a grove of magnificent elm trees that encircle the site. 



The shearing shed is a typical vernacular farm building primarily a linear form with an asymmetrical roof but with 
several additions that add to its picturesque qualities. Built with a timber frame and with unpainted weatherboard 
cladding some parts of the shed are clad with vertical boards. The shearing shed also contains the shearing stands, wool-
press and sheep pens. According to Dianna Vidal the shed also contains the wool table that was once the dining table 
from the family homestead. The smaller of the two buildings is also of vernacular timber construction and is in a 
deteriorated condition. The footing remains of other buildings are evident nearby, and may be either those of other farm 
buildings or the homestead. 



There is a large group of elm trees, some of which reach to over 20 metres in height and are estimated to be 80-100 years 
old. Many of the elms are suckering and these trees, combined with the larger specimens provide a secluded setting to the 
buildings. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
Clonbinane continues as a predominantly agricultural and grazing area, while Waterford Park is considered a small 
residential community within Mitchell Shire. The Mitchell Shire region was devastated by the Black Saturday bushfires 
of 2009 and so built heritage dating from the pastoral era is considered significant. 



Smedley's Homestead site is a locally rare example of a nineteenth century farm building within the 
Clonbinane/Waterford Park area. Clonbinane Park (HO30) and Mulberry Cottage (also assessed as part of this Study) are 
the only other assessed heritage places in the locality.



There are other more extensive farm complexes within Mitchell Shire such as 'Wyldecourt' at 370 Kilmore Lancefield 
Road (Hermes 110423), 'Woodburn' 125 McDougall's Road Kilmore (Hermes 110443) and places within the Moranding 
Rural settlement (Hermes 74212), however Smedley's is a rare survivor in the Clonbinane area and is able to demonstrate 
the activity of small scale farming through its surviving shearing shed.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant? 

The Smedley Farm Complex (The Elms), established in the mid 1880s by English migrant and sawyer William Smedley 
and his Irish wife Margaret (formerly Ward), and comprising a shearing shed, small dairy/outbuilding, archaeological and 
above ground remains of other buildings and a grove of Elm trees is significant. 



Other, post-World War II buildings on the site are not significant.



How is it significant?

The Smedley Farm Complex is of local historic, archaeological and aesthetic significance to Mitchell Shire. 



Why is it significant?

It is historically significant for its association with district pioneers William and Margaret Smedley who established the 
property in the mid 1880s after living at Mt William near Kilmore. The property maintains its long association with 
within the Smedley family after purchase in 1910 by Alfred Patrick Smedley, and later by Stanley Smedley in 1922. The 
fittings of the shearing shed including the pens, shearing stands, and wool-press contribute to the understanding of its use. 
They also form a collection demonstrating the skills and self sufficiency of the Smedley family. (Criterion A) 
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The complex is a highly picturesque group of buildings and trees set beside the Sunday Creek and approached via a 
single lane timber bridge. The timber shearing shed and outbuilding, together with post and rail fencing and mature elm 
trees are highly evocative of a nineteenth century farm, despite the loss of some other outbuildings. The shearing shed is 
an excellent example of a vernacular farm building and its timber construction and combination of weatherboard and 
vertical boarding reflects the timber cutting skills of William Smedley. The elm trees surrounding the buildings are 
exceptionally fine and large specimens that frame the view of the shearing shed from the bridge and contribute to the 
setting. (Criterion E) 



The footings of former buildings have archaeological potential in understanding the site prior to 2009. (Criterion C)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

Yes Mature Elm trees

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO) as an individual place with tree controls, as shown in the above table. Extent of HO to 
include the buildings and land as shown on the site plan in the 'Wandong & Heathcote Junction Heritage Gap Study 
Stage 2' report 2015.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name SMALLEY HOUSE (FORMER)

Address 37 GLENBURNIE AVENUE, HEATHCOTE 
JUNCTION

Significance Level Local

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes
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Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



  



Early history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction. Just to the south of present-day Heathcote Junction is a 
narrow valley once known as Lightwood Flat (so named for a native wattle tree now known as Blackwood) where the 
railway contractors constructed wood-fired kilns, and used local clays to produce bricks for culvert construction. 
Meanwhile, further to the north, quarries were opened to supply ballast (Payne 1981:45). 



Once the railway was opened, railway staff such as gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. 
They were joined by selectors such as William Munro who selected land, which contained brick kilns used by the railway 
contractors and clay deposits. He continued the kiln operation and erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the 
railway authorities to construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood 
siding (Payne 1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation at Lightwood Flat was marked by the building of the first St John's 
Church of England on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon re-opening in the new building on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 
1981:47-9).



  



Development of Heathcote Junction

Apart from the brief flourishing of Lightwood Flat in the late nineteenth century, little development occurred in what is 
now Heathcote Junction until the early twentieth century due to its proximity to Wandong. A crossing loop known as 
'Summit' was provided at the site of the present railway station in 1885, however, a passenger railway station was not 
provided until 1890, two years after the branch line to Kilmore (and later to Bendigo) had been opened (Pickett 
2011:165). The new station was known as 'Kilmore Junction' and included a timber signal box operated by the 
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stationmaster, who was provided with a residence. The station opened for passengers in March 1890. In 1922 the name of 
the station was officially changed to Heathcote Junction (Waugh 2002).



According to Pickett (2011:168) the Heathcote Junction community has always been 'small and scattered' and of the 
small permanent population most men worked at the timber mills and, later, for the Forests Commission. In 1917 farming 
land on the east side of the railway was subdivided into almost 200 allotment and the first houses, mostly simple timber 
cottages, were built on this subdivision soon afterwards. A notice for the second auction sale of land in the subdivision 
held in November 1917 advised potential purchasers that a Mr. W.J. Johnston had already built a house 'fronting Railway 
Road, close to the Stationmaster's villa', while Mr. Dyason had made 'great improvements to his cottage on Mountain 
Road' and a railway employee intended to build upon a three-acre site in Eucalypt Grove (Heathcote Junction Auction 
Notice). The settlement, however, remained small: in the mid-1920s there were about 10 houses, which increased to 
about 20 houses by 1939. Some, like the Smalley family cottage in Glenburnie Avenue, were permanently occupied 
while others were used as 'weekenders' by people who lived in Melbourne (Pickett 2011:168-70, RB). 



Like Wandong, new residents seeking a rural residential lifestyle have been attracted to Heathcote Junction and since the 
1970s many houses have been built on the interwar subdivisions and new estates to the north and east.



Place history

The land to the east of Heathcote Junction station was selected in the late 1870s. One E. Johnson selected the land (CA 
159, Parish of Bylands) to the north of what is now North Mountain Road in November 1878, while John Kyle, a farmer, 
obtained the Crown grant for the land (CA 158 & 158A) immediately to the south (Parish Plan, LV). Both 
allotments remained unsubdivided and in the same ownership until early in the twentieth century. The first change of 
ownership came in 1911 when the Victorian Railways purchased a small allotment from Kyle at the northwest corner of 
his land near what was then known as Kilmore Junction station where a new residence was soon erected for the 
stationmaster. One year later John Kyle died and probate was granted to George Heythorpe of Malvern. In 1916 Mr. 
Heythorpe sold the property to Thomas Gerald Forbes. In the same year Forbes purchased Johnson's CA159 (LV).



Thomas Gerald Forbes was a real estate agent and auctioneer of Bridge Road, Richmond. Within a few months he had 
subdivided the two land parcels into over 190 allotments ranging in size from suburban blocks of half an acre to small 
farmlets of 25 to 54 acres. To the south of North Mountain Road the subdivision created the southward extension of Rail 
Street (then called Railway Road), and Glenburnie Avenue, Wombat Avenue and Junction Road, while to the north the 
new streets were named Station Avenue, Range Avenue, View Road, Messmate Avenue and Eucalypt Grove. The first 
land sales, held during 1916 and 1917, were extensively advertised in Melbourne and local newspapers and special trains 
were arranged to convey potential buyers from Melbourne. The auction notices emphasized the elevation of the land, the 
healthy environment, and its proximity to Kilmore Junction station that provided easy access to Melbourne:



This new mountain township, health and rest resort is at the highest point on the Melbourne to Sydney railway. It crosses 
the top of the Great Divide where nights are cool in the height of summer. There are many beautiful home sites 
commanding extensive views. (Tribune, 9 March 1916, p.8)



Other notices noted that the elevation of 1000 feet was 600 feet higher than the 'well-known health resorts' of Healesville 
and Warburton, and the township site was 'many miles' nearer to Melbourne (Richmond Guardian 10 November 1917, 
p.5). The land was described as being suitable for weekend health resorts, homes sites, poultry farms and fruit growing 
(Kilmore Free Press 9 March 1916 p.3).



As noted above, the first houses were built as early as 1917. In 1924, Thomas Smalley, a carpenter, purchased lots 34-37 
in the southern estate on the west side of Glenburnie Avenue (that is, on the opposite side of the street to this property). 
However, it appears he did not build on his land and instead his son, Arthur, built a small timber cottage on the east side 
of Glenburnie Avenue on this property (Kathy Smalley). Unusually, it appears that the Smalley family never owned this 
land: according to title records the first owner was Clarence Riley, a soldier, of Brunswick who purchased lots 56-61 in 
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the southern estate in August 1943 (LV). 



The cottage built by Arthur Smalley was for himself, his wife Ada and their children. A photo of the Smalley family, 
dated to 1928 or 1929 based on the age of the children, shows Winnie, Iris, Mavis, Les, Syd and Roy Smalley in front of 
the partially completed timber cottage, which appears at that time to be gable-fronted with only one square window and a 
door in the facade (Kathy Smalley, Karen Christensen).



The cottage was later extended to its present gabled form and has remained on the same site to the present day. 
Throughout this time, the land has remained in the ownership of the Riley family (LV, Karen Christensen).



Sources

Bylands Parish Plan

Heathcote Junction Auction Note, copy held by Lynne Dore (undated, but c.1917 as it advertises the auction held on 
November 17, 1917)

Kilmore Shire rate books (RB)

Land Victoria (LV), Vol. 1194 Fol. 794,Vol. 3974 Fol. 644 (CA159 1916 subdivision), Vol. 4012 Fol. 231 (CA158 1916 
subdivision), Vol. 4882 Fol. 241, Vol. 6674 Fol. 614, LP 7005

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Christensen, Karen of the Wandong History Group - copy of Smalley family photos provided by email on 23 September 
2015. Originals of photos held by Sandra Moran, a Smalley family descendent who provided the photos to Karen. The 
photos include two dated 1928 or 1929 showing the family standing in front of the partially completed cottage, two of the 
children from the 1928 photo standing in front of the cottage c.1982, and some images of the interior, undated but 
c.1980s/90s.

Smalley, Kathy. Information about the Smalley family provided via email to Karen Christensen on 28 September 2015

Wandong History Group (WHG), 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of 
the Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a small timber cottage with a transverse gabled roof, a rear skillion and a skillion verandah. The north side wall is 
clad in vertical timber boards, and the front and south walls in horizontal weatherboards. There are two square windows 
and what appear to be two entry doors in the front wall, and a small double-hung sash window in the north wall. There is 
a metal chimney flue on the south gable. At the front of the house are some fruit trees of varying age. A modern house is 
further to the north.



Early (c.1928) photos indicate that this cottage was built in stages and was possibly single-fronted, before assuming the 
present form. The verandah was a later addition, and the balustrade to the balcony dates from after c.1982. At some time, 
the cladding to the facade has been changed from vertical to horizontal weatherboards. 



Internally, the gabled section of the house contains two small rooms, a bedroom at the north end and a living area to the 
south (based on Smalley family photos). 
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Comparative Analysis 

 
While the Heathcote Junction subdivision contained 190 allotments very few were built on prior to World War II. 
Examination of Kilmore Shire rate books indicates there were about 20 houses in the township by 1940. However, few of 
these houses survive today. Known examples are:



- House, 159-61 Rail Street. This small gabled timber cottage was constructed c.1920s/30s. The house remains relatively 
intact including two brick chimneys and there are minor additions to the front and rear. This house is recommended for 
inclusion in the heritage overlay.



- House, 37 North Mountain Road. This house was built in 1937, reputedly from flattened asphalt tins, however, it has 
been significantly altered and no longer resembles the house shown in an early photograph, and does not meet the 
threshold of local significance.



- Jack Long house, 107 Rail Street. This gabled timber cottage was built c.1935. It has been altered, the major change 
being the installation of much larger windows in the facade, significantly altering its appearance and it does not meet the 
threshold of local significance.



- Victorian Railways stationmaster's house, 121 Rail Street. This timber cottage with a hipped roof was built c.1911, 
prior to the subdivision, to a standard design and is now the oldest house in Heathcote Junction. Although it has been 
altered and extended it is of historic significance because of its earlier date and connection to the railway station, and is 
recommended for inclusion in the heritage overlay.



- House, 21 View Road. Constructed c.1925. This timber house has been altered and extended several times to the extent 
that the original house is no longer legible, and it does not meet the threshold of local significance.



Although this house has been altered it retains a relatively high degree of integrity to its original date of construction 
when compared to the other houses. It compares with the house at 159-61 Rail Street as a representative example of the 
simple cottages constructed during the interwar period in Heathcote Junction.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The former Smalley House at 37 Glenburnie Avenue, Heathcote Junction is significant. This is a small gabled timber 
cottage, facing west, with a verandah and a skillion roof at the rear. The facade contains two square single-pane windows 
and what appears to be two doors, each one leading into one of the two adjoining rooms under gable. The house is clad in 
vertical timber boards along the side walls, and vertical weatherboards across the facade.



The other house, and other buildings on the property are not significant.



How is it significant?

The former Smalley House at 37 Glenburnie Avenue, Heathcote Junction is of local historic significance to Mitchell 
Shire.



Why is it significant?

It is historically significant as one of the oldest houses in Heathcote Junction and is a representative example of the 
modest cottages that were built following the subdivision of the land near the railway station in 1917. The significance of 
the place is enhanced by its rarity values as one of the few examples of these early cottages in Heathcote Junction. 
(Criteria A, B & D)
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Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO) with no specific HO schedule controls, as shown in the above table. Extent of HO to 
include the house and all of the land between the house and Glenburnie Avenue.
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HOUSE (FORMER)

Address 121 RAIL STREET, HEATHCOTE JUNCTION Significance Level Local

Place Type Railway Residence/Quarters,House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes
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Designer / Architect Victorian Railways,  Victorian 
Railway Way & Works

Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH): 



Theme 3 - Linking communities: 2.3 Moving goods and people, and distributing information; The railways and post 
offices

Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



The North-eastern Railway 

Following the extravagant expenditure on the construction of the Victorian Government's first inland railways during the 
1850s and 60s, it was to be almost a decade before railway expansion resumed (Museum Victoria website). 



The next phase of railway development, lasting throughout the 1870s, saw the completion of additional trunk routes or 
main lines from Essendon to Wodonga, from Oakleigh to Sale and westward from Ballarat to Ararat and Horsham (on a 
route that would later extend to Adelaide). Another line extended westwards from Geelong to Colac (which later reached 
Warrnambool and Port Fairy) and from Ararat to Portland through Hamilton. In central Victoria the first branch lines 
were built to places such as Maryborough, Dunolly, St Arnaud and Inglewood to serve rapidly developing farming and 
mining districts (Museum Victoria website).



The railway line to north-eastern Victoria was first proposed in 1862 and various routes were suggested. An 1866 map 
shows the proposed line from Melbourne to Albury, however discussion on routes through different towns continued 
until an 1869 survey by the Engineer-in-Chief, Thomas Higinbotham, was adopted (Turton, 1973:15). On February 10, 
1870, the Minister for Lands signed notices to be given in order to claim alienated land for the railway, and six days later 
owners were told to send in claims (Turton, 1973:20).



The North-eastern Railway was constructed in three major sections: Melbourne to Seymour; Seymour to Benalla; and 
Benalla to Wodonga. Thomas O'Grady, James Leggatt and James Noonan were awarded the contract for the Melbourne 
to Seymour section to be completed by March 31, 1872. A ceremony was held at Essendon on 20 June 1870 where the 
Minister for Railways turned the first sod. The main site office for this section was set up at Kilmore, approximately half 
way along this section of the line (Turton, 1973:24, 26, 35).



The main line ran from Essendon and was completed to the south bank of the Goulburn River, two miles from Seymour, 
by April 1872. A reception was arranged at the terminus and Thomas Higinbotham, Engineer in Chief and surveyor of 
the route, made a speech in which he predicted that the north-eastern railway line would become "the great Australian 
highway between Sydney and Melbourne" (Turton, 1973: 17-18, 28, 30). However, this line bypassed the town of 
Kilmore with the nearest station at Kilmore East (originally known as Kilmore station) about 2 miles to the east of the 
town. 



Branch line to Bendigo via Kilmore 

The 1880s was a decade of economic prosperity and growth in Victoria and saw the greatest period of railway building in 
the colony. Between 1882 and 1892 an additional 1548 miles of line were opened, more than doubling that built over the 
previous three decades (Lee, 2007:80). 



The new lines were constructed in accordance with two Acts, one passed in December 1880 that authorised the 
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construction of 23 railways and the second, passed in December 1884 that proposed over 60 new railways. The 1884 Act, 
officially known as the Railway Construction Act became infamous as the 'Octopus Act' because it authorised railways 
in almost every electorate in the colony. As Lee (2007:93) concludes it was 'the most emphatic expression of the boom 
time mentality in public investment'.



One of the lines authorised by the Octopus Act was the branch line from Heathcote Junction to Bendigo via Kilmore. 
This was constructed in stages commencing at either end of the route. The section from Heathcote Junction to Kilmore 
was completed by October 1888. In July 1888 a tender from McDermott and Sons was accepted for the construction of 
the section from Heathcote (near Bendigo) to Kilmore. Most of the line was completed by 1889, however, for almost a 
year horse-drawn carriages provided a shuttle service between Tooborac and Pyalong and the line was not officially 
opened until 22 August, 1890 (Randell, 1985:56-7). In 1891 a branch line was constructed to Lancefield.



The Lancefield branch was never profitable and was dismantled by 1914. The Bendigo to Heathcote section closed by 
1958 and the remaining section of the line via Kilmore was closed by 1968 (Tucker, 1988:124-6; Turton, 1973:90)



Victorian Railway staff housing historical background



VR staff housing prior to 1900

Prior to 1886, it appears that the Victorian Railways (VR) provided dwellings for the Station Masters (SM) in the station 
buildings themselves. This was largely because the SM was expected to be on duty for all trains passing through the 
station, irrespective of the time (Jenkin 2013i). 



In 1886 the VR introduced a new series of standard plans for stations that did not include provision for living quarters for 
the SM. At the same time a parallel series of plans were produced for SM residences; their size being based on the 
classification of the station. All were based on a standard double fronted Victorian villa; with the individual classification 
based on the number of rooms (Jenkin 2013i).



With one exception, it appears, that accommodation was not provided for other employees, who presumably, were 
expected to rent accommodation where they were appointed, as they largely worked shifts. The exceptions were Gate 
Keepers. Until 1891, all level crossings with roads were gated and the Gate Keeper was expected to be on duty to open 
and close the gates at all hours. So they had to live adjacent to their gate. From the late 1870s a standard three-room 
cottage was devised consisting two bedrooms and a living room. In 1891, as a depression economy, most gated crossings, 
outside of major towns were abolished. This left the VR with a large number surplus Gate Houses. Many were relocated 
to become, station buildings, or were modified or combined and added to, to become housing for SMs and, later, other 
employees (Jenkin 2013i). 



This policy applied to the Traffic Branch, which included Station Staff, signalmen, Gate Keepers etc; but it appears that 
from the 1880s the Rolling Stock Branch, which included drivers and firemen, also began to provide standard houses. 
This probably accounts for the situation in some towns where the station precinct effectively comprises two sections: one 
close to the station and another close to the locomotive depot. Following a departmental enquiry arising from a complaint 
from Donald, about the cost of rented housing for firemen, a significant number of houses were constructed in rural 
towns with larger locomotive depots (Jenkin 2013i). 



VR staff housing 1910-1945

In 1910, it appears the VR produced a new series of designs for both stations and dwellings, All contained elements of 
the Edwardian architecture of the time and Class 1 and 2 types were of a totally new design, while the Class 3 and 4 types 
were largely of the same floor plan as their predecessors, with rooms opening off a central passageway. Notably, from 
1910 onwards the drawings are headed 'Employees houses' not 'Station Master's house'. From about 1918 a newer and 
much more compact design was also developed (Jenkin 2013i). 
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Most of the houses built prior to 1920 were timber, but it was found that many such dwellings in the north and west of the 
State were subject to extensive termite damage and were intolerably hot in summer, especially in the north west of the 
State. And so in 1921 the VR developed a standard design using precast concrete bricks made on site using a series of 
fold out metal moulds. Construction of concrete block houses appears to have commenced about 1924, although the 
construction of timber houses continued in parallel. Officially, as a Great Depression economy measure all new housing 
construction ceased by the early 1930s, but it appears some cement block houses were still being built between 1935 and 
1939 (Jenkin 2013i).



VR staff housing after 1945

In the years following World War II Victoria was faced with a chronic housing shortage and the VR found they were 
faced with a major problem: due to wartime restrictions the housing construction section had largely ceased to exist, the 
demand for railways by passengers and freight had increased and the Department were committed to sponsoring a 
significant number of migrant workers from the United Kingdom and Europe. Operation Phoenix (a major rehabilitation 
initiative by the VR to rehabilitate and improve Victoria's railway network that commenced c.1949) and major projects 
such as the construction of the standard gauge line to Albury, created a demand for increased numbers of employees and 
housing (Jenkin 2013i). 



To solve the problem the Victorian Government looked to prefabricated housing. However, it became clear that local 
manufacturers could not meet demand and so the VR had to do something it had not done since 1859: import houses from 
the United Kingdom. From an efficiency point of view, this was highly successful, as the VR also became the importing 
agent for other agencies such as the State Electricity Commission. In total over 1500 precut houses were imported and the 
project became known as 'Operation Snail' (Jenkin 2013i). A total of 388 'Snail Houses' were erected in country areas in 
1951 and 1952(Newsrail).



To supplement the precut houses, the VR also used locally manufactured prefabricated houses. There were three main 
companies who constructed prefab houses: Stawell Timber Industries and Phelans of Maryborough, which between them 
provided most of the houses going to west and north of the State, and; Winwood Housing who had a large site in the 
Melbourne suburb of Sandringham that, with a few exceptions, provided houses to Gippsland. All companies also 
supplied the Housing Commission of Victoria (Jenkin 2013i). 



Place history

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction, and just to the south is a narrow valley once known as 
Lightwood Flat (so named for a native wattle tree now known as Blackwood) where the railway contractors constructed 
wood-fired kilns, and used local clay deposits to produce bricks for culverts. Meanwhile, further to the north, quarries 
were opened to supply ballast (Payne 1981:45). 



Once the railway was opened staff employed along the route as gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the 
first settlers. However, due to its proximity to Wandong, little development occurred in what is now Heathcote Junction 
until the early twentieth century. A crossing loop known as 'Summit' was provided at the site of the present railway 
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station in 1885, however, a passenger railway station was not provided until 1890, two years after the branch line to 
Kilmore (and later to Bendigo) had been opened (Pickett 2011:165). The new station was known as 'Kilmore Junction' 
and included a timber signal box operated by the stationmaster, who was provided with a residence. The station opened 
for passengers in March 1890 (Waugh 2002). In 1922 the name of the station was officially changed to Heathcote 
Junction.



The first stationmaster's residence was situated on the west side of the station within the 'V' of land formed by the 
branch line to Kilmore (Pickett 2011:81). In 1911 the Victorian Railways acquired a site at the south corner of Rail Street 
and North Mountain Road where a new residence was soon erected, and in May 1912 invited tenders for the purchase and 
removal of the old residence (LV, Kilmore Free Press 23 May 1912, p.3). When the land on the east side of the railway 
station was subdivided in 1917 this residence was noted on the plans as the 'Stationmaster's house' and it can be seen in a 
c.1917 view of Heathcote Junction Railway Station looking south east (Heathcote Junction Auction Notice, image also 
reproduced in Pickett 2011:72).



The Stationmaster's residence was one of the first houses (if not the first) built in Heathcote Junction. After land to the 
north and south of North Mountain Road was subdivided into township allotments in 1917 small cottages, many of them 
'holiday shacks' used as weekenders by people from Melbourne, were built from the 1920s onwards.



In 1951 the VR built a 'Snail House' on part of the land, immediately to the east of the c.1911 residence (Newsrail) for an 
Assistant Stationmaster (ASM).



In 1962 one of the two Class 5 ASM positions was abolished and it appears that the remaining ASM was withdrawn from 
Heathcote Junction by the mid 1960s after the last regular passenger train ran on the Heathcote line (Waugh 2002). In 
1975 this house was sold to a local farmer and in 1991 the land was subdivided into two lots (LV). The adjoining lot to 
the east, now 5-7 North Mountain Road, contains the 1951 'Snail House'.



Sources

Heathcote Junction Auction Notice (undated, but c.1917 as the date of auction is shown), copy held by Lynne Dore

Jenkin, Ian, 2013i, Report to David Helms Heritage Planning, History of Victorian Railways Departmental Residences, 
Australian Railway Historical Society Victorian Division Inc. Archives

Land Victoria (LV), Certificates of Title Vol. 1194 Fol. 794, Vol. 3552 Fol. 341

Lee, Robert, 2007, The railways of Victoria. 1854-2004, Melbourne University Publishing, Carlton

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Museum Victoria website, http://museumvictoria.com.au/railways/ - viewed 24 August 2009

Turton, Keith, Six and a Half Inches From Destiny: The first hundred years of the Melbourne-Wodonga Railway 1873-
1973, Australian Railway Historical Society (Victorian Division), Melbourne, 1973

Newsrail, January 2008, 'Operation Snail', pp.8-20

Wandong History Group, 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of the 
Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Waugh, Andrew, 'Heathcote Junction', 2002

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is an example of a 'Class 4' Victorian Railways Employee residence. It is a timber cottage with a hipped roof with 
gablets and a symmetrical facade with windows on either side of the central door. There are two brick chimneys in the 
west wall. At the rear adjacent to the west boundary is an early gabled outbuilding, possibly also a standard V.R. design.
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Alterations include the replacement of the original enclosed gabled porch around the entry with the present verandah, 
replacement of windows and an addition on the east side. This addition has been carried out sympathetically using similar 
materials and roof form to the original dwelling. 



On the adjoining site immediately to the east at 5-7 North Mountain Road is the 'Snail House', constructed in 1951. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
As noted in the History, the Victorian Railways (VR) provided Departmental Residences (DRs) for staff in a range of 
standard designs from the late nineteenth century until the 1950s. Most were constructed of timber. Usually, a residence 
was provided for the stationmaster and, at larger or junction stations, residences would be provided for other staff. 
However, many of these houses have been removed following the withdrawal of staff from stations through the 1970s 
and 1980s, as lines were closed or services reduced.



In Mitchell Shire, railway houses are known to survive at Broadford, Kilmore, Seymour, Tallarook, Tooborac and 
Wandong. Most of these are either 'T' class former gatehouses of the nineteenth century or pre-fab houses of the post-
war period. At Kilmore, until recently, there were several 'T' class railway houses at the end of Piper Street near the site 
of the railway station. However, only one survives today, which is very altered. Another 'T' class is at Station Street, 
Toorborac, while the railway house at 7 Rail Street, Wandong appears to be two 'T' class houses joined together (the 
Wandong residence does not appear in early photographs and has been moved to the present site).



Post-war railway houses survive at Heathcote Junction, Seymour, Tallarook, and Wallan. The greatest concentration is, 
not surprisingly, in the important railway centre of Seymour. The Seymour houses include 5-13 Dowling Street (which 
are not 'Snail' houses, and are possibly prefab designs - they are included in the Seymour Railway heritage overlay 
precinct), while a cluster of 34 'Snail' houses were built in Oak, Alfred, Battern and Wimble streets and several of these 
remain today (see, for example, 26-32 Oak St, 8-22 Alfred St, 12-30 & 11-23 Batten St, and 78-86 Wimble St - 
these houses are not included in the heritage overlay). 



At Tallarook there are several surviving railway houses near the station in Lodge Street: these include two 'Snail' houses 
(out of four constructed in 1951) and one pre-fab 'Phelan' house (these houses are now included in the Tallarook 
Township precinct heritage overlay precinct). There is also a 'Snail' house in Station Street, Wallan near the railway 
station (one of four constructed in 1951), and at 5-7 North Mountain Road (the site immediately to the west of this 
property at 121 Rail Street), Heathcote Junction. 



This house at 121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction is one of perhaps just two known examples of VR Class 4 houses in 
Mitchell Shire. Although it has been altered it retains its characteristic form and is complemented by an early outbuilding. 
It compares with the house at 3 Dowling Street, Seymour, which is more intact, but has also had the original gabled porch 
replaced by a verandah (the Dowling Street house is included within the Seymour Railway heritage overlay precinct).



As the signal box, platform shelters and original stationmaster's residence has been removed this is the oldest surviving 
building associated with Heathcote Junction railway station. In Heathcote Junction this house is also the earliest known 
surviving house, and probably the oldest building of any description. 



The former 'Snail House' at 5-7 North Mountain Road, while of some historic interest, is of lesser significance, as it 
dates from the post-war period.

Statement of Significance 


HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

HEATHCOTE JUNCTION STATIONMASTERS HOUSE (FORMER)
Hermes No 197652 Place Citation Report

09:15 AM23-Mar-2016

79



 
What is significant?

The former Victorian Railways Stationmaster's residence, constructed c.1911, at 121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction is 
significant. It is an example of a 'Class 4' Victorian Railways employee residence in the form of a timber cottage with a 
hipped roof with gablets and a symmetrical facade with windows on either side of the central door. There are two brick 
chimneys in the west wall. At the rear adjacent to the west boundary is an early gabled outbuilding, probably also a 
standard V.R. design.



Non-original alterations including the verandah, and the addition on the east side are not significant.



How is it significant?

The former Victorian Railways stationmaster's residence at 121 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction is of local historic 
significance to Mitchell Shire.



Why is it significant?

It is significant for its associations with the Victorian Railways as tangible evidence of the development of the railway 
network in Mitchell Shire in the early twentieth century, and as a representative example of a standard V.R. residence that 
demonstrates the practice of the Victorian Railways of providing accommodation for its staff. It is the only surviving 
building associated with the Heathcote Junction railway station from the early twentieth century, and is the oldest 
building of any type in Heathcote Junction. (Criteria A & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO), as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. Apply 
the HO to the whole of the property as defined by the title boundaries.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name HOUSE

Address 159-161 RAIL STREET, HEATHCOTE JUNCTION Significance Level Local

Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



  



Early history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction, and just to the south is a narrow valley once known as 
Lightwood Flat (so named for a native wattle tree now known as Blackwood) where the railway contractors constructed 
wood-fired kilns, and used local clays to produce bricks for culverts. Meanwhile, further to the north, quarries were 
opened to supply ballast (Payne 1981:45). 



Once the railway was opened, railway staff such as gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. 
They were joined by selectors such as William Munro who selected land, which contained brick kilns used by the railway 
contractors and clay deposits. He continued the kiln operation and erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the 
railway authorities to construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood 
siding (Payne 1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation at Lightwood Flat was marked by the building of the first St John's 
Church of England on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon re-opening in the new building on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 
1981:47-9).



  



Development of Heathcote Junction

Apart from the brief flourishing of Lightwood Flat in the late nineteenth century, little development occurred in what is 
now Heathcote Junction until the early twentieth century due to its proximity to Wandong. A crossing loop known as 
'Summit' was provided at the site of the present railway station in 1885, however, a passenger railway station was not 
provided until 1890, two years after the branch line to Kilmore (and later to Bendigo) had been opened (Pickett 
2011:165). The new station was known as 'Kilmore Junction' and included a timber signal box operated by the 
stationmaster, who was provided with a residence. The station opened for passengers in March 1890. In 1922 the name of 
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the station was officially changed to Heathcote Junction (Waugh 2002).



According to Pickett (2011:168) the Heathcote Junction community has always been 'small and scattered' and of the 
small permanent population most men worked at the timber mills and, later, for the Forests Commission. In 1917 farming 
land on the east side of the railway was subdivided into almost 200 allotment and the first houses, mostly simple timber 
cottages, were built on this subdivision soon afterwards. A notice for the second auction sale of land in the subdivision 
held in November 1917 advised potential purchasers that a Mr. W.J. Johnston had already built a house 'fronting Railway 
Road, close to the Stationmaster's villa', while Mr. Dyason had made 'great improvements to his cottage on Mountain 
Road' and a railway employee intended to build upon a three-acre site in Eucalypt Grove (Heathcote Junction Auction 
Notice).



The settlement, however, remained small: in the mid-1920s there were about 10 houses, which increased to about 20 
houses by 1939. Some, like the Smalley family cottage in Glenburnie Avenue, were permanently occupied while others 
were used as 'weekenders' by people who lived in Melbourne (Pickett 2011:168-70, RB). 



Like Wandong, new residents seeking a rural residential lifestyle have been attracted to Heathcote Junction and since the 
1970s many houses have been built on the interwar subdivisions and new estates to the north and east.



Place history

The land to the east of Heathcote Junction station was selected in the late 1870s. One E. Johnson selected the land (CA 
159, Parish of Bylands) to the north of what is now North Mountain Road in November 1878, while John Kyle, a farmer, 
obtained the Crown grant for the land (CA 158 & 158A) immediately to the south (Parish Plan, LV). Both 
allotments remained unsubdivided until early in the twentieth century. The first incursion was in 1911 when the Victorian 
Railways purchased a small allotment from Kyle at the northwest corner of his land near what was then known as 
Kilmore Junction station where a new residence was soon erected for the stationmaster. One year later John Kyle died 
and probate was granted to George Heythorpe of Malvern. In 1916 Mr. Heythorpe sold the property to Thomas Gerald 
Forbes. In the same year Forbes purchased Johnson's CA159 (LV).



Thomas Gerald Forbes was a real estate agent and auctioneer of Bridge Road, Richmond. Within a few months he had 
subdivided the two land parcels into over 190 allotments ranging in size from suburban blocks of half an acre to small 
farmlets of 25 to 54 acres. To the south of North Mountain Road the subdivision created the southward extension of Rail 
Street (then called Railway Road), and Glenburnie Avenue, Wombat Avenue and Junction Road, while to the north the 
new streets were named Station Avenue, Range Avenue, View Road, Messmate Avenue and Eucalypt Grove. The first 
land sales, held during 1916 and 1917, were extensively advertised in Melbourne and local newspapers and special trains 
were arranged to convey potential buyers from Melbourne. The auction notices emphasized the elevation of the land, the 
healthy environment, and its proximity to Kilmore Junction station that provided easy access to Melbourne:



This new mountain township, health and rest resort is at the highest point on the Melbourne to Sydney railway. It crosses 
the top of the Great Divide where nights are cool in the height of summer. There are many beautiful home sites 
commanding extensive views. (Tribune, 9 March 1916, p.8)



Other notices noted that the elevation of 1000 feet was 600 feet higher than the 'well-known health resorts' of Healesville 
and Warburton, and the township site was 'many miles' nearer to Melbourne (Richmond Guardian 10 November 1917, 
p.5). The land was described as being suitable for weekend health resorts, homes sites, poultry farms and fruit growing 
(Kilmore Free Press 9 March 1916 p.3).



This property, which was lot 110 in the southern estate, was told to Alice Rayner on 15 July 1925. According to the title, 
Alice (who also purchased lot 111 immediately to the south) was living at Heathcote Junction when she purchased the 
property. However, Alice died only four years later, in 1929, and without a will. When letters of administration of her 
estate were finally granted some thirty years later in 1959 they stated that when she died she owned property valued at 
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250 pounds in Heathcote Junction (LV).



The Wandong History Group believes this house was built in the 1920s and was occupied for some time by the Faulks 
family, who were immigrants from India (WHG 2013:64).



Sources

Bylands Parish Plan

Kilmore Shire rate books (RB)

Heathcote Junction Auction Note, copy held by Lynne Dore (undated, but c.1917 as it advertises the auction held on 
November 17, 1917)

Land Victoria (LV), Vol. 1194 Fol. 794,Vol. 3974 Fol. 644 (CA159 1916 subdivision), Vol. 4012 Fol. 231 (CA158 1916 
subdivision), LP 7005

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group, 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of the 
Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a small gabled timber cottage, facing west, with a skillion roof at the rear that extends to form a verandah. The 
facade contains two shuttered windows and what is presumed to be the original front door is hidden behind a later 
skillion-roofed addition. There are two chimneys on the outside of the north side wall, one of which has a very broad base 
indicating it serves the kitchen and is constructed of rough clay bricks, while the other is constructed of pressed red bricks 
with a soldier course at the top. The larger chimney appears to be of earlier date than the red brick chimney. The house 
appears to date from the interwar period.



Related plantings include a Monterey Cypress and some old fruit trees. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
While the Heathcote Junction subdivision contained 190 allotments very few were built on prior to World War II. 
Examination of Kilmore Shire rate books indicates there were about twenty houses in the township by 1940. However, 
few of these houses survive today. Known examples are:



- Smalley House (former), 37 Glenburnie Avenue. This small gabled timber cottage was constructed c.1920s/30s for the 
Smalley family. The house remains relatively intact: the verandah may have been added later and the wall cladding to the 
facade may have been replaced. It is recommended for inclusion in the heritage overlay.



- House, 37 North Mountain Road. This house was built in 1937, reputedly from flattened asphalt tins, however, it has 
been significantly altered and no longer resembles the house shown in an early photograph, and does not meet the 
threshold of local significance.



- Jack Long house, 107 Rail Street. This gabled timber cottage was built c.1935. It has been altered, the major change 
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being the installation of much larger windows in the facade, significantly altering its appearance and it does not meet the 
threshold of local significance.



- Victorian Railways stationmaster's house, 121 Rail Street. This timber cottage with a hipped roof was built c.1911, 
prior to the subdivision, to a standard design and is now the oldest house in Heathcote Junction. Although it has been 
altered and extended it is of historic significance because of its earlier date and connection to the railway station.



- House, 21 View Road. Constructed c.1925. This timber house has been altered and extended several times to the extent 
that the original house is no longer legible, and it does not meet the threshold of local significance.



Although this house has been altered it retains a relatively high degree of integrity to its original date of construction 
when compared to the other houses. It compares with the Smalley House as a representative example of the simple 
cottages constructed during the interwar period in Heathcote Junction.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The house at 159-161 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction is significant. This is a small gabled timber cottage, facing west, 
with a skillion roof at the rear that extends to form a verandah. The facade contains two shuttered windows and what is 
presumed to be the original front door is hidden behind a later skillion-roofed addition. There are two chimneys on the 
outside of the north side wall, one of which has a very broad base indicating it serves the kitchen and is constructed of 
rough clay bricks, while the other is constructed of pressed red bricks with a soldier course at the top. The larger chimney 
appears to be of earlier date than the red brick chimney.



How is it significant?

The house at 159-61 Rail Street, Heathcote Junction is of local historic significance to Mitchell Shire



Why is it significant?

It is historically significant as one of the oldest houses in Heathcote Junction and is a representative example of the 
modest cottages that were built following the subdivision of the land near the railway station in 1917. The significance of 
the place is enhanced by its rarity values as one of the few examples of these early cottages in Heathcote Junction. 
(Criteria A, B & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 
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Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO) as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. Extent 
of HO to include the western half of allotment 110 containing the house.
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HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name NO.4 CAMP OFFICE (FORMER)

Address 25 RANGE AVENUE, HEATHCOTE JUNCTION Significance Level Local

Place Type Forestry Office,Prisoner of War Camp

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes
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Designer / Architect Forestry Commission of Vic,  
Public Works Department

Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.3 Developing primary production; Timber

Theme 8 - Defending Australia



Internment camps in Mitchell Shire

The following is an edited extract from Pickett (2011:55-6):



During World War II, non-naturalized residents from many countries, notably Germany, then Italy and Japan, were 
labeled enemy aliens and seen as a potential threat to security, and so were placed in internment camps. Initially, many 
Germans and Italians who came to Australia prior to World War II had left their native countries to escape the Fascist 
governments. By January of 1943, 16,830 prisoners-of-war and internees were detained in Australia. In the same year, 
the Australian War Cabinet introduced a scheme to use the labour of Italian PoWs. At first, the scheme provided 
prisoners to farmers without military guard for payment of 1 pound per week per prisoner, with the prisoner receiving 15 
shillings of that amount.



In July 1943, 3 months after the rural labour scheme was introduced, its guidelines were amended to allow the 
employment of parties of Italian POWs in groups of 50-200 to work in rural industries where circumstances were 
favourable. The Forests Commission, desperately short of manpower, took up this option and had forest camps operating 
with POW labour by mid-1944. From the outset the Commission was well aware that its utilization of prisoner labour 
would not be an economical venture financially, but it believed that the increased expenditure would be worth while if it 
met with an increase in production. As Australian labour was not available there was no alternative.



In the Mt. Disappointment State Forest were camps nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, set up as sawmill camps, but also used after World 
War II to place migrants until they received government permission to leave. These migrants worked in the forest, were 
paid for their work and had all meals and accommodation provided. Germans and Italians were the largest nationalities 
represented, with people from Greece, Spain, Poland, Yugoslavia, Hungary, Latvia and Czechoslovakia in the camps. 
The migrants were able to leave the camps to socialize with local communities at dances and similar social events.



The Forestry Commission had charge of the migrant program, and contracted people such as Lawrie Davern to employ 
the migrants in their timber business. When the camps closed in the late 1960s, many workers stayed on as they had 
learnt the skills needed for forestry work, had learnt to love the forest and its lifestyle, and found the alternatives 
daunting.



Place history

This building is reputedly the former office from the No.4 camp, also known as Broadford No.4 (WHG). No.4 camp, 
situated at the top of Main Mountain Road near the South Road intersection, was built for fifty internees. There was a 
large underground tank for firefighting on one side of the road and equipment sheds on the other. After the camp was 
closed the office and storeroom remained for some time as a checking station for timber contractors working out of the 
forest (Pickett 2011:57).



It is not known when the office was relocated to the present site.
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Sources

Hermes 10424, No.4 Camp

Hermes 10436, No.2 Camp

Hermes 110380, 'Mt Disappointment Internment Camp No. 1', cites Rhodes, D. & Barnard, J., Central Highlands 
Historic Forest Activity Sites Study, 1996, Report to the AHC and DNRE

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group (WHG), 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of 
the Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former No.4 Camp Office is a small gable-fronted timber building. It is clad in weatherboards with vertical board in 
the gable end. The front wall contains the door and a small square window (both appear to have been painted a forest 
green), and between the door and window is a mail slot with a faded painted sign 'LETTERS' above. There are what 
appear to be further windows in the west wall, now covered by corrugated iron. The building appears to be relatively 
intact, but is in poor condition. 


Recommended Management 

 
As this building has been relocated to this site it may be relocated again if this will assist in its on-going conservation 
and, where applicable, allow for enhanced public interpretation. 



If this is done after the application of the heritage overlay (HO) then the HO listing should be relocated to the new site 


Comparative Analysis 

 
As noted in the History, at the end of the war the camps were abandoned and most buildings removed. At Camp No.1 all 
but one of the main huts were removed and when assessed in about 1996 the remains were distributed within a radius of 
150 metres from the intersection of Flowerdale and Allison roads. The original camp site was largely destroyed and the 
site now used as a picnic ground, but five definable features of the original camp remained: a two-roomed corrugated iron 
building (explosives magazine) encircled by an earth mound, including log buttressing; two concrete slab foundations of 
previous buildings; a drain/water race; and a cement water storage tank (Hermes: No.1 Camp record). 



At the No.2 Camp site some original features remained, and new buildings have been constructed. The remaining original 
features included a concrete spillway, a weatherboard building formerly used as the foreman's residence, a concrete weir, 
the concrete slab foundations of the POW mess hall, a concrete septic tank; a concrete drain, a grease trap, a water 
storage feature consisting of two large riveted boilers, and a cement tankstand (Hermes: No.2 Camp record).



Camp No.3, built to hold 20-30 people, appears to have been the smallest camp and was the first camp to be dismantled. 
Little is known about this camp (Pickett 2011).
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Part of the site of Camp No.4 has been used as a gravel dump and parking area. In about 1996 extant remains consisted of 
a large concrete slab and a concrete water reserve for fire fighting. The water reserve or tank was a square pit 4x4 metres 
and approx. 1-2 metres deep (Hermes: No.4 Camp record). According to the WHG the water tank survives today.



Accordingly, this is one of the few known surviving buildings associated with the internment camps established in World 
War II and the only known building from the No.4 Camp. The simple gabled building form, constructed of timber, is 
typical of the utilitarian buildings erected by the Forests Commission.



The only known comparison is a 'hut' from the No.1 Camp, which was relocated to the rear of the house at 21 Dry Creek 
Crescent, Wandong. This is a small gabled building clad in vertical weatherboards with a door placed off-centre in the 
gable end. An open skillion porch/verandah has been added at one side after its relocation (description of No.1 Camp hut 
based on photo provided by Karen Christensen of the Wandong History Group).

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The former No.4 Camp Office, now situated at 25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction is significant. It is a small gable-
fronted timber building clad in weatherboards with vertical boards in the gable end. The front wall contains the door and 
a small square window (both appear to have been painted a forest green), and between the door and window is a mail slot 
with a faded painted sign 'LETTERS' above. There are what appear to be further windows in the west wall, now covered 
by corrugated iron. 



Other buildings on this site are not significant.



How is it significant?

The former No.4 Camp Office at 25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction is of local historic significance to Mitchell 
Shire.



Why is it significant?

It is historically significant for its associations with Australia's response to World War II when forestry camps were 
established to house internees. While it is no longer on its original site, it is significant as one of the few surviving extant 
buildings associated with the internment camps in the Mt Disappointment forest, from which most of the original 
buildings have largely been removed. The building is typical of the simple utilitarian buildings constructed by the Forests 
Commission during the mid twentieth century. (Criteria A, B & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 
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Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO) as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. The 
extent of HO should include the former Camp office and all the land between the building and frontage to Range Avenue.
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Place Type House

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

Architectural Style Victorian Period (1851-1901)
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.3 Developing primary production; Timber

Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



While agriculture and husbandry formed the basis of primary production in the Study Area, quarries to the south of 
Trawool also provided facing for building in Melbourne - the quarry remembered by the rail siding of Granite. The 
Trawool area also yielded timber, gravel and two main species of trees - the grey box used for wheel naves and the 
ironbark for spokes. Small amounts of gold were found at Reedy Creek, and at King Parrot Creek in 1859 and later at 
Strath Creek in 1860. Reedy Creek also had another gold rush in the 1880s, bringing more people into the area. Sand 
was also extracted in large quantities from Mollison's Creek at Pyalong and sent by rail to Melbourne.







Forestry as well as agricultural clearing also left a tremendous mark upon the area, particularly in the ranges. Primary 
production began when land was the indicator of wealth in the agrarian colonies, and lay at the heart of the ambitions of 
many a migrant farmer. The debate over ownership and distribution of the land was thus inextricable from the 
development of primary production and influenced what kind of agriculture developed - for example farming around 
large areas of Kilmore were delayed as small farmers would head for the Goulburn River area where more land was 
being opened up for selection.The plentiful supply and high quality of the timber were among the first things noted by the 
early explorers about the region. The timber industry was prevalent in the areas around Wandong and the Plenty Ranges. 
One of the main sites was the Mount Disappointment State Forest which housed a number of timber mills. This included 
the Comet Mill site, which included an elaborate system of timber railways, a boarding house, cottages, stores and a 
state school for the workers and their families. Fire and a depression in timber prices forced the closure of Comet Mill in 
1902, leaving mainly archaeological remains of the timber legacy in the Wandong area. Timber was also a prominent 
industry at Trawool, with Garner's Mill building a wooden tramline to join the rail at Lowry's Siding south of 
Tallarook.



  



Early history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction. Wood-fired kilns using local clays produced bricks for 
culverts and quarries were opened to supply ballast. Once the railway was opened staff employed along the route as 
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gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. They were joined by selectors such as William 
Munro who selected land adjoining the railway, which contained brick kilns used by the railway contractors and clay 
deposits. He continued the kiln operation and also erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the railway authorities to 
construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood siding (Payne 
1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation was marked by the building of the first St John's Church of England 
at Lightwood Flat on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon opening on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 1981:47-9).



  



Development of Wandong

Meanwhile, Wandong a short distance to the north of Lightwood Flat was experiencing 'a transition from a rural 
backwater to a busy railway town' (Payne 1981:53). At the request of local sawmillers a railway siding known as 
Morphett's was built to provide a more convenient place to load their timber. Opened in April 1876, it was named after 
Patrick 'Paddy' Morphett (or Morphet) who selected land on the east side of the railway in 1871. At around the same 
time the first store was constructed on land on the west of the railway that had been selected by Duncan Arkell. It was 
Arkell's father who suggested 'Wandong' as the name for the developing township, which was applied to the railway 
station and post office that opened in 1876 (Payne 1981:54; Pickett 2011). The rising importance of Wandong was 
illustrated in 1882 when the Lightwood Flat School, by then re-named as Wandong, was relocated to the present site on 
the east side of the railway and by 1885 Wandong had 'eclipsed its modest neighbour' to the south (Payne 1981:50). This 
was confirmed in 1890 when the old St John's Church at Lightwood Flat was closed, and reopened in a new building at 
Wandong.



Around 1884 the man who would have the most significant influence upon the development of Wandong, Robert Affleck 
Robertson, arrived. He began purchasing timber mills in the district and in 1884 he commenced building of the Comet 
Mill, which was to become one of the largest in Victoria, comprising the sawmills, a village of 40 houses for 75 workers 
and their families and a school (Payne 1981:54-5, Pickett 2011:16-7; Dore 2012).



1889 was a pivotal year in the development of Wandong. By August of that year Robertson had become the owner of the 
land on the east side of the railway formerly owned by Morphett, and on part of this land he constructed a seasoning 
works where green hardwood timber was treated or 'seasoned' ready for milling into skirtings, architraves, furniture and 
other building materials. Robertson also invested in a process that combined clay and sawdust into a fire-proofing 
material known as 'Terra Cotta Lumber'. Developed in the USA, the product was first manufactured by the Victoria 
Terra Cotta Lumber Co. in Brunswick. However, Robertson persuaded the company to transfer operations to Wandong 
where a factory was built on four acres of land adjoining the railway on the west side. Robertson's sawmills provided a 
ready source of sawdust that was combined with local clay to produce the blocks, which were used for fireproofing in 
several buildings in Melbourne, as well as external walls and chimneys for buildings in Wandong and the surrounding 
districts (Payne 1981-55-6, Huddle 2006). 



With his new industries established Robertson in 1892 subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into 190 
building allotments. The subdivision created Rail Street, Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street, as 
well as two streets south of Affleck Street that were never constructed. An auction plan of 1892 shows that several houses 
and the Catholic Church were in existence at that time. Robertson constructed at least four of these houses using Terra 
Cotta Lumber, which were occupied by employees of his companies, while Terra Cotta Lumber was also used in the 
Catholic Church. In 1892 a consortium established the Australian Seasoned Timber Company (ASTC), which acquired 
and set about expanding Robertson's key assets including the Comet Mill, the seasoned timber works, the Terra Cotta 
Lumber works and associated infrastructure (Payne 1981:56-7, Pickett 2011; Dore 2012).
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However, the ASTC was significantly affected by the 1890s depression, which effectively halted building activity across 
Victoria. The Terra Cotta Lumber works only recorded a profit in 1889 and by 1896 operation of the seasoning works 
was limited to three months of the year. The rebuilding of the Comet Mill following its destruction by fire in 1900 placed 
further financial strain on the company. Finally, in 1902 the company went into voluntary liquidation and all the assets 
were sold. The seasoned timber and Terra Cotta Lumber works were closed and the buildings dismantled (Payne 1981:56-
8; Pickett 2011).



Consequently, Wandong never developed to the extent envisaged by Robertson. By 1895 there were only twelve 
occupied houses in the township and 166 allotments remained unsold. In 1904, 58 of the unsold lots in and south of 
Affleck Street were sold to Hugh McDonald, who established a farm (Payne 1981:59). In the early 1900s the principal 
buildings in Wandong included the Catholic Church, Anglican Church, State School, Coffee Palace, store and post office, 
railway station and Traveller's Rest Hotel. In 1902 a new Mechanics' Institute Hall was built and, as a final civic gesture 
before its demise, the ASTC provided most of the timber for the hall as a donation or at 'lowest rates' (WHG 2013, 
Pickett 2011).



In the twentieth century Wandong was sustained by sawmilling activity that continued using the assets established by 
Robertson's companies. From 1909 to the 1920s Jack Harper operated several mills on different sites (Payne 1981:59). 
However, little development occurred in Wandong and in the early 1930s two landmarks were lost as fires in successive 
years claimed the Traveller's Rest Hotel and the first St John's Church. St John's was subsequently rebuilt on a new site 
in Wandong Avenue. A c.1955 aerial photograph shows that almost no new buildings had been constructed since the 
1930s (Lynne Dore).



Place history

As noted above, Robert Affleck Robertson subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into township allotments in 
1892. This property, on the south side of Affleck Street at the east end, was Lot 149 in the subdivision and the 1892 
Auction Plan indicates there was no house on the lot at that time. This was one of the few lots in the subdivision sold 
prior to 1895: In 1894 it was sold to George Martin, a 'sawyer' (LV, 1892 Auction Plan). 



It appears this house was constructed c.1895. As early as 1896 George Martin was the rated owner and occupier of a four-
room weatherboard house and he was listed again in 1900-01 (RB, 1896, no. in rate 521, 1900:114). In 1912 the property 
was sold to Thomas Cleary, a labourer. This was duly reflected in the rate books with George Martin remaining as tenant 
in 1911, while Cleary became both owner and occupier until at least the early 1920s (LV, RB 1910-11:39, 1920-21:49) 
[1].



Little is known about the early owners of this property. George Martin was a 'sawyer' and therefore presumably involved 
in the sawmilling industry. He was one of several sawmillers living in Wandong during the early 1900s - others included 
John (Jack) and Syd Harper, both in Dry Creek Crescent. George was married to Annie and they had two children.



Sources

Auction Notice, Wandong Township, April 30, 1892. Source: Photocopy provided by Wandong History Group

Kilmore Shire rate books (RB), as cited

Land Victoria (LV), Vol. 2183 Fol. 403, Vol. 2530 Fol. 848

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Lynne Dore, copy of c.1955 aerial photo of Wandong

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group, 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of the 
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Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013



[1] The rate books entries cited in 1896, 1900-01, 1910-11 and 1915-16 refer to either lot 147, 150 or 151. I believe this 
is an error, due to the correlation of the owners George Martin and Thomas Cleary in the rate books and titles, that the 
owner of 147, 150 or 151 would have been Robert Affleck Robertson and later David Beath, and as it is shown correctly 
as Lot 149 by 1920-21 when Thomas Cleary was owner.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a simple timber cottage with a hipped roof and a symmetrical facade comprised of double hung timber sash 
windows on either side of a front door with toplight. The verandah, which has a convex profile may be a sympathetic 
reconstruction (the decorative brackets do not appear original). The hip roof section appears to be only one room deep 
and there is a skillion section at the rear, and additions to the rear of this. There are one corbelled brick chimney situated 
behind the hip roof. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
The surviving late nineteenth and early twentieth century houses in Wandong are of two types: the Terra Cotta Lumber 
houses, and simple timber cottages. This house falls into the latter category, which includes:



- 45 Affleck Street

- 10A, 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent

- 7, 9 & 11 Rail Street

- 32 Wandong Avenue



The houses include double fronted cottages either symmetrical (45 Affleck, 21 Dry Creek, 9 & 11 Rail) or 
asymmetrical (33 Dry Creek, 32 Wandong) with hip or gable roofs, and gable fronted cottages (10A Dry Creek, 7 & 
11 Rail). Of note within the group is the twin-gabled fronted cottage at 7 Rail Street, which is the former Victorian 
Railways stationmaster's residence.



None of the houses survive completely intact. Common alterations include alterations to or replacement/reconstruction of 
verandahs, replacement of windows, removal of chimneys, and additions to the side or rear.



This house, at 45 Affleck Street, while not completely intact has relatively good integrity. The facade contains what 
appear to be the original windows, there is one chimney and the verandah is either original, a later addition or a 
sympathetic reconstruction (the decorative brackets are not original). The level of integrity compares with the houses at 
32 Wandong Avenue and 21 Dry Creek Crescent. It is also notable as one of three houses associated with persons 
involved in the sawmilling industry, which played an important role in the historic development of Wandong, and for its 
relatively outlying position within the town, which indicates the extent of the 1892 subdivision.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The house, constructed c.1895, at 45 Affleck Street, Wandong is significant. This is a simple timber cottage with a hipped 
roof and a symmetrical facade comprised of double hung timber sash windows on either side of a front door with 
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toplight. The verandah, which has a convex profile may be a sympathetic reconstruction (the decorative brackets do not 
appear original). The hip roof section appears to be only one room deep and there is a skillion section at the rear. There is 
one corbelled brick chimney situated behind the hip roof.



Additions at the rear of the skillion section are not significant.



How is it significant?

The house at 45 Affleck Street, Wandong is of local historic significance to Mitchell Shire.



Why is it significant?

It is significant as one of the oldest houses in Wandong and is representative of the simple cottages built in the township. 
Sawmilling was an important local industry and this house is one of three surviving examples in Wandong associated 
with sawmillers. The location of the house at the east end of Affleck Street also illustrates the extent of the 1892 
subdivision, which was only ever partly developed. (Criteria A & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO), as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. Apply 
the HO to the whole of the property as defined by the title boundaries.
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



  







Early history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).   



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction. Wood-fired kilns using local clays produced bricks for 
culverts and quarries were opened to supply ballast. Once the railway was opened staff employed along the route as 
gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. They were joined by selectors such as William 
Munro who selected land adjoining the railway, which contained brick kilns used by the railway contractors and clay 
deposits. He continued the kiln operation and also erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the railway authorities to 
construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood siding (Payne 
1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation was marked by the building of the first St John's Church of England 
at Lightwood Flat on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon opening on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 1981:47-9).



  



Development of Wandong

Meanwhile, Wandong a short distance to the north of Lightwood Flat was experiencing 'a transition from a rural 
backwater to a busy railway town' (Payne 1981:53). At the request of local sawmillers a railway siding known as 
Morphett's was built to provide a more convenient place to load their timber. Opened in April 1876, it was named after 
Patrick 'Paddy' Morphett (or Morphet) who selected land on the east side of the railway in 1871. At around the same 
time the first store was constructed on land on the west of the railway that had been selected by Duncan Arkell. It was 
Arkell's father who suggested 'Wandong' as the name for the developing township, which was applied to the railway 
station and post office that opened in 1876 (Payne 1981:54; Pickett 2011). The rising importance of Wandong was 
illustrated in 1882 when the Lightwood Flat School, by then re-named as Wandong, was relocated to the present site on 
the east side of the railway and by 1885 Wandong had 'eclipsed its modest neighbour' to the south (Payne 1981:50). This 
was confirmed in 1890 when the old St John's Church at Lightwood Flat was closed, and reopened in a new building at 
Wandong.
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Around 1884 the man who would have the most significant influence upon the development of Wandong, Robert Affleck 
Robertson, arrived. He began purchasing timber mills in the district and in 1884 he commenced building of the Comet 
Mill, which was to become one of the largest in Victoria, comprising the sawmills, a village of 40 houses for 75 workers 
and their families and a school (Payne 1981:54-5, Pickett 2011:16-7; Dore 2012).



1889 was a pivotal year in the development of Wandong. By August of that year Robertson had become the owner of the 
land on the east side of the railway formerly owned by Morphett, and on part of this land he constructed a seasoning 
works where green hardwood timber was treated or 'seasoned' ready for milling into skirtings, architraves, furniture and 
other building materials. Robertson also invested in a process that combined clay and sawdust into a fire-proofing 
material known as 'Terra Cotta Lumber'. Developed in the USA, the product was first manufactured by the Victoria 
Terra Cotta Lumber Co. in Brunswick. However, Robertson persuaded the company to transfer operations to Wandong 
where a factory was built on four acres of land adjoining the railway on the west side. Robertson's sawmills provided a 
ready source of sawdust that was combined with local clay to produce the blocks, which were used for fireproofing in 
several buildings in Melbourne, as well as external walls and chimneys for buildings in Wandong and the surrounding 
districts (Payne 1981-55-6, Huddle 2006). 



With his new industries established Robertson in 1892 subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into 190 
building allotments. The subdivision created Rail Street, Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street, as 
well as two streets south of Affleck Street that were never constructed. An auction plan of 1892 shows that several houses 
and the Catholic Church were in existence at that time. Robertson constructed at least four of these houses using Terra 
Cotta Lumber, which were occupied by employees of his companies, while Terra Cotta Lumber was also used in the 
Catholic Church. In 1892 a consortium established the Australian Seasoned Timber Company (ASTC), which acquired 
and set about expanding Robertson's key assets including the Comet Mill, the seasoned timber works, the Terra Cotta 
Lumber works and associated infrastructure (Payne 1981:56-7, Pickett 2011; Dore 2012).



However, the ASTC was significantly affected by the 1890s depression, which effectively halted building activity across 
Victoria. The Terra Cotta Lumber works only recorded a profit in 1889 and by 1896 operation of the seasoning works 
was limited to three months of the year. The rebuilding of the Comet Mill following its destruction by fire in 1900 placed 
further financial strain on the company. Finally, in 1902 the company went into voluntary liquidation and all the assets 
were sold. The seasoned timber and Terra Cotta Lumber works were closed and the buildings dismantled (Payne 1981:56-
8; Pickett 2011).



Consequently, Wandong never developed to the extent envisaged by Robertson. By 1895 there were only twelve 
occupied houses in the township and 166 allotments remained unsold. In 1904, 58 of the unsold lots in and south of 
Affleck Street were sold to Hugh McDonald, who established a farm (Payne 1981:59). In the early 1900s the principal 
buildings in Wandong included the Catholic Church, Anglican Church, State School, Coffee Palace, store and post office, 
railway station and Traveller's Rest Hotel. In 1902 a new Mechanics' Institute Hall was built and, as a final civic gesture 
before its demise, the ASTC provided most of the timber for the hall as a donation or at 'lowest rates' (WHG 2013, 
Pickett 2011).



In the twentieth century Wandong was sustained by sawmilling activity that continued using the assets established by 
Robertson's companies. From 1909 to the 1920s Jack Harper operated several mills on different sites (Payne 1981:59). 
However, little development occurred in Wandong and in the early 1930s two landmarks were lost as fires in successive 
years claimed the Traveller's Rest Hotel and the first St John's Church. St John's was subsequently rebuilt on a new site 
in Wandong Avenue. A c.1955 aerial photograph shows that almost no new buildings had been constructed since the 
1930s (Lynne Dore).



Place history

According to the Wandong History Group (2013:51) on this site, between Dry Creek Crescent and the creek of the same 
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name, there was once a small four-roomed timber cottage with a dirt floor passageway. The Maddicks family (Joe, 
George, Fannie, Mollie, Emily and Tom) lived in the house for some time, while later owners were the Williams.



The Maddicks family were resident in Wandong in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Pickett (2011:278) 
cites a newspaper article of August 1896 where George Maddicks, described as a resident of Wandong for the past 20 
years, was charged with making false declaration regarding the birth of a child in 1893. In 1902 a Thomas Maddicks, 
aged 19, was killed after being struck by lightning. He was the son of John Maddicks 'an old resident of the locality' 
(Pickett 2011:285).



The Oak appears to be over 100 years old and so is possibly associated with the Maddicks family. A painting shows the 
cottage with the Oak tree behind (WHG 2013:51). 



Sources

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Lynne Dore, copy of c.1955 aerial photo of Wandong

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group, 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of the 
Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a large Oak (Quercus sp.) situated on the east bank of Dry Creek. It is located off Dry Creek Crescent, behind the 
Kilmore & District Adult Riding Club track. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
This is one of a small number of trees associated with the historic development of Wandong in the nineteenth century. 
The other is the large Elm (Ulmus sp.) at the rear of 7 Rail Street, which is proposed for inclusion in the HO309 
Wandong precinct. Both trees are of similar size and age. 



A smaller Oak is at the rear of 5 or 7 Dry Creek Crescent and may be the progeny of the Oaks within the adjacent 
Wandong Primary School grounds, which were planted at some time during the interwar period.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The Oak (Quercus sp.) adjacent to Dry Creek, to the east of Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong is significant.



How is it significant?

The Oak adjacent to Dry Creek, to the east of Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong is of local historic significance to Wandong 
Shire.
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Why is it significant?

It is historically significant as one of the oldest non-indigenous trees in Wandong and is associated with the development 
of the town in the late nineteenth century when trees were planted after a reticulated water supply became available to the 
town. (Criterion A)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

Yes 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO), as an individual place with tree controls, as shown in the above table. Apply the HO to 
the tree including its canopy and surrounding land to a minimum distance of 5 metres measured from the edge of the 
canopy.

HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

OAK (QUERCUS SP.)
Hermes No 197650 Place Citation Report

09:15 AM23-Mar-2016

102





HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

Name SYD HARPER HOUSE  and  NO.1 CAMP HUT 
(FORMER)

Address 21 DRY CREEK CRESCENT, WANDONG Significance Level Local

Place Type House,Forestry Office

Citation Date 2015

Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

SYD HARPER HOUSE  and  NO.1 CAMP HUT (FORMER)
Hermes No 194674 Place Citation Report

09:15 AM23-Mar-2016

103



Architectural Style Federation/Edwardian Period 
(1902-c.1918)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.3 Developing primary production; Timber

Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



While agriculture and husbandry formed the basis of primary production in the Study Area, quarries to the south of 
Trawool also provided facing for building in Melbourne - the quarry remembered by the rail siding of Granite. The 
Trawool area also yielded timber, gravel and two main species of trees - the grey box used for wheel naves and the 
ironbark for spokes. Small amounts of gold were found at Reedy Creek, and at King Parrot Creek in1859 and later at 
Strath Creek in 1860. Reedy Creek also had another gold rush in the 1880s, bringing more people into the area. Sand 
was also extracted in large quantities from Mollison's Creek at Pyalong and sent by rail to Melbourne.







Forestry as well as agricultural clearing also left a tremendous mark upon the area, particularly in the ranges. Primary 
production began when land was the indicator of wealth in the agrarian colonies, and lay at the heart of the ambitions of 
many a migrant farmer. The debate over ownership and distribution of the land was thus inextricable from the 
development of primary production and influenced what kind of agriculture developed - for example farming around 
large areas of Kilmore were delayed as small farmers would head for the Goulburn River area where more land was 
being opened up for selection.The plentiful supply and high quality of the timber were among the first things noted by the 
early explorers about the region. The timber industry was prevalent in the areas around Wandong and the Plenty Ranges. 
One of the main sites was the Mount Disappointment State Forest which housed a number of timber mills. This included 
the Comet Mill site, which included an elaborate system of timber railways, a boarding house, cottages, stores and a 
state school for the workers and their families. Fire and a depression in timber prices forced the closure of Comet Mill in 
1902, leaving mainly archaeological remains of the timber legacy in the Wandong area. Timber was also a prominent 
industry at Trawool, with Garner's Mill building a wooden tramline to join the rail at Lowry's Siding south of 
Tallarook.



  



Early history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
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Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction. Wood-fired kilns using local clays produced bricks for 
culverts and quarries were opened to supply ballast. Once the railway was opened staff employed along the route as 
gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. They were joined by selectors such as William 
Munro who selected land adjoining the railway, which contained brick kilns used by the railway contractors and clay 
deposits. He continued the kiln operation and also erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the railway authorities to 
construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood siding (Payne 
1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation was marked by the building of the first St John's Church of England 
at Lightwood Flat on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon opening on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 1981:47-9).



  



Development of Wandong

Meanwhile, Wandong a short distance to the north of Lightwood Flat was experiencing 'a transition from a rural 
backwater to a busy railway town' (Payne 1981:53). At the request of local sawmillers a railway siding known as 
Morphett's was built to provide a more convenient place to load their timber. Opened in April 1876, it was named after 
Patrick 'Paddy' Morphett (or Morphet) who selected land on the east side of the railway in 1871. At around the same 
time the first store was constructed on land on the west of the railway that had been selected by Duncan Arkell. It was 
Arkell's father who suggested 'Wandong' as the name for the developing township, which was applied to the railway 
station and post office that opened in 1876 (Payne 1981:54; Pickett 2011). The rising importance of Wandong was 
illustrated in 1882 when the Lightwood Flat School, by then re-named as Wandong, was relocated to the present site on 
the east side of the railway and by 1885 Wandong had 'eclipsed its modest neighbour' to the south (Payne 1981:50). This 
was confirmed in 1890 when the old St John's Church at Lightwood Flat was closed, and reopened in a new building at 
Wandong.



Around 1884 the man who would have the most significant influence upon the development of Wandong, Robert Affleck 
Robertson, arrived. He began purchasing timber mills in the district and in 1884 he commenced building of the Comet 
Mill, which was to become one of the largest in Victoria, comprising the sawmills, a village of 40 houses for 75 workers 
and their families and a school (Payne 1981:54-5, Pickett 2011:16-7, Dore 2012).



1889 was a pivotal year in the development of Wandong. By August of that year Robertson had become the owner of the 
land on the east side of the railway formerly owned by Morphett, and on part of this land he constructed a seasoning 
works where green hardwood timber was treated or 'seasoned' ready for milling into skirtings, architraves, furniture and 
other building materials. Robertson also invested in a process that combined clay and sawdust into a fire-proofing 
material known as 'Terra Cotta Lumber'. Developed in the USA, the product was first manufactured by the Victoria 
Terra Cotta Lumber Co. in Brunswick. However, Robertson persuaded the company to transfer operations to Wandong 
where a factory was built on four acres of land adjoining the railway on the west side. Robertson's sawmills provided a 
ready source of sawdust that was combined with local clay to produce the blocks, which were used for fireproofing in 
several buildings in Melbourne, as well as external walls and chimneys for buildings in Wandong and the surrounding 
districts (Payne 1981-55-6, Huddle 2006). 



With his new industries established Robertson in 1892 subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into 190 
building allotments. The subdivision created Rail Street, Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street, as 
well as two streets south of Affleck Street that were never constructed. An auction plan of 1892 shows that several houses 
and the Catholic Church were in existence at that time. Robertson constructed at least four of these houses using Terra 
Cotta Lumber, which were occupied by employees of his companies, while Terra Cotta Lumber was also used in the 
Catholic Church. In 1892 a consortium established the Australian Seasoned Timber Company (ASTC), which acquired 
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and set about expanding Robertson's key assets including the Comet Mill, the seasoned timber works, the Terra Cotta 
Lumber works and associated infrastructure (Payne 1981:56-7, Pickett 2011, Dore 2012).



However, the ASTC was significantly affected by the 1890s depression, which effectively halted building activity across 
Victoria. The Terra Cotta Lumber works only recorded a profit in 1889 and by 1896 operation of the seasoning works 
was limited to three months of the year. The rebuilding of the Comet Mill following its destruction by fire in 1900 placed 
further financial strain on the company. Finally, in 1902 the company went into voluntary liquidation and all the assets 
were sold. The seasoned timber and Terra Cotta Lumber works were closed and the buildings dismantled (Payne 1981:56-
8; Pickett 2011).



Consequently, Wandong never developed to the extent envisaged by Robertson. By 1895 there were only twelve 
occupied houses in the township and 166 allotments remained unsold. In 1904, 58 of the unsold lots in and south of 
Affleck Street were sold to Hugh McDonald, who established a farm (Payne 1981:59). In the early 1900s the principal 
buildings in Wandong included the Catholic Church, Anglican Church, State School, Coffee Palace, store and post office, 
railway station and Traveller's Rest Hotel. In 1902 a new Mechanics' Institute Hall was built and, as a final civic gesture 
before its demise, the ASTC provided most of the timber for the hall as a donation or at 'lowest rates' (WHG 2013, 
Pickett 2011).



In the twentieth century Wandong was sustained by sawmilling activity that continued using the assets established by 
Robertson's companies. From 1909 to the 1920s Jack Harper operated several mills on different sites (Payne 1981:59). 
However, little development occurred in Wandong and in the early 1930s two landmarks were lost as fires in successive 
years claimed the Traveller's Rest Hotel and the first St John's Church. St John's was subsequently rebuilt on a new site 
in Wandong Avenue. A c.1955 aerial photograph shows that almost no new buildings had been constructed since the 
1930s (Lynne Dore).



Place history

As noted above, Robert Affleck Robertson subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into township allotments in 
1892. This property, on the south side of Dry Creek Crescent east of Wandong Avenue, was Lot 102 in the subdivision 
and the 1892 Auction Plan indicates there was no house on the lot at that time. Like many other lots it remained unsold 
and in 1902 was transferred from Robertson to David Beath. After Beath's death in 1926 it was sold (along with several 
other lots in Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street) in August 1926 to John Andrew (Jack) Harper (LV, 1892 Auction 
Plan). 



The Wandong History Group believes this house was built c.1900 for Sydney Harper, however, this could not be verified 
from the Kilmore Shire Rate Books, which indicate this house was built c.1915 for John or Syd Harper. While titles show 
that John Harper became owner of this property (and several others) in 1926 the rate books, on the other hand, list John 
Harper as the owner and occupier of a 'house and 12 allotments' in Wandong from as early as 1910-11 (Harper was not 
listed in the rate books of 1905-06, which was the previous rate book examined). However, it is not clear whether this is a 
reference to this house or the other house owned by John Harper at 33 Dry Creek Crescent (refer to separate citation for 
'Blackwood'). Sydney Harper is listed separately by 1915-16 as the occupier of an allotment and house in Wandong, and 
by 1925-26 the rate books confirm this is Lot 102 (RB, 1910-11 no. in rate 76; 1915-16:83, 84; 1920-21:77, 78; 1925-
26:86). 



After John Harper's death in 1929, the land was transferred to his executors and Syd Harper become owner of this 
property in August 1932 (LV). Syd continued to live in this house until at least 1940 (RB 1939-40:134, 135).



Syd Harper worked at the saw mills established and managed by John (Jack) Harper. In 1926 he was injured when his 
arm was drawn into the machinery. Admitted to Kilmore Hospital, the forearm was 'badly lacerated, but no bones were 
broken' (Kilmore Free Press, 25 March 1926, p.2). Jack Harper was a sawmiller who arrived in Wandong from the 
Macedon district around 1909: a newspaper article in May of that year reported: 


HERITAGE CITATION REPORT

SYD HARPER HOUSE  and  NO.1 CAMP HUT (FORMER)
Hermes No 194674 Place Citation Report

09:15 AM23-Mar-2016

106





Mr Harper of Macedon has secured a timber concession at Wandong and has commenced operations at a spot situated 
about three miles easterly of the township. A large number of men will shortly be employed. (Argus, 8 May 1909:16)



This first mill was on the Dry Creek, and he later moved his operations to Bruce's Creek using some of the infrastructure 
built for the ASTC including the 'White Elephant' bridge and the tramline, which he extended 'to the limit proposed', 
and added to as his operations moved around the forest. As timber ran out in the Bruce's Creek area Jack moved the mill 
to a site known as Harper's Creek. Then, in 1928 Mr. Harper decided to remove his mill to Greenshield's Creek, near 
Sunday Creek (Payne 1981:59, Pickett 2011:29). About 120 chains of new tram track was constructed from the 'White 
Elephant' bridge to the new site, which was three miles closer to Wandong (WHG 2013:33; Kilmore Free Press, 23 
February 1928, p.2). 



Jack Harper built a number of tramlines through the bush to convey his timber, which was used for housing, fencing 
(pickets and fence droppers were in high demand) and firewood. Twelve to fourteen men were employed at the mill and 
they camped in the hills on the job, those with families came home on weekends. Each day one sixteen ton truck of 
timber was sent from the mills plus, on occasion, an eleven ton truck (Pickett 2011:29, WHG 2013:33). After Jack's 
death in 1929 his remaining mill was purchased by William 'Bill' Jenkin who has been described as an 'eccentric, 
interesting and versatile character'. Bill worked alone and built several houses in Wandong (Pickett 2011:29),



At some time in the 1960s or 1970s a hut from the No.1 Internment Camp site was moved to this site and is now used as 
a shed (WHG).



      



Sources 

Auction Notice, Wandong Township, April 30, 1892. Source: Photocopy provided by Wandong History Group

Kilmore Shire rate books (RB), as cited

Land Victoria (LV), Vol. 2897 Fol. 282, Vol. 5179 Fol. 631, Vol. 5816 Fol. 197

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Lynne Dore, copy of c.1955 aerial photo of Wandong

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group (WHG), 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of 
the Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a typical symmetrical double-fronted timber cottage with a transverse gable roof and rear skillion. The 
symmetrical facade has double hung sash windows on either side of the central door. There are two external brick 
chimneys on the west side (one at the gable and one at the skillion) and one on the east beside the skillion. The verandah 
has been altered and extended on the east side.



The hut from the No.1 Camp located in the rear yard. Although it was not inspected, photos provided by the WHG show 
is a small gabled building clad in vertical weatherboards with a door placed off-centre in the gable end. An open skillion 
porch/verandah has been added at one side after its relocation. 
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Comparative Analysis 

 
The surviving late nineteenth and early twentieth century houses in Wandong are of two types: the Terra Cotta Lumber 
houses, and simple timber cottages. This house falls into the latter category, which includes:



- 45 Affleck Street

- 10A, 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent

- 7, 9 & 11 Rail Street

- 32 Wandong Avenue



The houses include double fronted cottages either symmetrical (45 Affleck, 21 Dry Creek, 9 & 11 Rail) or 
asymmetrical (33 Dry Creek, 32 Wandong) with hip or gable roofs, and gable fronted cottages (10A Dry Creek, 7 & 
11 Rail). Of note within the group is the twin-gabled fronted cottage at 7 Rail Street, which is the former Victorian 
Railways stationmaster's residence.



None of the houses survive completely intact. Common alterations include alterations to or replacement/reconstruction of 
verandahs, replacement of windows, removal of chimneys, and additions to the side or rear.



This house, at 21 Dry Creek Crescent, apart from the altered/reconstructed verandah has reasonable integrity. Despite its 
alterations it remains recognizable as a typical cottage of the late nineteenth or early twentieth century. The level of 
integrity compares with the houses at 45 Affleck Street and 32 Wandong Avenue. It is also notable as one of two houses 
in Wandong associated with the locally known Harper family.



The No.1 Camp 'hut' is one of the few known surviving buildings associated with the internment camps established in 
World War II and the only known building from the No.1 Camp. The only known comparison for the No.1 Camp hut is 
the former office from the No.4 Camp, which survives at 25 Range Avenue, Heathcote Junction (see the No.4 Camp 
office Hermes record no. 197651 for a history of the WWII internment camps).

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The house, constructed c.1910 for the Harper family and the former residence of Syd Harper, and the former No.1 Camp 
Hut at 21 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong are significant. The house is a typical symmetrical double-fronted timber 
cottage with a transverse gable roof and rear skillion. The symmetrical facade has double hung sash windows on either 
side of the central door. There are two external brick chimneys on the west side (one at the gable and one at the skillion) 
and one on the east beside the skillion. Alterations and additions made after 1945 including the verandah are not 
significant.



The hut from the No.1 Camp, located in the rear yard, is a small gabled building clad in vertical weatherboards with a 
door placed off-centre in the gable end.The open skillion porch/verandah addition is not significant.



Other buildings on the site are not significant.



How is it significant?

The former Syd Harper house and No.1 Camp Hut at 21 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong are of local historic significance 
to Mitchell Shire.



Why is it significant?

The houseis significant as one of the early houses in Wandong and for its associations with the Harper family, as the 
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residence of Syd Harper for many years. Syd worked with John 'Jack' Harper who established and managed the 
sawmills, which were an important source of local employment from 1909-1929, and he and his family were prominent 
and active members of local community organisations. (Criteria A & H)



The former No.1 Camp Hut is historically significant for its associations with Australia's response to World War II when 
forestry camps were established to house internees. While it is no longer on its original site, it is significant as one of the 
few extant buildings associated with the internment camps in the Mt Disappointment forest, from which most of the 
original buildings have largely been removed. The building is typical of the simple utilitarian buildings constructed by the 
Forests Commission during the mid twentieth century. (Criteria A, B & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO), as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. This 
property should share the same HO as 'Blackwood' at 33 Dry Creek Crescent and be listed in the schedule as 'Harper 
Family houses, 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong'. Apply the HO to the whole of the property as defined by the 
title boundaries.
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.3 Developing primary production; Timber

Theme 5 - Building towns: 5.1 Selecting township sites; 5.3 Housing



While agriculture and husbandry formed the basis of primary production in the Study Area, quarries to the south of 
Trawool also provided facing for building in Melbourne - the quarry remembered by the rail siding of Granite. The 
Trawool area also yielded timber, gravel and two main species of trees - the grey box used for wheel naves and the 
ironbark for spokes. Small amounts of gold were found at Reedy Creek, and at King Parrot Creek in1859 and later at 
Strath Creek in 1860. Reedy Creek also had another gold rush in the 1880s, bringing more people into the area. Sand 
was also extracted in large quantities from Mollison's Creek at Pyalong and sent by rail to Melbourne.







Forestry as well as agricultural clearing also left a tremendous mark upon the area, particularly in the ranges. Primary 
production began when land was the indicator of wealth in the agrarian colonies, and lay at the heart of the ambitions of 
many a migrant farmer. The debate over ownership and distribution of the land was thus inextricable from the 
development of primary production and influenced what kind of agriculture developed - for example farming around 
large areas of Kilmore were delayed as small farmers would head for the Goulburn River area where more land was 
being opened up for selection.The plentiful supply and high quality of the timber were among the first things noted by the 
early explorers about the region. The timber industry was prevalent in the areas around Wandong and the Plenty Ranges. 
One of the main sites was the Mount Disappointment State Forest which housed a number of timber mills. This included 
the Comet Mill site, which included an elaborate system of timber railways, a boarding house, cottages, stores and a 
state school for the workers and their families. Fire and a depression in timber prices forced the closure of Comet Mill in 
1902, leaving mainly archaeological remains of the timber legacy in the Wandong area. Timber was also a prominent 
industry at Trawool, with Garner's Mill building a wooden tramline to join the rail at Lowry's Siding south of 
Tallarook.



  



Early history of Wandong and Heathcote Junction

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006).



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction. Wood-fired kilns using local clays produced bricks for 
culverts and quarries were opened to supply ballast. Once the railway was opened staff employed along the route as 
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gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. They were joined by selectors such as William 
Munro who selected land adjoining the railway, which contained brick kilns used by the railway contractors and clay 
deposits. He continued the kiln operation and also erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the railway authorities to 
construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood siding (Payne 
1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation was marked by the building of the first St John's Church of England 
at Lightwood Flat on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon opening on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 1981:47-9).



  



Development of Wandong

Meanwhile, Wandong a short distance to the north of Lightwood Flat was experiencing 'a transition from a rural 
backwater to a busy railway town' (Payne 1981:53). At the request of local sawmillers a railway siding known as 
Morphett's was built to provide a more convenient place to load their timber. Opened in April 1876, it was named after 
Patrick 'Paddy' Morphett (or Morphet) who selected land on the east side of the railway in 1871. At around the same 
time the first store was constructed on land on the west of the railway that had been selected by Duncan Arkell. It was 
Arkell's father who suggested 'Wandong' as the name for the developing township, which was applied to the railway 
station and post office that opened in 1876 (Payne 1981:54; Pickett 2011). The rising importance of Wandong was 
illustrated in 1882 when the Lightwood Flat School, by then re-named as Wandong, was relocated to the present site on 
the east side of the railway and by 1885 Wandong had 'eclipsed its modest neighbour' to the south (Payne 1981:50). This 
was confirmed in 1890 when the old St John's Church at Lightwood Flat was closed, and reopened in a new building at 
Wandong.



Around 1884 the man who would have the most significant influence upon the development of Wandong, Robert Affleck 
Robertson, arrived. He began purchasing timber mills in the district and in 1884 he commenced building of the Comet 
Mill, which was to become one of the largest in Victoria, comprising the sawmills, a village of 40 houses for 75 workers 
and their families and a school (Payne 1981:54-5, Pickett 2011:16-7; Dore 2012).



1889 was a pivotal year in the development of Wandong. By August of that year Robertson had become the owner of the 
land on the east side of the railway formerly owned by Morphett, and on part of this land he constructed a seasoning 
works where green hardwood timber was treated or 'seasoned' ready for milling into skirtings, architraves, furniture and 
other building materials. Robertson also invested in a process that combined clay and sawdust into a fire-proofing 
material known as 'Terra Cotta Lumber'. Developed in the USA, the product was first manufactured by the Victoria 
Terra Cotta Lumber Co. in Brunswick. However, Robertson persuaded the company to transfer operations to Wandong 
where a factory was built on four acres of land adjoining the railway on the west side. Robertson's sawmills provided a 
ready source of sawdust that was combined with local clay to produce the blocks, which were used for fireproofing in 
several buildings in Melbourne, as well as external walls and chimneys for buildings in Wandong and the surrounding 
districts (Payne 1981-55-6, Huddle 2006). 



With his new industries established Robertson in 1892 subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into 190 
building allotments. The subdivision created Rail Street, Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street, as 
well as two streets south of Affleck Street that were never constructed. An auction plan of 1892 shows that several houses 
and the Catholic Church were in existence at that time. Robertson constructed at least four of these houses using Terra 
Cotta Lumber, which were occupied by employees of his companies, while Terra Cotta Lumber was also used in the 
Catholic Church. In 1892 a consortium established the Australian Seasoned Timber Company (ASTC), which acquired 
and set about expanding Robertson's key assets including the Comet Mill, the seasoned timber works, the Terra Cotta 
Lumber works and associated infrastructure (Payne 1981:56-7, Pickett 2011; Dore 2012).
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However, the ASTC was significantly affected by the 1890s depression, which effectively halted building activity across 
Victoria. The Terra Cotta Lumber works only recorded a profit in 1889 and by 1896 operation of the seasoning works 
was limited to three months of the year. The rebuilding of the Comet Mill following its destruction by fire in 1900 placed 
further financial strain on the company. Finally, in 1902 the company went into voluntary liquidation and all the assets 
were sold. The seasoned timber and Terra Cotta Lumber works were closed and the buildings dismantled (Payne 1981:56-
8; Pickett 2011).



Consequently, Wandong never developed to the extent envisaged by Robertson. By 1895 there were only twelve 
occupied houses in the township and 166 allotments remained unsold. In 1904, 58 of the unsold lots in and south of 
Affleck Street were sold to Hugh McDonald, who established a farm (Payne 1981:59). In the early 1900s the principal 
buildings in Wandong included the Catholic Church, Anglican Church, State School, Coffee Palace, store and post office, 
railway station and Traveller's Rest Hotel. In 1902 a new Mechanics' Institute Hall was built and, as a final civic gesture 
before its demise, the ASTC provided most of the timber for the hall as a donation or at 'lowest rates' (WHG 2013, 
Pickett 2011).



In the twentieth century Wandong was sustained by sawmilling activity that continued using the assets established by 
Robertson's companies. From 1909 to the 1920s Jack Harper operated several mills on different sites (Payne 1981:59). 
However, little development occurred in Wandong and in the early 1930s two landmarks were lost as fires in successive 
years claimed the Traveller's Rest Hotel and the first St John's Church. St John's was subsequently rebuilt on a new site 
in Wandong Avenue. A c.1955 aerial photograph shows that almost no new buildings had been constructed since the 
1930s (Lynne Dore).



Place history

As noted above, Robert Affleck Robertson subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into township allotments in 
1892. This property, on the south side of Dry Creek Crescent, is Lot 127 in the subdivision and the 1892 Auction Plan 
shows there was already a house on this allotment at that time (LV, 1892 Auction Plan). In 1896 this house was described 
as 'WBC' (i.e., weatherboard cottage) and containing four rooms: R.A. Robertson is the owner and the occupying tenant 
is George O'Meara, a labourer (RB, 1896, no. in rate 559). The Net Annual Value (NAV) in 1896 was 10 pounds 
increasing to 12 pounds by 1900.



In 1915 the property was sold to John Andrew (Jack) Harper and he and his family appear to have lived in this house, 
which was known as 'Blackwood', from this date (LV, WHG). After Jack's death in 1929, the property was transferred to 
trustees and his widow, Ellen, continued to live in the house until the 1940s. The house was sold to Richard Beechey in 
1954 ending the Harper association (LV, RB, 1915-16:83, 1939-40:135).



Jack Harper was a sawmiller who arrived in Wandong from the Macedon district around 1909: a newspaper article in 
May of that year reported: 



Mr Harper of Macedon has secured a timber concession at Wandong and has commenced operations at a spot situated 
about three miles easterly of the township. A large number of men will shortly be employed. (Argus, 8 May 1909:16)



This first mill was on the Dry Creek, and he later moved his operations to Bruce's Creek using some of the infrastructure 
built for the ASTC including the 'White Elephant' bridge and the tramline, which he extended 'to the limit proposed', 
and added to as his operations moved around the forest. As timber ran out in the Bruce's Creek area Jack moved the mill 
to a site known as Harper's Creek. Then, in 1928 Mr. Harper decided to remove his mill to Greenshield's Creek, near 
Sunday Creek (Payne 1981:59, Pickett 2011:29). About 120 chains of new tram track was constructed from the 'White 
Elephant' bridge to the new site, which was three miles closer to Wandong. Harper's company was known as Wandong 
Sawmills (WHG 2013:33; Kilmore Free Press, 23 February 1928, p.2). 
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Jack Harper built a number of tramlines through the bush to convey his timber, which was used for housing, fencing 
(pickets and fence droppers were in high demand) and firewood. Twelve to fourteen men were employed at the mill and 
they camped in the hills on the job, those with families came home on weekends. Each day one sixteen ton truck of 
timber was sent from the mills plus, on occasion, an eleven ton truck (Pickett 2011:29, WHG 2013:33). After Jack's 
death in 1929 his remaining mill was purchased by William 'Bill' Jenkin who has been described as an 'eccentric, 
interesting and versatile character'. Bill worked alone and built several houses in Wandong (Pickett 2011:29),



Jack Harper and his family were prominent and active members of the local community and were involved in several 
civic and sporting organisations. In 1921 Jack became the chairman of the newly formed Progress Association, which 
drew attention to local issues including the poor state of roads in and around Wandong. Jack Harper also supported the 
local football team financially during the 1920s and provided the team with many of its players through his work force: 
reputedly, any candidate who answered 'yes' to the question 'do you play football' was almost assured of a job at his mill 
(Pickett 2011:159, 284). His children were also active members of many sporting associations until the 1950s.



Sources

Auction Notice, Wandong Township, April 30, 1892. Source: Photocopy provided by Wandong History Group

Kilmore Shire rate books (RB), held by Kilmore Historical Society

Land Victoria (LV) Vol. 2183 Fol. 403 Vol. 2530 Fol. 849

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Lynne Dore, copy of c.1955 aerial photo of Wandong

Payne, J.W., Pretty Sally's Hill. A history of Wallan, Wandong & Bylands, Lowdon Publishing, 1981

Pickett, Ron, Ghosts, gold and a White Elephant. A history of Wandong, Heathcote Junction and Clonbinane, Kilmore, 
2011

Wandong History Group, 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of the 
Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Wandong Community website: wandong.vic.au [accessed 15 July 2015]

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
This is a timber house, clad in weatherboards, with an original double-fronted section with a M-hip roof, and an added 
projecting hip section. There is one brick chimney, situated outside of the wall of the addition on the west side. The front 
door has a glass toplight with the house name 'Blackwood' painted upon it. There is another door at the west end of the 
verandah leading into the side of the projecting room.



Alterations include the replacement/reconstruction of the verandah, the replacement of windows in the main elevation 
and the presumed removal of other chimneys. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
The surviving late nineteenth and early twentieth century houses in Wandong are of two types: the Terra Cotta Lumber 
houses, and simple timber cottages. This house falls into the latter category, which includes:



- 45 Affleck Street

- 10A, 21 & 33 Dry Creek Crescent

- 7, 9 & 11 Rail Street
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- 32 Wandong Avenue



The houses include double fronted cottages either symmetrical (45 Affleck, 21 Dry Creek, 9 & 11 Rail) or 
asymmetrical (33 Dry Creek, 32 Wandong) with hip or gable roofs, and gable fronted cottages (10A Dry Creek, 7 & 
11 Rail).



None of the houses survive completely intact. Common alterations include alterations to or replacement/reconstruction of 
verandahs, replacement of windows, removal of chimneys, and additions to the side or rear.



Of note within the group is the twin-gabled fronted cottage at 7 Rail Street, which is thought to be a former Victorian 
Railways residence. The house at 32 Wandong Avenue also appears to be relatively intact.



This house, at 33 Dry Creek Crescent, was probably once symmetrical in appearance with the projecting bay at one side 
being a later addition, possibly during the ownership of Jack Harper. Despite its alterations it remains recognizable as a 
typical late nineteenth century cottage and is notable as perhaps the only surviving example of a timber house in 
Wandong built at the time that the 1892 subdivision was created. It is also notable as one of two houses associated with 
the locally known Harper family.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The house, known as 'Blackwood', including original house of c.1892 and the later addition on the west side, at 33 Dry 
Creek Crescent, Wandong is significant. This is a timber house, clad in weatherboards, with an original double-fronted 
section with a M-hip roof, and an added projecting hip section. There is one brick chimney, situated outside of the wall of 
the addition on the west side. The front door has a glass toplight with the house name 'Blackwood' painted upon it. There 
is another door at the west end of the verandah leading into the side of the projecting room.



Later additions at the rear of the house and other buildings on the property are not significant.



How is it significant?

The house at 33 Dry Creek Crescent, Wandong is of local historic significance to Mitchell Shire.



Why is it significant?

It is significant as one of the oldest houses in Wandong and the only known surviving timber house built at the time that 
R.A. Robertson created his Wandong subdivision in 1892. The house, and its hipped roof addition, is representative of 
the simple cottages built in the township. The house is also important for its associations with the Harper family who 
lived here from the early 1900s until the 1950s. John 'Jack' Harper established and managed the sawmills, which were an 
important source of local employment from 1909-1929, and he and his family were prominent and active members of 
local community organisations. (Criteria A, D & H)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 
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Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the HO as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. Extent of HO to include 
the whole of the property as defined by the title boundaries.
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Recommended 
Heritage Protection

VHR - HI - PS Yes

Designer / Architect Public Works Department Architectural Style Interwar Period (c.1919-c.1940)

History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 6 - Developing a cultural life: 6.6 Education



Hotels and markets were the early focus of cultural life, after the encampments of the overlanders and shepherds, many 
of whom had lived solitary existences. To an extent this focus continued, but simultaneously spread as other buildings 
and institutions were created. The mid nineteenth century, around 1850 stands out as the point when such changes 
began, though the gold rushes affected culture in many contradictory ways, unsettling society but generating great wealth 
for its projects. Of particular importance was the influence of growing numbers of women it may be no coincidence that 
at the same time as the gender imbalance began to change a range of settled cultural institutions came into being. 
Churches, temperance societies and schools gave new emphases to family life as opposed to the independent life of the 
drover or digger. Masonic lodges, Mechanics Institutes and political institutions were designed to focus on the moral, 
intellectual and political aspirations of men. Victorian society was also riven during the colonial period with political 
and cultural controversy, encouraging the development of a vigorous and competitive free press. 



Wandong

The Wandong and Heathcote Junction district, in the Parish of Bylands, comprises land that was part of Andrew 
Beveridge's pastoral run 'The Dean' (Dene), which was taken up in 1842. Beveridge's daughter, Eliza Kilgour 
Broadhurst, then held the property from April 1849 until January 1862. They were followed by William Thomas 
Harpsham, Edwin Willis Mayger and William Daniel Collyer (Huddle 2006). 



The opening up of the land for selection in the early 1870s coincided with the construction of the North-eastern Railway 
from Melbourne to Albury, which opened in 1872, and the development of Wandong and Heathcote Junction is closely 
associated with the railway. The timber industry, which began in the 1860s in the forests around Mt Disappointment, has 
also played an important part in the development of the area (Pickett 2011:11-12).



Hundreds of men were involved in the construction of the railway, which required a huge cutting near the crest of the 
Great Dividing Range at what would become Heathcote Junction. Wood-fired kilns using local clays produced bricks for 
culverts and quarries were opened to supply ballast. Once the railway was opened staff employed along the route as 
gatekeepers, stationmasters and fettlers were among the first settlers. They were joined by selectors such as William 
Munro who selected land adjoining the railway, which contained brick kilns used by the railway contractors and clay 
deposits. He continued the kiln operation and also erected a sawmill and by 1890 had convinced the railway authorities to 
construct a siding. Originally known as Merri Merri siding, from 1907 it was known as Lightwood siding (Payne 
1981:47).



As the first selectors arrived, community formation was marked by the building of the first St John's Church of England 
at Lightwood Flat on the west side of what is now the Epping-Kilmore Road south of Arkells Lane. The first district 
school opened in this building in January 1871 and by 1875 had moved to a new building at the corner of Arkells Lane. 
Upon opening on 8 January 1875 it was known as Lightwood Flat School No.1277 (Payne 1981:47-9).
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Development of Wandong

Meanwhile, Wandong a short distance to the north of Lightwood Flat was experiencing 'a transition from a rural 
backwater to a busy railway town' (Payne 1981:53). At the request of local sawmillers a railway siding known as 
Morphett's was built to provide a more convenient place to load their timber. Opened in April 1876, it was named after 
Patrick 'Paddy' Morphett (or Morphet) who selected land on the east side of the railway in 1871. At around the same 
time the first store was constructed on land on the west of the railway that had been selected by Duncan Arkell. It was 
Arkell's father who suggested 'Wandong' as the name for the developing township, which was applied to the railway 
station and post office that opened in 1876 (Payne 1981:54; Pickett 2011). The rising importance of Wandong was 
illustrated in 1882 when the Lightwood Flat School, by then re-named as Wandong, was relocated to the present site on 
the east side of the railway and by 1885 Wandong had 'eclipsed its modest neighbour' to the south (Payne 1981:50). This 
was confirmed in 1890 when the old St John's Church at Lightwood Flat was closed, and reopened in a new building at 
Wandong.



Around 1884 the man who would have the most significant influence upon the development of Wandong, Robert Affleck 
Robertson, arrived. He began purchasing timber mills in the district and in 1884 he commenced building of the Comet 
Mill, which was to become one of the largest in Victoria, comprising the sawmills, a village of 40 houses for 75 workers 
and their families and a school (Payne 1981:54-5, Pickett 2011:16-7).



1889 was a pivotal year in the development of Wandong. By August of that year Robertson had become the owner of the 
land on the east side of the railway formerly owned by Morphett, and on part of this land he constructed a seasoning 
works where green hardwood timber was treated or 'seasoned' ready for milling into skirtings, architraves, furniture and 
other building materials. Robertson also invested in a process that combined clay and sawdust into a fire-proofing 
material known as 'Terra Cotta Lumber'. Developed in the USA, the product was first manufactured by the Victoria 
Terra Cotta Lumber Co. in Brunswick. However, Robertson persuaded the company to transfer operations to Wandong 
where a factory was built on four acres of land adjoining the railway on the west side. Robertson's sawmills provided a 
ready source of sawdust that was combined with local clay to produce the blocks, which were used for fireproofing in 
several buildings in Melbourne, as well as external walls and chimneys for buildings in Wandong and the surrounding 
districts (Payne 1981-55-6, Huddle 2006). 



With his new industries established Robertson in 1892 subdivided his land on the east side of the railway into 190 
building allotments. The subdivision created Rail Street, Wandong Avenue, Dry Creek Crescent and Affleck Street, as 
well as two streets south of Affleck Street that were never constructed. An auction plan of 1892 shows that several houses 
and the Catholic Church were in existence at that time. Robertson constructed at least four of these houses using Terra 
Cotta Lumber, which were occupied by employees of his companies, while Terra Cotta Lumber was also used in the 
Catholic Church. In 1892 a consortium established the Australian Seasoned Timber Company (ASTC), which acquired 
and set about expanding Robertson's key assets including the Comet Mill, the seasoned timber works, the Terra Cotta 
Lumber works and associated infrastructure (Payne 1981:56-7, Pickett 2011).



However, the ASTC was significantly affected by the 1890s depression, which effectively halted building activity across 
Victoria. The Terra Cotta Lumber works only recorded a profit in 1889 and by 1896 operation of the seasoning works 
was limited to three months of the year. The rebuilding of the Comet Mill following its destruction by fire in 1900 placed 
further financial strain on the company. Finally, in 1902 the company went into voluntary liquidation and all the assets 
were sold. The seasoned timber and Terra Cotta Lumber works were closed and the buildings dismantled (Payne 1981:56-
8; Pickett 2011).



Consequently, Wandong never developed to the extent envisaged by Robertson. By 1895 there were only twelve 
occupied houses in the township and 166 allotments remained unsold. In 1904, 58 of the unsold lots in and south of 
Affleck Street were sold to Hugh McDonald, who established a farm (Payne 1981:59). In the early 1900s the principal 
buildings in Wandong included the Catholic Church, Anglican Church, State School, Coffee Palace, store and post office, 
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railway station and Traveller's Rest Hotel. In 1902 a new Mechanics' Institute Hall was built and, as a final civic gesture 
before its demise, the ASTC provided most of the timber for the hall as a donation or at 'lowest rates' (WHG 2013, 
Pickett 2011).



In the twentieth century Wandong was sustained by sawmilling activity that continued using the assets established by 
Robertson's companies. From 1909 to the 1920s Jack Harper operated several mills on different sites (Payne 1981:59). 
However, little development occurred in Wandong and in the early 1930s two landmarks were lost as fires in successive 
years claimed the Traveller's Rest Hotel and the first St John's Church. St John's was subsequently rebuilt on a new site 
in Wandong Avenue. A c.1955 aerial photograph shows that almost no new buildings had been constructed since the 
1930s (Lynne Dore).



Improving school grounds in the twentieth century



Shelter sheds

Shelter sheds were an important part of school life, providing shelter from the elements and an additional covered space. 
They were well ventilated to provide school children with plentiful fresh air. Few schools had shelter sheds in the 
nineteenth century. School Boards of Advice or parents often requested them, and occasionally the Education Department 
provided small grants or they were erected by the PWD. Requests were more often made for the cheaper alternative of 
building verandahs on the existing school building for this purpose (Heritage Victoria).



In the early twentieth century the Education Department started a major campaign of updating the school buildings of the 
nineteenth century. This was evident in such areas as Geelong where in 1906 it was reported that:



The State school authorities are making inquiries into the cost of providing all the country State schools in the Geelong 
district with hexagonal shelter sheds, with trellis-work sides. The sheds would prove a boon to the children attending the 
distant schools, where little or no shelter is provided, and as the outlay would not be very considerable, it is expected that 
orders will shortly be given for the erection of the buildings. (Geelong Advertiser, 4 October 1906 p.2, cited by Heritage 
Victoria)



Describing rural schools in the first decades of the twentieth century, an Education Department history, published in 
1922, stated that 'shady trees are in growth, and the deeper interest in the children is seen in the play pavilions without 
and the libraries with books and magazines within'. Parents were still expected to organise and fund structures such as 
shelter sheds, fences, gates and woodsheds, however, from c.1905 the Education Department systematically gave pound-
for-pound grants towards the cost of various improvements for school yards including shelter sheds, fences, asphalting 
and shade trees. Parents typically formed themselves into local committees and arranged various means of raising their 
share of the funds (Heritage Victoria). 



Arbor Day

Arbor Day (also referred to as Arbor-day) was an important event in the lives of Victorian schoolchildren for over 60 
years. The tradition of Arbor Day, which originated in the United States, commenced in Victorian schools in the late 
nineteenth century. The purpose of Arbor Day was to encourage and support the planting of shade trees and ornamental 
shrubs in the school grounds. While the focus was on the planting of shade trees, activities also included general work on 
the school garden. Trees were supplied, free of cost, by the Forests Department from the State nurseries at Macedon and 
Creswick and consigned by rail to the station most convenient from the school (VEGTA, 1911).



The importance of Arbor Day was strongly promoted by the Education Department in the early twentieth century and was 
closely associated with the school gardens competition initiated in 1903 by the Australian Natives Association, which 
offered a prize for the best school garden in each inspectorial district. A 1911 report concluded that:
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With the experience gained in connexion with previous Arbor Days, teachers will be able to do even better this year, and 
the Director hopes there will be no slackening of effort. The work is of national benefit, and should be carried out with 
zeal. (VEGTA, 1911)



Arbor Day in Victoria appears to have been, in part, a response to concerns about the widespread destruction of native 
forests in the nineteenth century. A 1904 report about Arbor Day, which cites the Royal Commission on State Forests and 
Timber Reserves, issued in 1901, describes the stripping of trees from the goldfields and Gippsland and concludes that 
"Victoria's treeless plains are in danger of having their area more widely extended" (VEGTA, 1904).



Arbor Day received particular interest and support from Frank Tate, Minister of Education. In one of his inspectoral 
reports from the Charlton district Mr Tate expressed the opinion "that a teacher could leave his memory green in a district 
in no better way than by a good plantation of shade trees in the school ground" (VEGTA, 1900). Until about 1903 the 
department selected a school district in which to hold Arbor Day. The minister granted a holiday to the children, and the 
department informed the teachers and the Boards of Advice and made arrangements for the supply of trees (VEGTA, 
1903).



In about 1904, however, concern was expressed that while the Arbor Day movement had "in some instances, been take 
up with energy and enthusiasm", there were still school grounds, both in towns and in the country that presented "a 
barren, uninviting appearance". Accordingly, in order that Arbor Day "should in future be made a more important 
celebration than hitherto" the decision was made that it would be observed by every school in Victoria. Owing to 
differing climatic conditions throughout the State Arbor Day was thereafter celebrated in either June or July (VEGTA, 
1904).



Apart from the practical or utilitarian aspect of improving the grounds of schools, Arbor Day was intended to have an 
educational perspective as an aid in the teaching of nature-study. Implicit in this approach was the belief in the "the moral 
influence that trees exert". A 1904 report noted that "If an appreciation of the utility and beauty of a well grown tree is 
implanted in the minds of the rising generation, its effect cannot be other than of immense benefit to the community" and 
spoke of the ability of trees to "strengthen, elevate and ennoble character".



Arbor Day activities in schools were supported by the State Schools Nursery, which was established in Hughesdale just 
prior to the First World War. It provided plants for school gardens and to educate children in horticultural principles. The 
Nursery was established by Cyril Everett Isaac, a school teacher, conservationist and horticulturalist.



Records of Arbor Day events in the early twentieth century are testament to the importance of the event and the benefits 
to the community. A school report about Arbor Day, cited in a c.1912 edition of the Victorian Education Gazette and 
Teachers Aid noted that:



  



Four years ago, the school building stood desolate in the corner of an old fallow paddock. Today, it is fenced, and the 
ground is subdivided into an agricultural plot, a flower plot, a pony paddock (children's) and a playground. There are 
more than 120 trees and shrubs growing, and there is a large flower garden.



  



Enthusiasm for Arbor Day began to wane after the Second World War and by the 1960s it was no longer universally 
celebrated. It was revived in 1982.
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Place history

As noted above, as Wandong grew the old school from Lightwood Flat was relocated to the present site in 1882, re-
opening on 4 October of that year. According to Payne (1981:63):



R.A. Robertson's water supply was taken over by the Kilmore Water Trust and mains were laid, supplying the school and 
presumably the town in 1894. Trees for shelter and beautification were planted from this time, and there is constant 
reference to more trees and gardens.



For example, a newspaper article from 1910 reported that Arbor Day was observed at Wandong School in July of that 
year, when several trees were planted in the school grounds (Kilmore Free Press, 7 July 1910, p.2). The first school 
committee was formed on 10 July 1911 (Pickett 2011:102) and with their assistance the grounds at Wandong School 
were improved during the interwar period when the headmasters were Mr. Alfred Smith (1922-24) and Mr. Stephen Price 
(1925-32). Under Price's guidance the school won the Australian Natives' Association prize for the best state school 
garden in 1928, and in 1929 the school was presented with a picture of 'Australian scenery, given by the A.N.A., for the 
best improved school garden (Kilmore Free Press, 26 December 1929, p.3). The school won the best school garden 
award again in 1941, but a severe drought was said to have 'decimated the garden, and the little that remained was 
finished off by a marauding herd of cattle which broke into the school grounds' (Pickett 2011:102-03).



In 1924 a shelter shed was erected, and the occasion was marked with a picnic. This was resited in 1949 when the hillside 
was partly terraced to provide an assembly area (Payne 1981:64).



In 1974 the school celebrated its centenary on 9 March when the oldest known scholar, James Davern, unveiled a plaque 
and obelisk of bricks from Lightwood Flat in commemoration of the event (Payne 1981:65).



As the population of Wandong grew in the 1970s and 1980s a new and larger school was required. The Education 
Department purchased the adjoining lot to the south at the corner of Rail and Affleck streets and a new brick school was 
constructed, which was opened on 17 February 1991 (Pickett 2011:111).
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Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
Wandong Primary School is situated at the north corner of Rail Street and Affleck Street. It contains a complex of 
buildings including the 1969 and 1991 school buildings and the more recent assembly hall. The following buildings and 
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features contribute to the significance of the school:



- The row of eleven mature Oaks (Quercus sp.) extending from north to south through the middle of the site; and

- The shelter/storage shed situated near the centre of the line of Oaks. This is a typical interwar or early postwar timber 
building with a skillion roof, exposed rafters and double doors. It is in good condition and is very intact. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
There are several schools currently in the heritage overlay in Mitchell Shire. Most of these are one-room schools built just 
before, or soon after, the passing of the Education Act in 1874, which have a similar gabled form with small porch and 
are built from either brick or stone. Examples include Beveridge SS 1478 of 1874 (HO7), Bylands SS 405 of 1872 
(HO20), Emu Flat of 1875 (HO41), Pyalong SS 2005 of 1878 (HO126), Upper Reedy Creek SS2234 of 1882 (HO267) 
and Tallarook SS 1488 of 1875. Others, such as Broadford (HO15) and Seymour (HO156) comprise a complex of 
buildings dating from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.



The citations for these schools mention the school rooms, but do not specifically mention plantings or outbuildings, 
although it is evident from images that several have mature trees. No other early shelter or storageshed buildings have 
been specifically identified at any of the current HO-listed schools in Mitchell Shire.



Oaks were a typical schoolyard planting and were often planted along the boundaries of school yards so they could 
provide shade, but not disrupt open playground areas.



This shelter or storage shed is typical of examples built during the late interwar or early postwar era at schools in 
Victoria. According to local residents who attended the school it has always been used for storage (Karen Christensen, 
pers. comm.) and although it is probably not the original shelter shed of 1924, it likely pre-dates the 1969 school and is 
therefore the oldest building on the site. It also contributes to the historic setting created by the line of trees and helps to 
interpret the former location of the school boundary.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

Wandong Primary School No.1277 opened on this site in 1882, having been moved from its original location at the 
corner of Arkells Lane and Epping-Kilmore Road where it began in 1871 as Lightwood Flat School No.1277. The school 
grounds were improved during the early twentieth century. Trees were planted during Arbor Day from as early as 1910 
and the building of the shelter shed in 1924 was celebrated with a picnic. As a result, the school won a number of awards 
for improved school grounds. The original school building was replaced in the 1960s, and in the 1990s the school site 
was expanded to the south where a new school was constructed. 



The following buildings and features contribute to the significance of the school:



- The row of eleven mature Oaks (Quercus sp.) extending from north to south through the middle of the site; and

- The shelter/storage shed situated near the centre of the line of Oaks. This is a typical interwar or early postwar timber 
building with a skillion roof, exposed rafters and double doors. It is in good condition and is very intact.



Other buildings and plantings on the site are not significant.



How is it significant?

Wandong Primary School No.1277 is of local historic and social significance to Mitchell Shire.
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Why is it significant?

It is socially significant as a school that has served the Wandong district for over 130 years. (Criterion G)



The Oaks are significant as a typical schoolyard planting and for their associations with Arbor Day, an important event in 
the lives of Victorian school children during the twentieth century and demonstrate how students were encouraged to 
improve school gardens. The trees are complemented by the intact shelter/storage shed, which is now the oldest building 
in the school grounds. The position of the trees and the shed also indicate the original extent of the schoolyard before it 
was extended in the late twentieth century. (Criteria A, C & D)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

Yes 

Yes 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO), as an individual place with tree and outbuilding controls, as shown in the above table. 
Apply the HO to the shelter shed and trees and their canopy and land to a minimum distance of 5 metres from the edge of 
the canopy.
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



  



Theme 3 - Linking communities: 2.3 Moving goods and people, and distributing information; The railways and post 
offices



The North-eastern Railway 

Following the extravagant expenditure on the construction of the Victorian Government's first inland railways during the 
1850s and 60s, it was to be almost a decade before railway expansion resumed (Museum Victoria website). 



The next phase of railway development, lasting throughout the 1870s, saw the completion of additional trunk routes or 
main lines from Essendon to Wodonga, from Oakleigh to Sale and westward from Ballarat to Ararat and Horsham (on a 
route that would later extend to Adelaide). Another line extended westwards from Geelong to Colac (which later reached 
Warrnambool and Port Fairy) and from Ararat to Portland through Hamilton. In central Victoria the first branch lines 
were built to places such as Maryborough, Dunolly, St Arnaud and Inglewood to serve rapidly developing farming and 
mining districts (Museum Victoria website).



The railway line to north-eastern Victoria was first proposed in 1862 and various routes were suggested. An 1866 map 
shows the proposed line from Melbourne to Albury, however discussion on routes through different towns continued 
until an 1869 survey by the Engineer-in-Chief, Thomas Higinbotham, was adopted (Turton, 1973:15). On February 10, 
1870, the Minister for Lands signed notices to be given in order to claim alienated land for the railway, and six days later 
owners were told to send in claims (Turton, 1973:20).



The north-eastern railway line was constructed in three major sections: Melbourne to Seymour; Seymour to Benalla; and 
Benalla to Wodonga. Thomas O'Grady, James Leggatt and James Noonan were awarded the contract for the Melbourne 
to Seymour section to be completed by March 31, 1872. A ceremony was held at Essendon on 20 June 1870 where the 
Minister for Railways turned the first sod. The main site office for this section was set up at Kilmore, approximately half 
way along this section of the line (Turton, 1973:24, 26, 35).



The main line ran from Essendon and was completed to the south bank of the Goulburn River, two miles from Seymour, 
by April 1872. A reception was arranged at the terminus and Thomas Higinbotham, Engineer in Chief and surveyor of 
the route, made a speech in which he predicted that the north-eastern railway line would become "the great Australian 
highway between Sydney and Melbourne" (Turton, 1973: 17-18, 28, 30). However, this line bypassed the town of 
Kilmore with the nearest station at Kilmore East (originally known as Kilmore station) about 2 miles to the east of the 
town. 



Goods traffic on the line was so great that duplication soon became necessary. The enabling Act for doubling of the line 
from Essendon to the south bank of the Goulburn River at Seymour was passed in August 1882, but shortage of funds 
and political consideration meant the opening was delayed until January 1886 (Payne 1981:123-4).



Branch line to Bendigo via Kilmore 

The 1880s was a decade of economic prosperity and growth in Victoria and saw the greatest period of railway building in 
the colony. Between 1882 and 1892 an additional 1548 miles of line were opened, more than doubling that built over the 
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previous three decades (Lee, 2007:80). 



The new lines were constructed in accordance with two Acts, one passed in December 1880 that authorised the 
construction of 23 railways and the second, passed in December 1884 that proposed over 60 new railways. The 1884 Act, 
officially known as the Railway Construction Act became infamous as the 'Octopus Act' because it authorised railways 
in almost every electorate in the colony. As Lee (2007:93) concludes it was 'the most emphatic expression of the boom 
time mentality in public investment'.



One of the lines authorised by the 'Octopus Act' was the branch line from Heathcote Junction to Bendigo via Kilmore. 
This was constructed in stages commencing at either end of the route. The section from Heathcote Junction to Kilmore 
was completed by October 1888. In July 1888 a tender from McDermott and Sons was accepted for the construction of 
the section from Heathcote (near Bendigo) to Kilmore. Most of the line was completed by 1889, however, for almost a 
year horse-drawn carriages provided a shuttle service between Tooborac and Pyalong and the line was not officially 
opened until 22 August, 1890 (Randell, 1985:56-7). In 1891 a branch line was constructed to Lancefield.



The Lancefield branch was never profitable and was dismantled by 1914. The Bendigo to Heathcote section closed by 
1958 and the remaining section of the line via Kilmore was closed by 1968 (Tucker, 1988:124-6; Turton, 1973:90)



Place history

This quarry was established c.1871 to provide stone ballast (possibly bluestone or basalt) for the North-eastern railway. 
For the construction of the railway the contractors hired a rock crushing plant that was relocated as required. The 
crushing plant at Wandong, erected by O'Grady, Leggett and Noonan in 1871, was fed with large rocks that had been 
removed from the right of way supplemented by additional ballast sources from this quarry and others located at 
Broadford and Tallarook. Sidings were created at each of the quarries to provide direct access to the railway under 
construction (Turton 1973:28). This quarry was known, until the early 1900s, as the Government or Wandong Quarry 
(Kilmore Free Press 9 April 1908, p.3), while the railway siding was known as Mathieson's Siding.



This quarry and others along the North-eastern railway were periodically closed and re-opened as lines were improved or 
extended. For example, the quarry was re-opened when the line was duplicated in 1882-86 and also provided ballast for 
the railway from Heathcote Junction to Bendigo via Kilmore when it was constructed from 1888 to 1890. Thereafter, the 
quarry was closed and re-opened, as required. to provide ballast for line maintenance. Ballast was sent via the main line 
in train loads up to Benalla, Euroa and Shepparton, and intermediate places, as well as towards Melbourne (Kilmore Free 
Press 9 April 1908, p.3; Pickett 2011:165; WHG 2013).



At the peak of operation up to 80 men were employed and some of these were accommodated at a boarding house in 
Wandong. The quarry was even able to sustain its own sporting teams during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. A 1908 newspaper article provides a detailed account of the quarry operations:



The place was opened up as a quarry over thirty years ago, the first big lot of ballast being for the North-Eastern 
Railway. Since then hundreds of thousands of yards of metal have been taken out, and not a great deal of the mountain 
side seems to have disappeared. The face of the quarry is an almost perpendicular cliff, over 200 ft. high, and about 600 
feet across. The stone is in great walls and headers (or layers), giving in the place a wonderful appearance. Blasting on a 
big scale was carried on in order to get out the stone, the shots' being fired after the men had knocked off each evening ; 
the blasts were enormous, and brought down tons of stone, the upheaval by the shots being a wonderful sight, ten or a 
dozen going off almost together. Every morning previous to the men starting work, a couple of experienced hands went 
over the face of the quarry to "bar down" viz., to remove any stone which showed.the slightest tendency to fall during the 
day, as a very small piece would be certain death to a man should it so fall on him from above. No chances of any sort 
were taken in the slightest degree, and the result was that very few accidents occurred, even minor mishaps were scarce. 
During the day the men below - on the floor of the quarry - spawled the stone and sent it to the crushers. Numbers of 
trucks ran about the quarry floor on tram lines, some of which were laid right up to the face. The trucks were filled with 
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spawls, then hauled in by a horse to the main 'line, where a wire cable was hooked on and the truck loads two at a time, 
were run up a steep grade to the crusher jaws, the last haulage being by steam winch. (Kilmore Free Press 9 April 1908, 
p.3)



Despite the assurance that 'minor mishaps were scarce' local newspapers also record a number of accidents including at 
least two resulting in fatalities, one in October 1901 and the other soon after in July 1902. The quarry closed and re-
opened several times during the early 1900s before operations were suspended in 1908 when a new quarry was opened at 
Ararat, which was to be known as the Ripon quarry (Kilmore Free Press 9 April 1908, p.3).



Mathieson's Siding was also used for loading inwards firewood (to supply the quarry) and outwards firewood in the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The siding was closed in 1929 (WHG 2013).



Sources 

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

Lee, Robert, 2007, The railways of Victoria. 1854-2004, Melbourne University Publishing, Carlton

Museum Victoria website, http://museumvictoria.com.au/railways/ - viewed 24 August 2009

Turton, Keith, Six and a Half Inches From Destiny: The first hundred years of the Melbourne-Wodonga Railway 1873-
1973, Australian Railway Historical Society (Victorian Division), Melbourne, 1973

Wandong History Group (WHG), 'Submission to Amendment C56 to the Mitchell Planning Scheme - Implementation of 
the Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study', 1 July 2013

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The former Government (Mathieson's) Quarry is situated on the north side of The Dene at Wandong, about two hundred 
metres to the east of the North-eastern Railway. The exposed quarry face, which is visible from The Dene, rises about 30-
40 metres above the quarry floor, which is about 100-200 metres wide and 150 metres deep. It is not known whether any 
infrastructure associated with the quarry survives. The railway siding associated with the quarry has been removed.



Between the quarry and the road are some buildings and infrastructure associated with a model railway group. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
There are no known comparisons to the formerGovernment Quarry. The two other ballast pits/quarries at Broadford and 
Tallarook have not yet been identified.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

The Government Quarry, also known as the Wandong or Mathieson's Quarry, on the north side of The Dene (Allotment 
21H4, Parish of Glenburnie), Wandong is significant. The significant elements are the exposed quarry face and the open 
cut area at the front indicating the extent of the quarrying operations, and any related archaeological deposits.



How is it significant?

Mathieson's Quarry is of local historic,archaeological and aesthetic significance to Mitchell Shire.
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Why is it significant?

It is historically significant for its association with the development of the Victorian railway network, as the one of the 
major sources of ballast for the Victorian Railways from the late nineteenth to the early twentieth centuries. (Criterion 
A)



It is significant for the potential to yield further information about the quarrying operations carried out at this site. 
(Criterion C)



It is aesthetically significant as a dramatic landscape feature and a landmark in the local area. (Criterion E)

Assessment Against Criteria 

 
This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the Significant Landscape (SLO) with the extent of the SLO to apply to the whole of the exposed quarry face and 
quarry floor.
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History and Historical Context 

 
Thematic context

This place is associated with the following theme/s in the Mitchell Shire Environmental History (MSEH):



Theme 2 - Developing the local economy: 2.1 Laying claim to the land; 2.2 Laying out boundaries; 2.3 Developing 
primary production; Farming



Land policy developments in the Study Area exemplified those throughout the colony. The mass migration of free 
migrants who were prospectors, small farmers and other skilled migrants who wanted a stake in the land (rather than 
agricultural labourers) effectively challenged the dominance of the pastoralists. In 1836 Governor Bourke had allowed 
graziers to occupy all the land they could stock for 10 an acre, and from 1847 pastoralists were granted the 'pre-emptive 
right' to purchase some of their land and lease others for up to 14 years (MSEH 2006:44). 



Lots were sold off by the Crown from under the pastoralists' feet in Kilmore and Bylands in the early 1850s to assuage 
the agitation of new migrants and selectors. Established landholders could nonetheless use dummy bids to maintain their 
pre-eminence. Land along the Goulburn River preceded further large-scale sales in the Kilmore area, encouraging 
settlers and small farmers in particular to head to the northern areas of the Study Area until more land in the south was 
unlocked in the 1870s. A stake in the land was integral to many settlers quests for wealth and the spirit of the new 
generation is exemplified in the threat made by Robert O'Reilly who wished to select part of William Hamilton's 70,000 
acre Glenaroua Run at Broadford in 1870:



"I am a native of this colony and if debarred from obtaining a part of my natal soil whereon to place my foot it is time 
that I should adopt some other land where the whole territory shall not be in the hands of a few." (MSEH 2006:44). 



The first European boundaries marked out were those associated with sheep and cattle runs, the names of many of these 
being passed down to subsequent townships or street names in the region. Surveyors and draftsmen were employed by 
both squatters and government to mark out territory for disposal. The physical marking of territory and making of maps 
was an integral part of laying claim to the land. These boundaries often appeared to be fairly arbitrarily drawn in 
straight lines from point to point, attempting to include the most promising land and water sources. The territories 
marked for pastoral leases and for townships explain many of the boundaries and names of townships and streets 
throughout the Study Area today (MSEH 2006:46). 



The process followed by draughtsman T.H. Nutt, who carried out the initial survey for William Rutledge in the Kilmore 
area was typical. Here the southwest reference point was a 'gum stump lettered R', the southeast marked by a 'box tree 
lettered R'. The Willowmavin-Moranding Rd. thus naturally arose in its line marking the northern boundary, the north-
west corner marked by 'a honeysuckle marked four sides and lettered R' and another box tree on northeast. In 1851 the 
government surveyor named many of the Broadford areas locations after the pioneers, and with land sales in 1854 
tenants were able to purchase their own land (MSEH 2006:46).



The processes carried out by these early surveyors and draftsmen are clearly visible today, not only in the grid, but in the 
alignment of houses and other buildings, their front elevations parallel to the roads (MSEH 2006:46).



While agriculture and husbandry formed the basis of primary production in the Study Area, quarries to the south of 
Trawool also provided facing for building in Melbourne - the quarry remembered by the rail siding of Granite. The 
Trawool area also yielded timber, gravel and two main species of trees - the grey box used for wheel naves and the 
ironbark for spokes. Small amounts of gold were found at Reedy Creek, and at King Parrot Creek in 1859 and later at 
Strath Creek in 1860. Reedy Creek also had another gold rush in the 1880s, bringing more people into the area. Sand 
was also extracted in large quantities from Mollison's Creekat Pyalong and sent by rail to Melbourne (MSEH 
2006:46).
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Primary production began when land was the indicator of wealth in the agrarian colonies, and lay at the heart of the 
ambitions of many a migrant farmer. The debate over ownership and distribution of the land was thus inextricable from 
the development of primary production and influenced what kind of agriculture developed - for example farming around 
large areas of Kilmore were delayed as small farmers would head for the Goulburn River area where more land was 
being opened up for selection (MSEH 2006:46).



  



While sheep and cattle runs were the primary focus of early European incursions into the area, farming followed 
immediately, albeit on a small scale, in order to supply the overlanders and squatters with foodstuffs. Besides the farms 
on Rutledges Special Survey in 1841, the Parish of Merriang was sold in 1840 for farming purposes. Some of the earliest 
farms were also those around Seymour at Tallarook Flats. There, small farms were auctioned in lots in the 1850s under 
the selection acts. Acres under tillage suffered a large decrease in the years immediately following the first gold rush in 
1851, which upset settled patterns of life across the colony and precipitated a labour supply crisis as able bodied men left 
in droves to seek their fortune on the goldfields (MSEH 2006:48).



Clonbinane

The pastoral region of Clonbinane is located to the northeast of Wandong, forming part of the Western Port District in the 
Parish of Glenburnie. Clonbinane was described by the Argus in 1848 as a pastoral run of approximately 25,600 acres, 
which had been claimed by Michael Heffernan since 1843, being:



Bounded on the north by the Reedy Creek 5 miles, on the south by Kirk and Harlin 3 miles, on the west by Mr Whitehead 
11/2 miles, and on the east by ranges. (The Argus 29 September 1848:1)



In January of 1851 Clonbinane run was acquired by Scottish migrant Alexander McKenzie under the pre-emptive right to 
run (Clonbinane Park Homestead Complex place details). Upon Alexander's death the station was taken over by his sons 
until it was sold off in 1873, but returned to family ownership when it was purchased by Alexander's youngest son, 
Malcolm Kenneth McKenzie in 1883. 



Malcolm was a prominent member in the local community as owner of the 36,000 acre Reedy Creek Station at 
Broadford, as well as Minister for Anglesey and Upper Goulburn 1892-1920 and fervent advocate of Federation (Argus 
16 June 1927:14). Reedy Creek Station remained in the McKenzie family for over seventy years and was close to the site 
of Clonbinane Park, Malcolm Kenneth McKenzie's grand Italianate homestead built in 1891(Clonbinane Park Hermes 
record). At the time of his death in 1927, Malcolm was described as a grazier, politician and great supporter of pastoral 
land rights (Argus 16 June 1927:14).



Although Clonbinane was subject to a gold mining boom beginning in the 1870s that lasted until around 1880, gold 
discoveries quickly subsided and the small township instead supported local saw milling and agricultural industries. 
Clonbinane was not listed in the postal directory of 1888, at which time nearby Wandong was listed with only ten 
commercial enterprises including a blacksmith, station master, school, the Travellers Rest Hotel and of course, Robert 
Affleck Robertson's milling enterprise (Wise 1888). It is believed that the site of the Clonbinane Post Office - opened in 
1892 - was in fact at Clonbinane Park, with the more northern settlement of Waterford Park regarded as Clonbinane's 
associated housing estate (Clonbinane Park Hermes record).



Place history 

The property known as Mulberry Cottage is situated at 16 Ryans Road, Waterford Park at Crown Allotment W5/1 in the 
Parish of Glenburnie (CA5/1). The site comprises a house constructed in the mid 1880s with two large brick chimneys, 
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but subsequently altered and extended. 



CA W5/1 was originally acquired by Charles Ryan in 1884 and was passed down to his son Harry Ryan. Harry Ryan, a 
farmer, is purported to have resided at the house for a number of years with his sister, Katie (Kilmore Free Press 15 
February 1900:3). 



It is believed the bricks used in one of the chimneys were sourced from the Victorian Terra Cotta Lumber Co Ltd, which 
Robert Affleck Robertson established in 1889 in Epping Road, Wandong. This new enterprise mixed sawdust produced at 
Robertson's sawmills with clay, to form what was marketed as a highly durable and fire resistant building product (Age 
11 December 1890:10). Terra Cotta Lumber was intended for use as a fire-proofing material, however, in and around 
Wandong it was also used for external walls of houses and chimneys. At Clonbinane, Terra Cotta Lumber was used as 
fire-proofing within the walls of the Clonbinane Park homestead erected in 1891.



Sources

'Advertising' (1890), Age, 11 December 1890:10.

'Claims to Leases of Crown Land' (1848), Argus, 29 September 1848:1.

Clonbinane Park Hermes record no. 110189.

Lorraine Huddle Pty Ltd & Dr Aron Paul, Mitchell Shire Stage Two Heritage Study Volume Two: Environmental 
History, 2006

'Mr M K McKenzie Dead' (1927), Argus, 16 June 1927:14.

'Kilmore Police Court' (1900), Kilmore Free Press, 15 February 1900:3.

Tucker, M (1988), Kilmore: on the Sydney Road, Shire of Kilmore.

Wise & Co Postal Directory 1888.

Description 

 
Physical Description 

 
The site of Mulberry Cottage is situated on the approach to the rural suburb of Waterford Park. Located on the high side 
of Sunday Creek, Mulberry Cottage occupies a picturesque and prominent location as Ryans Road curves and drops 
across the bridge. The house is in a rural setting and comprises a large garden with mature trees and shrubs and some 
open paddocks. 



The house adopts the form of a Victorian cottage that has been extended through the use of intersecting gable-roofed 
wings. The main house comprises an 'L' shaped section with a 'Terra Cotta Lumber' chimney. A taller gable roofed 
section forward of this feature appears to be a contemporary extension or perhaps a remodelled building added to the 
house. 



Materials of weatherboard and corrugated metal roofing and timber door and double hung windows are sympathetic to 
the period and style. A second large brick chimney is a dominant feature of the site. The timber picket fence at the front 
boundary is of contemporary date. 


Comparative Analysis 

 
Clonbinane continues as a predominantly agricultural and grazing area, while Waterford Park is considered a small 
residential community within Mitchell Shire. The Mitchell Shire region was devastated by the Black Saturday bushfires 
of 2009 and so built heritage dating from the pastoral era is considered significant. 
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Mulberry Cottage is a locally rare example of a nineteenth century rural cottage within the Clonbinane /Waterford Park 
area. Clonbinane Park (HO30) (burnt in 2009 and largely demolished), and Smedley's Homestead (also assessed as part 
of this Study) are the only other known heritage places in the locality.



The use of Terra Cotta Lumber as a building material within Mitchell Shire is represented by several surviving buildings, 
all of which are located in Clonbinane, Wandong or Heathcote Junction. Most are found in Wandong where there are six 
buildings (five houses and a church) constructed using the material, as well as a small shed. The five houses, constructed 
c.1889 at 6 Dry Creek Crescent, 37 Rail Street, 14 & 16 Wandong Avenue and 'Windamingle' at 770 Wandong 
Road use Terra Cotta Lumber for walls. These houses are of interest, because Terra Cotta Lumber was intended for use as 
a fire-proofing material in division walls whereas here it is used also for external walls (it appears that conventional 
bricks have been used for chimneys). Although some of these walls were originally protected by verandahs or painting, 
exposure to rain has led to the deterioration of some of the blocks. At the Catholic Church, it appears the Terra Cotta 
Lumber has been used as intended for division walls only.



At Heathcote Junction Terra Cotta Lumber has been used to the construct the walls of a small shed at 140 North 
Mountain Road. There is also a small shed with Terra Cotta Lumber walls at the rear of the house at 19 Wandong 
Avenue.



At Clonbinane, the homestead at Clonbinane Park was constructed using Terra Cotta Lumber as fire-proofing within the 
wall cavities. 



In all of the above examples Terra Cotta Lumber has been used in wall construction. The use of Terra Cotta Lumber for a 
chimney, as at Mulberry Cottage, is therefore unusual. Given the proximity of the cottage to Clonbinane Park, one 
possibility is that the chimney was constructed using left-over blocks not used when the homestead was constructed.

Statement of Significance 

 
What is significant?

Mulberry Cottage, comprising a house established by Charles Ryan in the mid 1880s, at 68 Ryans Road, Waterford Park 
is significant. The house adopts the form of a Victorian cottage that has been extended through the use of intersecting 
gable-roofed wings. The main house comprises an 'L' shaped section with a chimney constructed of Terra Cotta Lumber 
bricks. A taller gable roofed section forward of this feature appears to be a contemporary extension or perhaps a 
remodelled building added to the house. 



How is it significant?

Mulberry Cottage at 68 Ryans Road, Waterford Park is of local historic and aesthetic significance to Mitchell Shire.



Why is it significant?

The cottage is significant as one of the oldest surviving houses in the Clonbinane district and for the Terra Cotta Lumber 
chimney, which is representative of this unusual industry in the district and forms part of an important historical narrative 
as one of several surviving Terra Cotta Lumber structures in the area surrounding Wandong, where Robert Affleck 
Robertston established the Victoria Terra Cotta Lumber factory in 1889. (Criterion A) 



Mulberry Cottage is significant for its picturesque siting adjacent to Sunday Creek. The house and garden with mature 
trees are a prominent landmark on Ryans Road. Mulberry Cottage is a representative Victorian era house that 
demonstrates its evolution through the additions and alterations achieved in a sympathetic manner. (Criterion E)

Assessment Against Criteria 
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This place was assessed in accordance with the processes and guidelines outlined in the Australia ICOMOS Charter for 
Places of Cultural Heritage Significance (The Burra Charter) 2013, using the Hercon criteria. 


Recommendations 2015 

 

-

-

- 

- 

-

-

-

External Paint Controls

Internal Alteration Controls

Tree Controls

Fences & Outbuildings

Prohibited Uses May Be Permitted

Incorporated Plan

Aboriginal Heritage Place

Other Recommendations 

 
Add to the heritage overlay (HO) as an individual place with no specific HO controls, as shown in the above table. Extent 
of HO to include the buildings and land as shown on the site plan in the 'Wandong & Heathcote Junction Heritage Gap 
Study Stage 2' report 2015.
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Wandong, Heathcote, Sandhurst Railway Line - Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section 
 

Other/former names ‘Heathcote Junction and/to Bendigo Railway’ 
 

Current site description 
The Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section branches north west from the main North East line at 
Heathcote Junction station. It curves around to the south and crosses Arkells Lane for the first time. It 
runs south for c.1km before turning north west again, in which direction is follows a somewhat 
meandering course, crossing Arkells Lane a second time, for about approximately 5km. At Bylands it 
turns north and proceeds, parallel with the Northern Highway, for another c.5km until reaching 
Kilmore.    
Its course is marked by tree lines for most of its southern section, becoming sparser to the north of 
Arkells Lane, and the route passes through open paddocks to the north of Union Lane.  
[The course and surviving extent of the rail embankment is described in ‘Interpretation of site’ below] 

 
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) From Heathcote Junction Station running generally north west to Kilmore 
 

Street number - Street - 
 

Suburb Wandong/Bylands/Kilmore State VIC Postcode 3758/3762/3764 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 325260 Northing 5861890 
 to 
 Easting 317950 Northing 5870000   
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923 

 
7. Cadastral location 

 

County Bourke Parish  Bylands  Township Wandong/Bylands/Kilmore 
 

Section - Allotment -    SPI - 
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 

[see attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 
The former course of the Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section of the Wandong, 
Heathcote, Sandhurst Railway Line (later the Heathcote Junction to Bendigo line), 
opened in 1888 and closed in 1968.    
Only part of the rail reserve has been inspected (the portion of the rail corridor still 
managed by Victrack, immediately to the south of the line’s eastern confluence with 
Arkells Lane).  
The course of the line is marked by large cuttings, crossed by at least one associated 
bridge structure, and further such features, including more bridges and culverts, are 
anticipated.  
At Heathcote Junction station the formation is visible although it appears to be partly 
filled in - the physical junction with the mainline is no longer visible due to drainage 
works. The foundations for the 1961 signal box at western platform are still in place.  
The rail embankment is clearly visible to the east of the point at which it has been cut 
by the Hume Highway. The eastern crossing of Arkells Lane is visible and the 
embankment remains apparent between the paddocks to the south, and the cutting at 
the western crossing of Arkells Lane is also very clear. Here the former road bridge 
has been removed and the cutting has been filled in to carry Arkells Lane.  
To the north of Arkells Lane the formation, runs through private land and part of the 
reserve appears to have become private driveway. Although the Bylands Parish Plan 
(Figure 1) appears to show the site of Leslie Station to the south of the road, cadastral 
plans (Figure 4) show a likely reserve to the north.   
According to contributors on the www.railpage.com.au forum, rails still survive in situ 
to the south east of Bylands (of 1600mm gauge), as well as in piles nearby, and a 
trestle bridge remains intact near one of the nearby crossings, but this has not be 
confirmed.  
The point at which the line crosses the Northern Highway in Kilmore is not clear, 
although the road still climbs slightly at this location. Immediately to the north west 
the formation has been partly developed. It is visible where it used to parallel Hamilton 
Street in Kilmore, but it has been built over by the Roman Catholic Primary school. 
Between here and the State Primary School to the south of Lancefield-Kilmore Road 
the cutting appears to have been partly infilled. This appears to have been the station 
site (as suggested by the adjacent Railway Court) but the exact location has been 
developed for a sports oval.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

14. Assessment of archaeological significance 
 
At a very coarse level, the embankments and cuttings provide some limited insight 
into the Victorian Railways Department’s late 19th century approach to railway line 
construction, and these survive to some extent along the majority of the route of this 
section. 
The majority of the railway fabric (steel railway tracks, spikes, plates, sleepers, ballast, 
water towers, turntables, cranes, buildings, station platforms, goods yards & roads, 
signals, tanks, sidings, gates, bridges, telephone line & poles, mile posts, various 
signs etc) has been removed since the line was closed. However, some fragmentary 
evidence does remain, with a sparse distribution of artefacts, such as rail pins, 
present along the line, and some more substantial evidence, such as rails, apparently 
present in some locations.  
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15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section of the Wandong, Heathcote, Sandhurst 
Railway Line is of some historical significance as being representative of a major 
stage in the development of the region’s infrastructure which had a significant impact 
on its settlement and its agricultural and commercial fortunes.       
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Scientific significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 
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16. Present use 
The railway reserve is now under a variety of ownerships and uses. Parts have been incorporated into 
private landholdings, in which they often form access tracks, and others remain in Crown ownership 
and are essentially redundant.   
There are plans, led by the Friends of the Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail, to develop the wider Wandong, 
Heathcote, Sandhurst Railway Line into a rail trail (http://bendigokilmorerailtrail.com/). 

 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
The private portions of the reserve are slowly becoming developed, and the track bed is becoming less 
apparent. 
The settlements along its route are being extended, potentially over the alignment. This is particularly 
true in the vicinity of Kilmore.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 

 

The rail reserve can be viewed from the adjacent road reserves.  
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21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency Victrack (parts) 
 

Owner’s name ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Contact name  ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Occupier’s name  ................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  21/08/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 

 

 

 

Office Use Only 
Report Numbers..............................................................  Associated Consent numbers ..........................................................................  
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WANDONG, HEATHCOTE, SANDHURST RAILWAY LINE - 

HEATHCOTE JUNCTION TO KILMORE SECTION 

Place history 

Prior to the establishment of the Victorian Railways Department in 1883, all railways in 
Victoria had been privately owned and constructed. The following year, Victorian State 
Parliament passed the Railway Construction Act, which authorised 59 new rail lines across the 
state, including the cross country line originally known as the ‘Wandong, Heathcote, Sandhurst 
Railway Line’ constructed between 1887 and 1890. The line was to carry passenger services as 
well as goods trains transporting supplies and the products of the local timber industry: lumber 
for gold mining in Sandhurst /Bendigo, firewood and charcoal for a fuel in Melbourne, and 
railway sleepers.  

Works were completed in stages primarily by three different contractors employed by 
Victorian Railways. The first of these was G Buckley & Co who on 10 January 1887 were 
awarded a contract for the sum of £91,996 for the first section from Kilmore Junction (later 
named Heathcote Junction) on the North East main line to a new station at Kilmore (Kilmore 
Free Press 13 January 1887:2). This section, of 9.51 miles (15.3 kms), which included station 
sidings at Leslie and Bylands, was opened on 1 Oct 1888 by the Hon. Duncan Gillies, Premier 
and Minister of Railways.  

The separate Sandhurst to Heathcote section of line (27.9 miles, 44.9 kms) opened three days 
later followed by the Heathcote to Tooborac section (10.56 miles, 17 kms) on 3 Dec 1889, and 
the line was finally completed when the Kilmore to Tooborac section (20.11 miles, 32.36 kms) 
was opened on 22 Aug 1890. The line was a 60lb single gauge line which, when complete, had 
a total length of 68 miles for a total cost of £389,887. Where this cross country line connected 
with the Melbourne-Murray River (Echuca) railway line at Sandhurst, the rail distance to this 
junction point from Melbourne was 100 miles, 74 chains & 34 links (approximately 164.96km) 
via Heathcote Junction (Bendigo-Kilmore Rail Trail 2014).  

The last regular passenger service on the line ran on 20 June 1965, with the last regular good 
service on 6 Nov 1968, with the line closing that year. In April 1975 the Victorian Government 
passed the Heathcote Railway Removal Bill to dismantle the line and its associated infrastructure, 
with the Act stating that the line ‘no longer existed’. Although following the dismantling Victorian 
Railways did initially retain ownership of the land between Kilmore and Heathcote Junction, 
some portions have since been sold. But some sections of the original reserve continue to be 
managed by VicTrack on behalf of the Crown. 

Prior to being chosen as the site for the new branch from the main North East line, Heathcote 
Junction Station had originally been part of a crossing loop in the Great Dividing Range to 
connect the north-western line of Sandhurst with the north-eastern trunk line. But the station 
had remained open for only two months in this capacity before being closed in January of 
1886. In 1888 a signal box named Kilmore Junction was opened on the eastern side of the 
main line, but a station was not provided until March 1890 and this had only small passenger 
shelters and no goods facilities. The station was not renamed Heathcote Junction until 15 May 
1922 (Bendigo Advertiser 2 October 1888:3).  In 1961 the original signal box was demolished 
to provide room for the new Standard Gauge main line and a new structure was built in the ‘V’ 
formed by the main and branch line, but following closure of the branch line in 1968 this 
second signal box was demolished in 1970 (its foundations can still be seen today). The station 
remains open for passengers on the main line, and the pedestrian crossing between platforms 
at the southern end of the station was upgraded in 2006/07.  

A detailed description of the railway route can be found in the article ‘The Heathcote Railway’ 
(1887), Bendigo Advertiser, 30 June 1887:3. 
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Images 

 

Figure 1 – Extract from Bylands Parish Plan showing route of the Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section of the Wandong, 
Heathcote, Sandhurst Railway Line (black line), labelled as the ‘Wallan and Bendigo Railway’. This map marks Leslie 
Station as lying south of Arkells Road (marked by the blue circle), east of that roads western crossing of the line, although 
the station land parcel is not marked in the same way as for Bylands Station to the north west (Source: Public Record 
Office Victoria)  
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3 

 

Figure 2 – Extract of rail network map showing the extent of the Wandong, Heathcote, Sandhurst Railway Line in 

1890 – i.e. the Kilmore Junction (Heathcote Junction) to Kilmore section had been completed (Source: Andrew Waugh’s 
Victorian Railway Maps 1860 – 2000)  

 

Figure 3 – Grade information for the Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section of the Wandong, Heathcote, Sandhurst 
Railway Line (later Wallan to Bendigo Railway)(Source: www.victorianrailways.net/grades/heathcote/heathcote.html) 
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4 

 

Figure 4 – Cadastral plan of the area through which the Heathcote Junction to Kilmore section of the Wandong, 
Heathcote, Sandhurst Railway Line runs, showing the rail reserve for Bylands Station (northern blue circle), which agrees 
with the location shown in Figure 1, and what would seem to be that for Leslie Station (southern blue circle), although this 
lies to the north of Arkells Road and so does not agree with the Parish Plan (Source: www.land.vic.gov.au) 
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5 

 
Figure 5 – 1972 aerial photograph showing the location of Leslie Railway Siding according to the Bylands Parish Plan, lying south of 
Arkells Road circled in blue. The cadastral plan (figure 4) shows Leslie Siding to the north of Arkells Road, suggesting the Parish Plan is 
incorrect (Source: Land Victoria Aerial Photography Library) 
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6 

 

Figure 6 – Looking south along a portion of the rail corridor still managed by Victrack (immediately to the south of the 
line’s eastern confluence with Arkells Road (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   

 

Figure 7 – Gate across rail embankment marking the southern end of a portion still managed by Victrack (immediately to 
the south of the line’s eastern confluence with Arkells Road (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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7 

 

 

Figure 8 –Rail pin recorded on the ground surface in the section of the rail corridor shown in Figure 6 (pen for scale) 
(Source: Context Pty Ltd)   

 

Figure 9 – Looking south east at rail cutting immediately to the south of Arkells Road at its western crossing of the line 
(Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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8 

 

Figure 10 – Western concrete abutment of bridge built to carry Arkells Road over the railway line, taken from same 
location as Figure 9 (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Outbuilding and house site at 140 North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction 
 

Other/former names  ............................................................................................................................................ 
 

Current site description 
The site is contained within a residential property at a bend in North Mountain Road, as it ascends 
east towards Mt Disappointment and passes around a prominence (at 400m AHD) to the south west 
of the site. The current house dates to the 1960/70s and occupies the eastern corner of the property 
(east of the site), together with a large modern shed. The site comprises the upstanding remains of a 
square single-storey Terra Cotta Lumber Block structure, now overgrown with vegetation, located in 
the centre of a small paddock, together with the foundations of an earlier house which now lie 
among garden beds. North of the house site, a tree at the northern edge of the property is ringed 
with a heavy cable, and near the property’s access from Mountain Road is a tree stump into which a 
large eye bolt is fastened.     
Incidentally, according to the present owner, the wider property is acknowledged to contain the 
source of the Merri Creek which flows out of it to the south west.     

 
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) In the garden 50m to the north west of the house 
 

Street number 140 Street North Mountain Road 
 

Suburb Heathcote Junction State VIC Postcode 3758 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 326765 Northing 5861750 
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923 

 
7. Cadastral location 

 

County Dalhousie Parish  Bylands  Township Heathcote Junction 
 

Section - Allotment -    SPI 1\PS445575 
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 
Section of timber tramway embankment, Wandong (nominated for VHI)    

 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 

[See attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 

 
The site contains several disparate archaeological components, comprising the foundations of a 
house, a standing Terra Cotta Lumber structure of unclear function and two extant metal fixtures of 
similarly unclear origin.   
 
The origin of the house, the site of which occupies a low platform defined by a retaining wall, 
requires additional research. But it is clear from the presence of ridge and furrow earthworks that it 
formed part of an agricultural smallholding. An aerial photograph from 1950 shows that the house 
was standing at that time (Figure 1), but the current owners, who have been at the site for over 20 
years, do not recall a standing structure, and the site is now overgrown with exotic tree suckers of 
at least 10-15 years of age. It seems likely that the house was demolished at, or around, the time 
when the existing house on the site was constructed.    
 
The Terra Cotta Lumber building on the site is windowless and utilitarian in design and 
construction, with no evidence of fixtures, including of a door, or internal fittings. It seems likely 
that this structure is a domestic outbuilding, similar to another example at 19 Wandong Avenue 
that has housed an outside toilet and been used as a woodshed (Karen Christensen, Wandong 
History Group). But it is possible that the structure, and the two metal fixtures – the cable anchored 
around a tree and the nearby eye-bolt, are of an industrial function and associated with the 
development of Wandong as a regional timber and brick manufacturing centre in the late-19th 
century.  
 
It is known that cable ropes were employed as anchors and for winches along the line of Robert 
Affleck Robertson’s timber tramways (see history), and although the existence of a cable winch 
and associated “engine-house” has been confirmed at another site (the ‘Bump Incline’ site, as 
recorded in the C56 Amendment submission of the Wandong History Group), it is possible that 
similar methods were employed in other sections of the tramline which encountered steep 
gradients. Although the site is not situated adjacent to the known main tramway route to Comet 
Mill, it is well-documented that the tramway was extended in several stages and directions, in order 
to service the needs of Robertson’s three other mills at Mt Disappointment (Light Railway Research 
Society of Australia 1974:7-29). This possibility is strengthened by the fact that the site is located 
close to the confluence of a number of tramway sub-routes which fed into a single gauge line into 
Wandong (Light Railway Research Society of Australia 1974:7-29). 

 
 

14. Assessment of archaeological significance 
 
The site has the potential for subsurface deposits relating to the house which is known to have 
been present on the site until at least 1950. Depending on the construction of this building, 
evidence may include foundations, or be limited to related deposits of artefacts, either as a diffuse 
scatter or in the form of more substantial deposits such as discrete refuse pits or perhaps filled 
wells or cesspits. These deposits may provide insight in the day-to-day subsistence activities of 
the occupants, and perhaps their relative wealth, diet, health and occupations.  
 
Archaeological investigation, ideally supported by more detailed documentary research, may help 
to determiner the origin and purpose of the Terra Cotta Lumber structure and the two extant metal 
fixtures.  

 

15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The site is of some historical significance as the site of what was probably a relatively early 
residential property in the area.  
 
The site is potentially also of significance for an association with Robert Affleck Robertson’s 
timber tramways, if this link can be demonstrated.    
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Scientific significance 
 
The site may be of some association with Robert Affleck Robertson’s timber tramways. If 
this is the case, the evidence at the site will provide insight into the functioning of a system 
which was of great significance in the development of the region’s timber industry and the 
Comet Mill VHR listed site.   
 
In any event, the enigmatic features of the site will be evidence of a particular industrial or 
agricultural activity that remains to be identified.      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 
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16. Present use 
The site lies within the garden of a residential property, part of which is currently used as grazing for 
horses (Shetland ponies).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
The site lies within a residential property and is therefore not under immediate threat, although 
increasing development pressure on the town may mean that this changes in the not-to-distant future.  
The Terra Cotta Lumber structure is not subject to any maintenance regime and will inevitably 
deteriorate if this remains the case.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 

 

The property is accessed from North Mountain Road. The site lies immediately to the south of the 
entrance, in the bend of North Mountain Road. 
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21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency ................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Owner’s name Gilbert & Helen Berry 
 

Contact name  ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Occupier’s name ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Postal address (03) 5787 1265 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  17/07/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 
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1 

OUTBUILDING AND HOUSE SITE AT 140 NORTH 

MOUNTAIN ROAD, HEATHCOTE JUNCTION  

Place history 

The property at 140 North Mountain Road, Heathcote Junction, is situated on the south side 
of North Mountain Road at Crown allotment 164A in the Parish of Bylands (CA164A).  

The township once known as Morphett’s Siding was renamed Wandong in 1876, and had been 
an important part of the Victorian timber cutting and milling industry since the 1860s (Dore 
2012:5); but it was not until the arrival of Robert Affleck Robertson in 1880 that Wandong 
entered its most rapid growth period. Here Robertson established the Wandong Timber 
Company in partnership with his brother William and timber merchants Thomas Sim and 
Robert Hall, after purchasing several sawmills in the area (Dore 2012:11). 

Operations of the Wandong Timber Company quickly expanded, leading Robertson to seek 
permission from Kilmore Shire and the Department of Lands to install a tramway servicing his 
milling business, which was granted in 1884. The proposed tramway route would cut through 
forested terrain to transport timber from the company’s Comet Mill in the Plenty Ranges, to 
their Wandong rail yards and seasoning works located along Dry Creek, east of the township. 
Construction of the wooden rails began in 1884 and by 1885 the tramway spanned 11 miles 
(Victoria Parliament 1895:85). In 1895 Robertson described the tramway’s construction to the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways, stating that the rails measured 4 inches by 5 
inches and were wedged in, worked by horses and corduroyed (Victoria Parliament 1895:85). 
Furthermore, that he had begun extending it in 1886 and by that time extensions had totalled a 
further 9 miles (Victoria Parliament 1895:85).  

In his report to the Committee, Robertson also described the location of a cable rope of about 
half-a-mile long, approximately midway along the tram line between the seasoning works and 
Comet Mill to assist a 10 horse power engine in carrying traffic over a steep incline (Victoria 
Parliament 1895:86). This site, known as the “bump incline” was located at a steep section of 
the tramline before it followed the Dry Creek into Wandong (Pickett 2011:18). 

An account of a tour of the tramway and Comet Mill taken by a Kilmore local, also describes 
the location of “a wire rope utilised for the purposes of traffic” about 4-5 miles down the 
tramway line from the seasoning works at Wandong (Kilmore Free Press 14 April 1887:3). On 
this same tour, a building referred to as the “engine-house” was encountered at the same 
location as the cable, presumably containing equipment appropriate to the engine’s ongoing 
maintenance (Kilmore Free Press 14 April 1887:3) 

In 1889 Robertson also established the Victoria Terra Cotta Lumber Co Ltd at Epping Road, 
Wandong, with RB Harper as secretary, which stayed in business approximately ten years 
(Tucker 1988:138). This new enterprise mixed sawdust produced at Robertson’s mills with 
clay, to form what was marketed as a highly durable and fire resistant building product (Age 11 
December 1890:10). This locally manufactured block was widely used in the construction of a 
range of buildings in the area, including domestic and civic.  

References 

‘Advertising’ (1890), Age, 11 December 1890:10. 

‘A Trip to Derril’ (1887), Kilmore Free Press, 14 April 1887:3. 

Dore, L 2012, Wandong: Remnants of an Innovative Past, Wandong/Heathcote Junction 
Community Group Inc., Newspaper House, Kilmore. 

Light Railway Research Society of Australia 1974, Tall Timbers and Tramlines. 

Pickett, R 2011, Ghosts, Gold & A White Elephant, Wandong/Heathcote Junction Community 
Group Inc., Newspaper House, Kilmore. 
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‘The Timber Industry’ (1895), Argus, 16 February 1895:8. 

Tucker, M (1988), Kilmore: on the Sydney Road, Shire of Kilmore. 
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Images 

 

Figure 1 – Aerial photograph of 1950 showing the house standing at the site, and (faintly) the Terra Cotta Lumber 

structure to its south east (Source: Land Victoria Aerial Photography Library)   

 

Figure 2 – The site area, showing the Terra Cotta Lumber structure with the house site beyond and, to the structure’s left, 
a series of ‘ridge and furrow’ earthworks which are generally indicative of small-scale 19th century agriculture (Source: 
Context Pty Ltd)     
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Figure 3 – The Terra Cotta Lumber structure on the site, together with some of the metal fixtures found in the vicinity by 
the current owners (hanging against the wall to the left of the scale). Compare with Figure 9 (Source: Context Pty Ltd)  

 

Figure 4 – Low retaining wall and short staircase (to the left of the scale) forming part of the original house surrounds – 
likely the approach (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 
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Figure 5 – House site, now overgrown with exotic tree suckers (of at least 10-15 years of age) (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 

 

Figure 6 – Heavy cable anchored to a tree to the north of the house site (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 7 – Eye bolt fastened into a tree stump near the property’s access from Mountain Road (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   

 

Figure 8 – The full extent of Robert Affleck Robertson’s tramways through the Mt Disappointment forest. The red dot 
marks the approximate site location (Source: Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong History Group)  
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Figure 9 - Terra Cotta Lumber outbuilding at 19 Wandong Avenue, similar to that at the site (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Heather Farm site, Heathcote Junction 
 

Other/former names Dau or Dow Homestead 
 

Current site description 
The Heather Farm site lies at the northern edge of a large paddock to the west of the Hume Freeway, 
and immediately to the south of Arkells Lane. The site sits on a gentle east-facing slope overlooking a 
slight gully. The site comprises a slight mound which can be seen to consist of a grassed-over mass 
of brickwork. This is surrounded by a scatter of bricks, brick fragments and Terra Cotta Lumber blocks 
of various sizes. A mature ash tree and a hawthorn outlier are immediately to the north west of the 
mound, and a circular depression, which probably represents an infilled well, lies approximately 10m 
to the east. The site is separated from the nearby Arkells Lane by a length of hawthorn hedge, at the 
eastern end of which stands a mature (at least. 80/90 years old) Italian Cypress (Cupressus 
sempervirens). A sparse group of trees and several fallen examples sit around the top of the hill 200m 
to the south west of the site. Amongst these is a scatter of bricks and Terra Cotta Lumber blocks and a 
series of depressions which are suggestive of another, probably related, site.   

 
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) Immediately south of the current Arkells Lane, 300m to the west of the freeway.  
 

Street number 2977 Street Epping-Kilmore Road 
 

Suburb Heathcote Junction State VIC Postcode 3758 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 324485 Northing 5861400 
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923 

 
7. Cadastral location 

 

County Bourke Parish Bylands  Township Heathcote Junction 
 

Section - Allotment 79E   SPI 1\TP172609 
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 

[See attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 
The site represents that of Heather Farm, the residence of the Dau/Dow family from the mid-late 
1870s. The Wandong History Group hold a plan of the homestead in c.1900 drawn by family 
member John Morley (see Figure 2), and whilst this is likely to be subject to some inaccuracy it 
compares well with the photograph shown in Figure 1 and there are sufficient parallels to confirm 
that this is the site.  
 
No extant structures remain, and most of those shown on the c.1900 plan would be ephemeral and 
unlikely to leave a visible signature. But the mound of brickwork is likely to represent a collapsed 
chimney stack, and this would correspond with historic photograph (Figure 1) which shows the 
house as a weatherboard structure with brick chimney. In this photograph another chimney can be 
seen to the rear, and the c.1900 plan indicates that this would be of the kitchen to the rear. It is not 
clear whether the collapsed chimney is that of the house or of the kitchen, but roughly speaking 
the distance from the gully (as compared to the photograph), and the more substantial nature of 
the house would suggest that it is the former. The Terra Cotta Lumber blocks at the site were 
almost certainly manufactured at the Wandong works, although if the homestead does date to the 
late 1870s these would have to relate to later alterations as the works did not commence 
production until 1888.      
 
None of the fruit trees shown on the c.1900 plan survive, and the trees on the site today would 
have been immature at that time. The presence of a hawthorn outlier in the site appears to reflect 
the spread of this species across the area. The line of Arkells Lane has been altered to pass over 
the Hume Freeway (opened in 1976), and its new course seems to pass through the site - the 
hawthorn hedge that currently divides the paddock from the road would appear to have grown up 
since this change. Another group of hawthorn bushes, which is now on the north side of the 
current course of Arkells Lane, would appear to be that shown on the c.1900 plan, with the original 
course of the road to its north.  
 
A mature Italian Cypress at the end of the more recent hedge could be that shown in the c.1900 
plan, and its position relative to a circular depression (c.15m to its south west) compares well with 
the positions of the cypress and well as depicted. Their position relative to the brick mound is less 
convincing, but this could reflect an inaccuracy in the plan.  
 
The sparse group of trees at the top of the hill 200m to the south west is all that remains of a more 
dense arrangement shown on an aerial photograph of 1950 (Figure 3). This can be seen to 
surround a possible structure, likely of agricultural purpose and perhaps of later date, to which the 
surface scatter of bricks and Terra Cotta Lumber blocks visible on the ground today almost 
certainly relates.  

 
 

 
14. Assessment of archaeological significance 

The site is deemed to have potential for subsurface archaeological deposits.  
Given the construction of the buildings on the site – generally of weatherboard with brick 
chimneys, structural evidence is likely to be limited to the remains of the latter which can be seen 
on the surface, although some evidence of post holes or stumps may remain. The site will certainly 
contain the ‘halo’ of artefacts which generally accompany sites of long-term domestic or 
agricultural use, probably together with more substantial deposits in the form of discrete refuse 
pits, cesspits or, as appears likely at the site, infilled wells.  
These deposits will likely provide insight in the day-to-day activities of the occupants, and perhaps 
information concerning more nuanced aspects of their lives, such as their relative wealth, diet, 
health and occupations.  

 
 

15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The Heather Farm site is of historical significance as a good example of an early local homestead, 
and one that slightly predates the late 19th century expansion of Wandong and Heathcote Junction 
and the development of the Heathcote Junction (originally ‘Kilmore Junction’) to Kilmore (and then 
Bendigo) railway line (which runs around the north and then west of the site).  
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Scientific significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 
 
The Heather Farm site is of social significance for its association with German and English 
migrants and their integration into Australian society – perhaps most obviously through 
apparently Anglicising their German family name from Dau to Dow.  
 
The site will be of significance to descendants of or those with a direct association to the 
Dow family.
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16. Present use 
The site currently forms part of a large pastoral paddock that is used for grazing cattle.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
Agricultural works, such as the excavation of a dam or related channels, could damage the site. It 
would also be vulnerable to any works to the adjacent Arkells Lane, especially widening.  
With increasing development pressure on the town the potential for future subdivision and 
development increases.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
Wandong History Group – in particular Karen Christensen 
John Morley (Dow family member) 18 Staple Grove Blackburn 3130, Ph. (03) 9893 4521  
Mitchell Shire Council – Liam Wilkinson, Strategic Planner 

  
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 

With permission, the site can be accessed from Arkells Lane via a gate c. 40m to the north west of the 
site.  

Due caution should be taken as the paddock is used for grazing cattle. 
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21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency ................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Owner’s name Patrick Chong 
 

Contact name  ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Occupier’s name   Robert Austin (Manager)  
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone (03) 9434 2698 Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  21/08/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 

 

 

 

Office Use Only 
Report Numbers..............................................................  Associated Consent numbers ..........................................................................  
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1 

HEATHER FARM SITE, HEATHCOTE JUNCTION 

Place history 

The property at 2977 Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong, is the site of the Heather Farm, 
originally the Dow or ‘Dau’ family homestead. The site is made up of parts of several Crown 
allotments, including 5A and 6A-C of Section C, as well as 78A, C & D and 79E (no section) 
in the Parish of Bylands, County of Dalhousie.  

German migrant and stonemason Joachim Dau originally acquired 118 acres at the Heather 
Farm site in 1874 after marrying Martha Rye, daughter of English migrants, at Coburg in 1865 
(Mecklenburg to Melbourne). The exact date of their move to Kilmore Junction (now 
Heathcote Junction) is unclear, but is thought to have occurred some time between 1874 and 
1878. This is based on the birth of their ninth child at Wandong in December of 1878 where 
they went on to have a further eight children, bringing the size of their large family to 17. One 
of their sons, Private Francis George Dau, was killed in action during the Great War; his death 
notice provides an insight into the names of his siblings (The Leader 22 August 1914). 

After the death of Joachim in 1915, the homestead at Kilmore Junction passed directly to his 
widow Martha, who was his junior by 18 years (Argus 4 November 1915:1). A real estate article 
for the sale of “Dau’s Heather Farm” in 1921, describes the property as comprising 119 acres 
and a 4-bedroom weatherboard house (Argus 19 March 1921:3). Charles James Osborn and 
Robert Gibson Hudson purchased Heather Farm jointly in 1921, marking the departure from 
the Dau family’s ownership.  

References 

‘Classified Advertising’ (1921), Argus, 19 March 1921:3. 

‘Dau’ (1914), The Leader, 22 August 1914. 

Dore, L 2012, Wandong; Remnants of an Innovative Past, Wandong/Heathcote Junction 
Community Group, Newspaper House, Kilmore. 

‘Judicial and Law Notices’ (1915), Argus, 4 November 1915:1. 

Images 

 

Figure 1 – Historic photograph of Heather Farm dating to ????, looking west (Arkells Lane is at the right of picture). 
This compares well with the drawing shown in Figure 2 (Source: Wandong History Group) 
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Figure 2 - Plan of Heather Farm in c.1900 drawn by Dow family member John Morley (Source: Wandong History Group)  
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Figure 3 - Aerial photograph of 1950 showing the site (circled in red) to the south of Arkells Lane on its original course. 
The house appears to have disappeared by that time. Note a possible building shown in a large copse of trees a short 
distance (c. 200m) to the south west (Source: Land Victoria Aerial Photography Library) 

 

Figure 4 – Looking east across the site of the Heather Farm site. Note the hawthorn hedge along Arkells Lane at the left 
of picture, and the Italian Cypress tree at its end (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 5 – Looking north west across the Heather Farm site, showing the mound of the probable collapsed chimney stack 
and the scatter of bricks and Terra Cotta Lumber blocks. Note the hawthorn outlier and ash tree beyond and the 
hawthorn hedge to the right of picture (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   

 

Figure 6 – Close-up of Terra Cotta Lumber blocks at Heather Farm site (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 7 –Brick and Terra Cotta Lumber block fragments atop the hill 200m to the south west of the Heather Farm site 
(Source: Context Pty Ltd) 
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HEATHER FARM SITE, HEATHCOTE JUNCTION 

Place history 
The property at 2977 Epping-Kilmore Road, Wandong, is the site of the Heather Farm, 
originally the Dow or ‘Dau’ family homestead. The site is made up of parts of several Crown 
allotments, including 5A and 6A-C of Section C, as well as 78A, C & D and 79E (no section) 
in the Parish of Bylands, County of Dalhousie.  

German migrant and stonemason Joachim Dau originally acquired 118 acres at the Heather 
Farm site in 1874 after marrying Martha Rye, daughter of English migrants, at Coburg in 1865 
(Mecklenburg to Melbourne). The exact date of their move to Kilmore Junction (now 
Heathcote Junction) is unclear, but is thought to have occurred some time between 1874 and 
1878. This is based on the birth of their ninth child at Wandong in December of 1878 where 
they went on to have a further eight children, bringing the size of their large family to 17. One 
of their sons, Private Francis George Dau, was killed in action during the Great War; his death 
notice provides an insight into the names of his siblings (The Northcote Leader 22 August 1914). 

After the death of Joachim in 1915, the homestead at Kilmore Junction passed directly to his 
widow Martha, who was his junior by 18 years (Argus 4 November 1915:1). A real estate article 
for the sale of “Dau’s Heather Farm” in 1921, describes the property as comprising 119 acres 
and a 4-bedroom weatherboard house (Argus 19 March 1921:3). Charles James Osborn and 
Robert Gibson Hudson purchased Heather Farm jointly in 1921, marking the departure from 
the Dau family’s ownership.  

References 
‘Classified Advertising’ (1921), Argus, 19 March 1921:3. 

‘Dau’ (1914), The Northcote Leader, 22 August 1914. 

Dore, L 2012, Wandong; Remnants of an Innovative Past, Wandong/Heathcote Junction 
Community Group, Newspaper House, Kilmore. 

‘Judicial and Law Notices’ (1915), Argus, 4 November 1915:1. 

Images 

 
Figure 1 – Historic photograph of Heather Farm dating to ????, looking west (Arkells Lane is at the right of picture). 
This compares well with the drawing shown in Figure 2 (Source: Wandong History Group) 
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Figure 2 - Plan of Heather Farm in c.1900 drawn by Dow family member John Morley (Source: Wandong History Group)  
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Figure 3 - Aerial photograph of 1950 showing the site (circled in red) to the south of Arkells Lane on its original course. 
The house appears to have disappeared by that time. Note a possible building shown in a large copse of trees a short 
distance (c. 200m) to the south west (Source: Land Victoria Aerial Photography Library) 

 
Figure 4 – Looking east across the site of the Heather Farm site. Note the hawthorn hedge along Arkells Lane at the left 
of picture, and the Italian Cypress tree at its end (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 5 – Looking north west across the Heather Farm site, showing the mound of the probable collapsed chimney stack 
and the scatter of bricks and Terra Cotta Lumber blocks. Note the hawthorn outlier and ash tree beyond and the 
hawthorn hedge to the right of picture (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   

 
Figure 6 – Close-up of Terra Cotta Lumber blocks at Heather Farm site (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 7 –Brick and Terra Cotta Lumber block fragments atop the hill 200m to the south west of the Heather Farm site 
(Source: Context Pty Ltd) 
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Seasoning works site and Terra Cotta Lumber wall, Wandong 
 

Other/former names  ............................................................................................................................................ 
 

Current site description 
The site of the former seasoning works lies on the north eastern side of the town, between it and Dry 
Creek. The works was established in 1889, but since the liquidation of the Australian Seasoned Timber 
Company in 1903 the site has been cleared. The northern part of the works is now a nursery, whilst the 
southern land parcel is now an open public reserve, in the south of which is a recently developed multi-
purpose sporting facility around the Wandong Memorial Stadium. None of the structures survives 
above-ground, and the only visible remnants of the works are a few surface fragments of glass and 
terracotta brick near Dry Creek.  
To the north of the reserve, on the west bank of Dry Creek, stands a large section of Terra Cotta Lumber 
retaining wall. This comprises a main wall with a smaller section extending perpendicularly from its 
middle. The upper part of each exposed wall face is rendered whilst the remainder is bare brick.   

 
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) North of LB Davern Reserve and including the Wandong Memorial Stadium 
 

Street number -  Street Dry Creek Crescent 
 

Suburb Wandong State VIC Postcode 3758 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 325325 Northing 5863650 
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923 

 
7. Cadastral location 

 

County Dalhousie Parish  Bylands  Township Wandong 
 

Section - Allotment 1   SPI RES1\PS400510 184
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 
Section of timber tramway embankment, Wandong (nominated for VHI)    

 
 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 
[See attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 
The site covers the footprint of the Australian Seasoned Timber Company works that were in 
operation from 1889 at which point the works comprised a series of large industrial brick buildings, 
including workshops and drying kilns, with the former containing an engine and a furnace with a 
large chimney stack. A number of substantial wooden sheds, which would have included the 
steamhouse, and several smaller wood structures also occupied the site. The complex was served 
by a tramway which ran from sawmills in the Mt Disappointment Forests to the east, through the 
works and on to the railway yards from which the seasoned timber was transported to Melbourne.      

 
Plan 1 shows the footprint of the works in relation to current circumstances, together with the area 
nominated for inclusion on the VHI. It can be seen that the largest buildings were located in the 
north of the site in the area now occupied by a nursery.   

   
The works closed in 1903, since which date all of the above-ground structures have been removed. 
An aerial photograph of 1956 (Figure 5) shows that the more substantial brick and timber buildings 
were still standing at that time, but they have disappeared from images of 1972. 

 
To the north of the works site, a large wall is set into what is now the west bank of Dry Creek. 
Constructed from Terra Cotta Lumber blocks, almost certainly manufactured by the Wandong 
works on the other side of the railway, this remnant is clearly part of a larger structure, but the 
nature and purpose of that structure is not clear.  

 
The Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong History Group interpretation panel describes the wall as 
the west side of a dam, and cites anecdotal memory that ‘the structure crossed the existing 
location of the creek, with a similar structure on the other side and had an overflow spout in the 
centre of sheet metal’. The nature of the surviving structure does not strongly support this 
interpretation and examination of historic maps (for example that of 1892 – see Figure 1) shows 
that Dry Creek previously followed a different course away from the wall at that time (periodic 
changes of course are not unusual for a watercourse of its type).   
 
Another interpretation would be that the structure represents the remains of a large building or 
possibly a water tank, as suggested by the internal rendering. From the description provided in the 
West Australian of 3 February 1890 (see history), that ‘the kilns are constructed of Terra Cotta 
Lumber, and are plastered within’ it may be that this is the remnant of one such kiln (this is not 
shown on the available historic plan - see Plan 1, but could be later than the date shown).     

 

 
 

14. Assessment of archaeological significance 
 

The site is deemed to have high potential for the preservation of subsurface 
archaeological deposits.  
Foundation deposits relating to the brick structures could be expected to survive 
within their footprints, and this will almost certainly be the case for the chimney stack 
that contemporary examples suggest will have had foundations in excess of 2m in 
depth. Other structural remains might include underground flues in the kiln buildings 
whilst an article in the Broadford Courier of 27 January 1893 (see history) records that 
‘shafting and belting’, presumably in the workshops, were underground.  
Other deposits are likely to include refuse pits and ash dumps, as well as the 
characteristic ‘halo’ of artefacts that can be expected around industrial sites.   
Archaeologist Lynne Dore, a member of Wandong History Group, recalls reports of 
historic artefactual material having been exposed during the ground works for the 
construction of the Wandong Memorial Stadium at the southern end of the site.    
It is likely that sub-surface deposits survive around the Terra Cotta Lumber wall, and 
these may include both structural remnants and artefactual material which could help 
to confirm the nature and use of the structure.   
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15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The seasoning works of Australian Seasoned Timber Company played a significant 
role in the development of the township of Wandong at the turn of the 20th century, 
attracting and providing employment for a significant portion of its population. 
The activity represented by the site – namely the seasoning of timber, was a particular 
aspect of the major industry in the region.    
The site is significant for its association with entrepreneur Robert Affleck Robertson 
who played a major role in the development of the town and its industries. 
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Scientific significance 
The site is likely to contain deposits which provide insights into the 
construction and use of the facilities required for Robertson’s employment of 
the innovative ‘Rieser’ method for seasoning timber. This was among the 
earliest attempts to artificially season Australian timbers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 
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16. Present use 
The northern part of the site is now in use as a wholesale nursery, whilst the southern part is a 
public reserve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
The northern part of the site is in private ownership, and although its current use does not involve 
significant ground disturbance the increasing development pressure on the town means that its 
future development is a possibility.  
The southern part of the site is a public reserve and therefore less likely to be developed. However, 
the recent construction of the Wandong Memorial Stadium was not accompanied by archaeological 
investigation, and another similar development in the area cannot be ruled out.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
 
Wandong History Group – in particular Lynne Dore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 
 

The site can be accessed from the south, via the LB Davern Reserve, or via a public path from the north 
end of Wandong Avenue as well as Rail Street. 
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21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency Mitchell Shire Council 
 

Owner’s name Mitchell Shire Council (Lot 2 TP13390S), RD & MD Chisett (Lot 1 PS 
400510H), JM Skordiski (Lot 7 PS400510W)  

 
Contact name  Mitchell Shire Asset Management 

 
Postal address 113 High Street Broadford, Vic 3658 

 
Telephone (03) 5734 6200  Facsimile (03) 5734 6222 

 
Email  address  mitchell@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au  
Occupier’s name Hortwide Services  

 
Postal address Lot 7, Wandong Ave, Wandong, VIC, 3758 

 
Telephone (03) 5787 1390 Facsimile (03) 5787 1398 

 
Email address  hortwide@bigpond.com 

 
 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  17/07/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 
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FORMER SEASONING WORKS SITE AND TERRACOTTA 

LUMBER WALL, WANDONG 

Place history 

The township once known as Morphett’s Siding was renamed Wandong in 1876, and had been 
an important part of the Victorian timber cutting and milling industry since the 1860s (Dore 
2012:5); but it was not until the arrival of Robert Affleck Robertson in 1884 that Wandong 
entered its most rapid growth period. Here Robertson established the Wandong Timber 
Company in partnership with his brother William and timber merchants Thomas Sim and 
Robert Hall, after purchasing several sawmills in the area (Dore 2012:11). Wandong Timber 
Company operated without profit for a number of years and was finally wound up in 1889, 
leading Robertson to found a new company that was registered in 1892, called the Australian 
Seasoned Timber Company (The Broadford Courier 1 July 1892:1).  

Australian Seasoned Timber Company established a seasoning works, constructed just east of 
the Wandong township along Dry Creek to service timber transported from the four mills 
owned and run by the company at Mount Disappointment, called the Comet Mill, Planet Mill 
No. 1, Planet Mill No. 2 and the Bump Mill (Pickett 2011:18). The seasoning works was the 
Australian home of the innovative ‘Rieser’ method for seasoning timber, a process that 
reduced the time taken to dry and season timber used mainly for furniture and house building. 
Rieser, the original patent holder, had supervised construction of the seasoning works and 
licensed Robertson to employ the method, which improved productivity by heating and 
steaming the wagons of timber in sealed chambers (West Australian 3 February 1890:2). The 
patent itself lay in the kiln and Robertson’s use of the Rieser method at Wandong was among 
the earliest attempts to artificially season Australian timbers (Pickett 2011:27). 

An article, Seasoning Timber Artificially: The Rieser Process, in the West Australian of 3 February 
1890 describes the seasoning process:  

The seasoning is effected in reality by two processes, the timber being first steamed and then kiln dried. The 
patent lies in the kiln, for the process of steaming, either to make wood more pliable or to free it from sap, is 
almost as old as the hills. After being placed in frames, each board standing on its edge, the timber is run 
into the steamhouse, where it is subjected to the direct action of steam for a length of time which varies from 
four or five to twenty-four hours, according to the character of the wood. It is then placed in the patent kiln, 
which is artificially heated np to nearly 200 deg. and at the end of several days the wood comes out quite a 
different substance. Mr. Robertson has at present one steam house and a couple of kilns in operation. The 
steamhouse is constructed of wood, and is quite steam-tight. The walls are double, and the space between is 
filled with coal ash. The floor of the steam-house has a depression towards the centre, and groves [sic.] or 
channels carry the mixture of condensed water and exuded sap into a cistern below… The kilns are 
constructed of terracotta lumber, and are plastered within. The heat is obtained from steam pipes, and the 
arrangement of heat regulators or dampers is very ingenious. The capacity of the two kilns is about 20,000 
superficial feet a week. That the process effectively seasons the wood may be accepted as demonstrated beyond 
doubt. 

Pickett (2011:26) states that the Wandong seasoning works were completed by April of 1893, 
where the steam house and kilns had been operational since the previous year (Dore pers. 
comm. 2015). The Wandong History Group report that Robertson had a variety of industrial 
facilities at the site from 1890, so the works completed in 1893 (see below) were expansion 
measures undertaken at the plant. 

An 1893 newspaper article describes the Wandong seasoning works in detail: 

The Australian Wood Seasoning works which, under the superintendence of Mr Rieser, are in course of 
erection at Wandong, are of a very extensive nature. The main walls are all of brick whilst the rafters and 
other timber work is of hard wood all of which has come from Mr Robertson’s Mill in the Plenty Ranges. 
The machinery is of the latest and most improved styles and is fitted so that all the shafting and belting are 
underground, greatly lessening the liability of accidents, which are of too frequent occurrence in large 
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establishments of this kind. The building plant, it is hoped, will be ready for work by Easter and when in 
full swing from 70 to 80 hands will be employed. On this venture depends the rise or fall of Wandong so 
that residents of this locality, one and all, are particularly anxious the affair should prove successful. (The 
Broadford Courier 27 January 1893:1 

This description makes clear that at least part of the seasoning works’ mechanical components 
were located underground in order to minimise risk to employees. The extent of the seasoning 
works at Lot 2, Section 38 is also evident in Municipal rate book valuations, which in 1893 had 
a total value of £800 (RB1893/767-7). The annual report of 1898 stated production was 
4,309,732 super feet and in 1899 4,551,332 super feet. In 1900 the company had sales of 
£18,432 and produced 4.5 million feet of timber.  

Fluctuating timber prices in domestic and overseas markets, together with an economic 
depression and access issues to areas of the Plenty Ranges forest meant that the business 
continued to struggle. In 1900 the Comet Mill was destroyed by fire and employees were 
temporarily relocated to the Planet Mill while reconstruction took place, but the company 
never recovered (Argus 26 November 1900:6). Robertson abandoned the Plenty Ranges site 
entirely in 1902 and sold the reconstructed Comet Mill to a plant in Western Australia (Kilmore 
Advertiser 30 September 1902). Australian Seasoned Timber Company went into liquidation in 
April of 1903 and most of its assets were sold off. The Works’ consistently high production 
rate indicates a very high level of activity at the site up until its closure in the early-twentieth 
Century. 
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Images 

 

Figure 1 – Extract from an auction notice plan of 1892 showing the site of the Australian Seasoned Timber Company’s 
seasoning works which opened the following year. This plan also shows the line of the horse drawn tramway on which 
timber was delivered to the works from sawmills in the Mt Disappointment forests and then delivered to the Wandong 
railway yards for despatch to Melbourne (Source: Wandong History Group) 

  

Figure 2 – Photograph of the Australian Seasoned Timber Company works in Wandong in 1893 looking north east from 
the town towards Dry Creek and the hills beyond (Source: Wandong History Group) 
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Figure 3 – Interpretation panel installed on the site of the seasoning works by Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong 
History Group (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 

 

Figure 4 – Aerial photograph of 1956 showing that survival of the more substantial seasoning works buildings at that 

time (centre of picture) (Source: Land Victoria Aerial Photography Library) 
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Figure 5 – Looking south east across the site of the former seasoning works from the north west corner of the park. The 
recently completed Wandong Memorial Stadium can be seen in the distance at the right of picture (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 

 

Figure 6 – Fragments of brick surfaces and a small channel in the park to the east of the Wandong Memorial Stadium 

(Source: Context Pty Ltd)  
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Figure 7 – Brick rubble on the west bank of Dry Creek to the east of the Wandong Memorial Stadium (Source: Context Pty 
Ltd) 

 

Figure 8 – The nursery which now occupies the northern part of the seasoning works site, looking south east from the bank 
of Dry Creek towards the Wandong Memorial Stadium (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 9 – Terra Cotta Lumber wall overlooking Dry Creek. This has been interpreted as part of a dam or bridge over 
the watercourse, but its structure does not support this and the course of Dry Creek has changed since the late 19 th century 
(Source: Context Pty Ltd) 

 

Figure 10 – Interpretation panel installed by Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong History Group above the Terra Cotta 
Lumber wall, looking north across the current course of Dry Creek (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Figure 11 - Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong History Group interpretation panel positioned above the Terra Cotta 
Lumber wall and overlooking Dry Creek (Source: Context Pty Ltd)   
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Sections of timber tramway embankment, Wandong 
 

Other/former names  ............................................................................................................................................ 
 

Current site description 
Two extant sections of embankment representing the tramway built by Robert Affleck Robertson to 
transport timber from his sawmills in the Mt Disappointment Forest to the seasoning works, railway 
yards and Terra Cotta Lumber works in the town. The extant sections are representative of the course 
of the tramway as a whole.  
The northern section runs along the north east side of the Wandong Town Trail (otherwise known as 
the ‘Say G’Day Trail’) to the east of the LB Davern Reserve and takes the form of a terrace cut into the 
prevailing up-slope.   
The southern section becomes apparent from the point at which Dry Creek Crescent turns to the east 
immediately to the south east of the LB Davern Reserve. It has a corresponding shallow ditch which is 
evidently the source of the embankment material, and is visible for approximately 100m, most of which 
is overgrown with vegetation, before disappearing as the route of the tramway passes away to the south 
east.     

 
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) On the north east side of Dry Creek Crescent, opposite number 37 
 

Street number -   Street Dry Creek Crescent 
 

Suburb Wandong State VIC Postcode 3758 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 325660 Northing 5863265 
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923  

 
7. Cadastral location 

County Dalhousie Parish  Bylands  Township Wandong 
 

Section - Allotment -   SPI - 1\TP232632
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 
Seasoning Works site and terracotta lumber retaining wall, Wandong (VHI Ref. tbc) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 

[see attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 
The tramway was constructed as part of the network built by Robert Affleck Robertson’s 
Wandong Timber Company in 1884-5 to transport harvested timber between its mills in the Mt 
Disappointment Forest and the growing township of Wandong. From 1893 this included 
transporting timber to the Australian Seasoned Timber Company works.    
The southern extant section is part of the line that ran through the Seasoning Works (as shown 
on Figure 2). The northern section forms a branch from this line which ran north west on the 
other side of Dry Creek, bypassing the Seasoning Works, before circling back to the Wandong 
rail yards.    
These two sections represent the last visible vestiges of the tramway embankment within the 
Wandong township. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

14. Assessment of archaeological significance 
 
It is likely that archaeological evidence of the tramway will be present throughout its course, in the 
form of sections of embankment, pieces of related equipment and rail fixtures, and perhaps even 
rails themselves where these have not been salvaged. But the relatively insubstantial nature of 
such systems makes them vulnerable to erosion, especially with competing land use, and this 
evidence is thus likely to be sparse.  
 
The extant sections of embankment preserve an approximation of its original form, and would thus 
enable investigation of the embankment’s construction as well as that of the former tramway 
network. Possible variations between the two sections – including that one is cut into the slope 
whilst the other is built up, may also shed light on this process.  
 
It is possible that the fill (or cutting) employed to form the embankment preserves contemporary 
artefactual material, lost or discarded during the tramway’s construction or operation, which may 
give an insight into the daily lives of those who built and used it. 

 
 
 
 

15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The surviving section of tramway embankment is significant as a visible reminder of the timber 
industry that played such an important role in the development of the town and the region.  
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Scientific significance 
The surviving section of embankment represents the transport technology available to the 
19th century timber industry, and provides some insight into the manner of tramway 
construction.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 

203



 
 

 

16. Present use 
The northern section of tramway embankment lies within a Council reserve, whilst the southern 
section is in a road reserve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
The northern extant section of tramway embankment is preserved within a Council reserve and is 
only likely to be threatened if significant works are undertaken to the walking track.    
The southern section is potentially vulnerable to road widening that may accompany greater 
development in this section of the town.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
 
Wandong History Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 

The northern section of tramway embankment runs alongside the Wandong Town Trail (otherwise 
known as the ‘Say G’Day Trail’) to the east of the LB Davern Reserve. 

The southern section runs along the north side of Dry Creek Crescent and within the road reserve.  
In February of 2016, additional field survey of the Harper/Robertson Tramway Line, Wandong, was 
conducted by L Dore and K Christensen of the Wandong History Group. The table below details their 
findings and the corresponding coordinates, which are shown as ‘Revised indicative locations of 
areas recommended for VHI’ in attached mapping.  

 

Point Northing Easting Visibility/Preservation Comments 

1 37 21.458 145 1.818  Fence boundary of M. Scanlon property 
start point – tramway line on east side of 
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boundary fence.  extends further north 
however no examination made. Both 
east and west embankments visible 

2 37 21.477 145 1.842 Good V and P Corner post as bearing point – tramway 
extends north and flattens out to south.  
Cutting located between two large 
eucalypts – line approx.. 25m Long. 

3 37 21.477 145 1.842  Corner Post on boundary fence  

4 37 21.485 145 1.860 Poor Flat and collapsed. No definition but 
slightly raised embankment 

5 37 21.507 145 1.866 Poor V and D Gate and boundary fence terraced line 
exiting to SGT 

6 37 21.523 145 1.878 Good V and D Approx. 39m in length, terraced 
embankment and bed 

7 37 21.526 145 1.884 Low D and V East side only 21 m length finishing 37 
21.536 and 145 1.896 

8 37 21.593 145 1.956 Excellent D and V Few saplings in bed. Terminates at 37 
21.599 and 145 1.956 near creek 
crossing 37 21.607 and 146 1956 - ? any 
bridging work 

9 37 21.646 145 1.974  Poor V and D Flattened, circular metal object and 
fragment of TCL 

10 37 21.735 145 2.016 No evidence Gate/fence post on North side DCR and 
high grass 

11 37 21.753 145 2.094 Low V and D Recommencement of line north side of 
DCR, extends approx.. 22m 

12 37 21.758 145 2.112 Low V and D Extends more than 10m. Power Tel post 
at 37 21.758 and 145 2.112 

13 37 21.760 145 2.124 Low D Flattens out with definition on south 
side, saplings 

14 37 21.762 145 2.136 Metal object ? face plate of stove/boiler – measures 
46cm L x 26cm depth rear has a locating 
bolt. Rusted car body adjacent on north. 

15 37 21.759 145 2.72 Good V and P Deep cutting with car body nearby. 

16 37 21.764 145 2.72 Good V and P Section of line interspersed with saplings 
and grasses but good definition  

17 37 21.762 145 2.78  Creek adjacent to line creating northern 
boundary  

18 37 31.773 145 2.62 Low V and D Embankment appears to curve to south 
near creek edge ? point where line 
crosses DCR? 

19 37 21.766 145 2.90 Low V and D Flattens out track becomes like a 
pathway. Large Burnt out tree, sparse 
vegetation 

20 37 21.779 145 2.208  Brick fragments x 2, no frog mark on 
south side road verge DCR 

21 37 21.772 145 2.214 Moderate D South embankment – extends for a 
distance 

22 37 21.775 145 2.220  Terminates ? Crosses DCR 

23 37 21.787  145 2.268 Good V Low D ? Crosses DCR elevated embankments 
and floor bed, saplings all way along.  
Line is 4m south of roadside, 2m north 
of old wire fence line. Large Tree in 
middle of floor. 

24 37 21.788 145 2.316  Large Tree 

25 37 21.790 145 2.322 Low V Flattens out 

26 37 21.790 145 2.322  Ceramic and glass scatter, blue flo 
ceramics, thick pottery frags, light and 
dark green glass frags, cobalt blue glass 
frag, cup handle, white ceramics – 205



downslope eroded area of grey silty soil 
(movement through water action)  
surface scatter over approx.. 16metres 
of roadside embankment. 

27 37 21.790 145 2.322  Aboriginal artefact scattered – quartzite 
flaked material, reddish silcrete flake, 
grey silcrete flaked material; eroded 
channel containing Aboriginal artefacts  

28 37 21.790 145 2.322  Grey/black edge worked flake approx.. 2 
cms (area littered with quartz fragments, 
grey silty soils, ceramic fragments, red 
quartzite core material of varying sizes). 
In location where a Terra Cotta Lumber 
house is said to have been demolished.  
This would equate with scatters of 
ceramic and glass and TCL fragments. 

29 37 21.790 145 2.322  Track entrance to above area containing 
ceramic and aboriginal flaked material. 

30 37 21.792 145 2.352  Quartzite flaked material and Rose pink 
ceramic frag. 

31 37. 21805 145 2.370 Low V and D Lots of saplings – possible to still see 
embankment but a low profile 

32 37 21.806 145 2.370 Good V and D Deeper base and higher embankment 
for approx.. 6 metres. 

33 37 21.810 145 2.376 Low V Different vegetation to surrounding 
bush.  Green domestic type grassed 
area. Track barely visible. 

34 37 21.818 145 2.418  Artefact scatter – terminates at 37 
21809 and 145 2.400 

35 37 21.839 145 2.454 Low V Embankment lowers and flattens on 
south side, still Visible on north side.  
Fragments of ceramics, ? willow pattern, 
cream plate frags, red extruded red brick 
frag. 

36 37 21.833 145 2.454  Quartz fragment scatter, heavy broken 
clear and brown glass bottle bases. 

37 37 21.836 145 2.448 Low V Tramway terminates at gas pipeline on 
West – horseshoe in easement 

38 37 21.920 145 2.568 Low V and D Tramway line re-emerges 

38 3721.783 145 2.268 Reasonable V and D Elevated tramway embankment 

39 37 21.792 145 2.346  Glass bottle head frag buried in graded 
roadside deposits 

40 37 21.786 145 2.298  ¼ red brick fragment in roadside 
deposits 

41 37 21.598 145 1.512  ½ Terra cotta lumber brick frag. 

42 37 21.649 145 1.836 Good V and D Section of Robertson tramway in Dry 
Creek Cres. 

43 37 21.623 145 1.758 Good V and D Section of Robertson tramway Dry Creek 
Cres. Reduces to a swale like feature at 
north end.  Bed contains blackwood 
trees and overgrowth. 

 
 

206



21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency Mitchell Shire Council  
 

Owner’s name Mitchell Shire Council 
 

Contact name  Mitchell Shire Asset Management 
 

Postal address 113 High Street Broadford, Vic 3658 
 

Telephone (03) 5734 6200  Facsimile (03) 5734 6222 
 

Email  address  mitchell@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au 
 

Occupier’s name  ................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  17/07/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 
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1 

SECTION OF TIMBER TRAMWAY EMBANKMENT, 

WANDONG 

Place history 

The township once known as Morphett’s Siding was renamed Wandong in 1876, and had been 
an important part of the Victorian timber cutting and milling industry since the 1860s (Dore 
2012:5); but it was not until the arrival of Robert Affleck Robertson in 1884 that Wandong 
entered its most rapid growth period. Here Robertson established the Wandong Timber 
Company in partnership with his brother William and timber merchants Thomas Sim and 
Robert Hall, after purchasing several sawmills in the area (Dore 2012:11) 

Operations of the Wandong Timber Company quickly expanded, leading Robertson to seek 
permission from Kilmore Shire and the Department of Lands to install a tramway line 
servicing his milling business, which was granted in 1884 (Light Railway Research Society of 
Australia 1974:7-29). The proposed tramway route would cut through forested terrain to 
transport timber from the company’s Comet Mill in the Plenty Ranges, to their Wandong rail 
yards and seasoning works located along Dry Creek, east of the township. Construction of the 
wooden rail began in 1884 and by 1885 it spanned 11 miles (Victoria Parliament 1895:85). In 
1895 Robertson described the tramway’s construction to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Railways, stating that the rails measured 4 inches by 5 inches and were wedged 
in, worked by horses and corduroyed. Furthermore, that he had begun extending it in 1886 and 
by that time extensions had totalled a further 9 miles (Victoria Parliament 1895:85).  

As the Wandong History Group describes: 

From Comet Mill the line crossed Harrys Nose Spur, followed Westcott Creek to Comet Mill 2 then down 
Sunday Creek to Drag Hill Creek onto the Bump Incline then followed Dry Creek to Wandong. It entered 
the seasoning works, turned near Robertson’s store and proceeded along the Eastern side of the rail line(Rail 
St), entered a culvert under the rail line and terminated at the Terra Cotta Lumber works so that sawdust 
could be taken there to fire the kilns and used in the brick making process. 

Activity along the tramway was very high, averaging transport of 40 tons of timber to and from 
the Seasoning Works daily (Victoria Parliament 1895:85). The tramway network was extended 
in several stages and directions between 1884 and 1895, totalling a further 9 miles of track in a 
comprehensive link between the company’s Comet, Bump, Planet No. 1 and Planet No. 2 mills 
at Mt Disappointment and its seasoning works at Wandong, located close to the railway. The 
constant improvements made to the company’s tramlines and manufacturing facilities is 
indicative of their desire to build up a large export trade (The Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek 
Times 1 February 1895:2). Along with the necessary cutting, works to establish the tram routes 
also included the construction of several bridges to accommodate the hilly terrain and allow 
horses to be used at difficult sections along the track. 

References 

Dore, L 2012, Wandong: Remnants of an Innovative Past, Wandong/Heathcote Junction 
Community Group Inc., Newspaper House, Kilmore. 

Light Railway Research Society of Australia (1974), Tall Timbers and Tramlines. 

Victoria Parliament (1895), Report from the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Railways on the 
question of narrow-gauge railways: together with the minutes of evidence and appendices. 

‘Wandong’ (1895), The Broadford Courier and Reedy Creek Times, 1 February 1895:2. 
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Images 

 

Figure 1 - The full extent of Robert Affleck Robertson’s timber tramways through the Mt Disappointment forest (Source: 
Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong History Group)  

 

Figure 2 - Extract from an auction notice plan of 1892 showing the route (heavy black line) of the timber tramway 
entering Wandong from the sawmills in the Mt Disappointment forest to the east (right of picture), passing through the 
seasoning works and on to the Wandong rail yards and the terracotta lumber works. The approximate location of the 
extant section is shown by the red dot (Source: Wandong History Group)    
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Figure 3 - Interpretation panel installed next to the extant section of tramway embankment on Dry Creek Road by 
Mitchell Shire Council and Wandong History Group (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 

 

Figure 4 - Looking south east along Dry Creek Crescent, showing the southern extant section of tramway embankment 
(marked by the fence line) running parallel to the road embankment (Source: Context Pty Ltd)    
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Figure 5 – The southern extant section of tramway embankment, now overgrown with young trees (Source: Context Pty 
Ltd)    

 

Figure 6 – The northern extant section of tramway embankment, looking north west from the Wandong Town Trail 
(Source: Context Pty Ltd)  
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Coffee Palace Site, Wandong 
 

Other/former names  ............................................................................................................................................ 
 

Current site description 
The site covers what is now the garden of the house at number 13 Rail Street, Wandong, the 
remaining part of the Coffee Palace that is recorded as comprising 14 rooms in 1895. The garden 
comprises an area of lawn, punctuated by relatively young fruit trees and garden beds. The area is 
lined with trees and a large modern shed sits against the rear boundary, adjacent to a gate onto 
Wandong Avenue. The current owner of the property has collected a large quantity of artefacts, 
including ceramic and glass fragments and other items indicative of domestic, and likely commercial, 
activity at the site from the end of the 19th century. Artefacts, including construction materials and rail 
fixtures, have also been collected in the reserve along Wandong Avenue and ceramic fragments can 
be seen eroding from the verge at the roadside. The owner recalls that a well is present in the garden 
– that was apparently filled with domestic refuse including horse harnesses, but they cannot recall its 
location, and it is no longer apparent.          
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) ................................................................................................................................ 
 

Street number 13 Street Rail Street 
 

Suburb Wandong State VIC Postcode 3758 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 325190 Northing 5863615 
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923 

 
7. Cadastral location 

 

County Dalhousie Parish  Bylands    Township Wandong 
 

Section .C Allotment One    SPI 2\TP623514 213
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 

None 
 
 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 

[see attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 

 
The site comprises an expansive deposit of late nineteenth and early 20th century artefacts relating 
to the operation of the Coffee Palace and the later bakery, and also related domestic activities.    
It is reputed to contain a well which has been filled with similar material, and it may also contain sub-
surface deposits relating to the previous structures which existed on the site, as suggested by the 
presence of construction materials in the wider artefact scatter. 
The presence of rail fixtures in the scatter may reflect a simple accumulation of material relating to 
the nearby rail line, or it could represent the deliberate storage or disposal of such material in the 
vicinity.     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

14. Assessment of archaeological significance 
 
The archaeological material site has the potential to yield information concerning the daily lives of 
Wandong’s early inhabitants. This will specifically relate to their occupation, diet, sanitation and 
rubbish disposal, but also to the level of consumerism and what this might say about the status of the 
individuals concerned, and can be compared with other contemporary sites to provide a relative 
impression of the settlements success.  
The site may yield information about the previous structures that are known to have occupied the site.  

 

15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The Coffee Palace site, and the adjacent house at 13 Rail Street, represent the remains of an important 
Wandong institution, the presence of which reflected the success of the township that grew up at the 
end of the 19th century.    
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Scientific significance 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 
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16. Present use 
Most of the site comprises a domestic garden. The remainder lies within a public road reserve.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
Most of the site lies within a residential property and is therefore not under immediate threat, although 
increasing development pressure on the town may mean that this changes in the not-to-distant future.  
The portion of the site that extends into the road reserve appears to be slowly eroding, and this will be 
accentuated by any road of utility works that may extend through the area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
 
Wandong History Group – in particular Karen Christensen and Lynne Dore 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 
 
The site lies at 13 Rail Street, between that thoroughfare and Wandong Avenue, from which it can be 
accessed. It is located immediately to the north of Wandong Public Hall.  
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21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency ................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Owner’s name ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Contact name  ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Occupier’s name Heather Flannery 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone (0404) 138 904 Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  21/08/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 
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COFFEE PALACE SITE, 13-17 RAIL STREET, WANDONG  

Place history 

The property at 13-17 Rail Street, Wandong, is located north of Wandong Public Hall and is 
the site of the former Coffee Palace. The site comprises part of Crown allotment 1, Section C 
in the Parish of Bylands, County of Dalhousie (CA1/C). CA1/C was originally acquired by 
farmer Patrick Morphett in 1871, the same individual who the township was named after, 
before being changed to Wandong in 1876 (Dore 2012:5).  

The Coffee Palace is shown at Lot 7 on an auction notice plan of 1892, at which time it was 
owned by Robert Affleck Robertson of the Australian Seasoned Company Co. Title certificates 
demonstrate that Robertson purchased the site from Patrick Morphett in 1889 after Morphett 
had filed for bankruptcy and sold off his assets (Tucker 1988:124). The 1895 rate book 
valuation lists the Coffee Palace as a 14-roomed establishment managed by one George Giles, 
with a rateable value of £9 (RB1895:707). At this time it was used as boarding by employees of 
the Seasoning Works as well as hosting influential politicians and community members, many 
of whom visited to inspect the area’s developing industries (Broadford Courier & Reedy Creek 
Times 2 March 1894:3). 

The site was purchased by Melbourne warehouseman David Beath in 1902 with Giles 
continuing as manager, before the lease was taken over by Margaret Sims in 1904 (Title 
Certificate). Baker Alexander Simpson acquired the Coffee Palace in 1913 and undertook 
major works to relocate several parts of the original 14-roomed building. This was divided into 
three sections; two of which were moved to other Wandong lots as houses while the third – 
with original oven still intact – remained at the site to be utilised for Simpson’s bakery 
business. David Campbell, also a baker, purchased CA1/C in 1933 and continued the business 
until finally closing in 1944.  

The original oven used by Alexander Simpson was in the Coffee Palace until it was dismantled 
in 1971 by a school working bee. Bricks from the oven were relocated and used in the retaining 
wall near the canteen at Wandong Primary school. In addition to the main building, other 
structures are purported to have existed at the site including a well at the rear for water access. 

References 

‘A Parliamentary Trip to the Comet’ (1894), Broadford Courier & Reedy Creek Times, 2 March 
1894:3. 

Dore, L 2012, Wandong: Remnants of an Innovative Past, Wandong/Heathcote Junction 
Community Group Inc., Newspaper House, Kilmore. 

Municipal rate books. 

Tucker, M (1988), Kilmore: on the Sydney Road, Shire of Kilmore. 

‘Wandong Precinct’ 2006, in Mitchell Shire Stage 2 Heritage Study, vol. 5 of 5. 
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Images  

 

Figure 1 – Extract from an auction notice plan of 1892 showing the Coffee Palace and adjacent properties, including the 
site for the Australian Seasoned Company Company’s seasoning works which in the next years would become one of the 
major employers in the town (Source: Wandong History Group)  

 

Figure 2 – Photograph of 1914 looking east across the railway to Alexander Simpson’s bakery (structure on the right), 
the remaining part of what had been the Coffee Palace following the 1913 relocation of much of the original 14-roomed 
building (Source: Wandong History Group) 

 

Figure 3 – The Coffee Palace in its heyday, c.1900. Only the portion on the left of picture remains (Source: Current owner 
Heather Flannery) 

220



 

Figure 4 – The garden at 13 Rail Street, looking north west towards the remaining part of the Coffee Palace across the 
area in which the owner believes the infilled well is located (Source: Context Pty Ltd)  

 

Figure 5 –Artefacts eroding from the west side of the Wandong Avenue road reserve adjacent to the site (Source: Context 
Pty Ltd) 
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Figure 6 – Artefacts piled on the north side of Wandong Avenue. According to Karen Christensen of Wandong History 
Group these have been collected from across the road reserve (Source: Context Pty Ltd) 

 

Figure 7 - Artefacts collected by the current owner from across the 13 Rail Street property (Source: Karen Christensen of 
Wandong History Group) 

 

Figure 8 - Artefacts collected by the current owner from across the 13 Rail Street property (Source: Karen Christensen of 
Wandong History Group) 
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Heritage Inventory No:□ □□□□-□□□□ 
Heritage Inventory Site Card 

 

Site Card must be completed in conjunction with the Guidelines for Conducting Historical Archaeological Surveys at 
www.heritage.vic.gov.au. 

 
 

1. Place 
 

Name Sites of houses shown on 1892 auction notice plan, Wandong 
 

Other/former names  ............................................................................................................................................ 
 

Current site description 
The site area comprises a large grassed paddock on an east-facing slope which overlooks the Epping-
Kilmore Road. An unnamed stream (a tributary of Dry Creek) runs along the foot of this slope, between 
the site and the road reserve. An informal vehicle track runs across the property.  
 
The site is ringed with trees, with a wide band of trees at the top of the slope separating it from the 
Hume Freeway to the west. The residential property to the north contains several modern buildings, but 
there are no extant structures within the site. 

 
 

 

2. Current statutory listing 3. Suggested protection 
 

Victorian Heritage Register Number  ........................     Victorian Heritage Register 
 

Heritage Overlay Number ........................ Heritage Overlay, Local Planning 
Scheme 

 
4. Archaeological description 

 

Surface cultural material Sub-surface cultural deposits Archaeological potential 
Features 
Artefacts / Artefact 
scatter 

Disturbance 

 
5. Archaeological significance 

 

High Medium Low None Unknown 
 

 

6. Location 
 

Site location (where known) Overlooking the Epping Kilmore Road, on the slope to its west 
 

Street number 780 Street Wandong Road 
 

Suburb Wandong. State VIC Postcode 3758. 
 

Local Government Area Mitchell Shire 

Full AMG co-ordinates (must be AGD 66) Easting 324950 Northing 5863785 
Mapsheet name and number (1:100,000 only) Yea 7923 

 
7. Cadastral location 

 

County Dalhousie Parish Bylands   Township Wandong 
 

Section E Allotment 9   SPI. 1\TP906825 
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8. Indigenous values 
Site has known Indigenous values Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register Number ........................... 

 
 

 

9. Associated sites (Inventory, VHR, HO or other) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

10. Keywords 

early 19th century 
mid 19th century 

late 19th century 

early 20th century 

mid 20th century 
mid-late 20th century 

 
 

urban outside 

urban 

 
 

pastoral 

agricultural 

timber 

mining 

transport 

communication 

recreation 

 
 

domestic 

industrial 

commercial 

religious 

maritime infrastructure 

civic 

military 

 
 

11. Plan of site Please attach separate plan. All features on the plan must be labelled and scale 
noted (eg 1:100,000). 

 
 

 

12. Place history (attach sheet if necessary) 
 
[see attached sheet] 
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13. Interpretation of site (Include phases in the development of the site, functions and activities 
represented) 
The site is that of several houses shown on an auction notice plan of 1892, one of 
which is also shown in a historic photograph of c.1898.  
When compared to more detailed historic plans, and with reference to the situation 
depicted on the 1892 plan to the east side of the railway, the western side of this plan 
seems very ‘indicative’ and is probably not to scale (the scale of the plan will also be 
affected by the tear/fold in the available copy).  
From the photograph and the available history of the site it seems likely that it did 
contain at least one house which has since been removed. But examination of the 
rate books in the early 1890s for Wandong indicates that the existing Terra Cotta 
Lumber houses (‘Windamingle’ to the north, and four on the east side of the road) 
were the only brick residences in Wandong at that time, so reference to ‘brick 
cottage’ in this area would appear to be erroneous, as apparently confirmed by the 
photograph which shows a weatherboard house.  
There is no indication of any structures remaining on the site in an aerial photograph 
of 1950 (see Figure 3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

14. Assessment of archaeological significance 
The site is deemed to have some potential for subsurface archaeological deposits.  
 
Given the likely construction of the buildings that were believed to have existed on the site – 
weatherboard with brick chimneys, structural evidence is likely to be limited to the remains of the 
latter, although no evidence is visible on the surface (although the site was not accessed and so 
this conclusion is based on inspection from outside).  
 
The site will probably contain the ‘halo’ of artefacts which generally accompany sites of long-term 
domestic or agricultural use, probably together with more substantial deposits in the form of 
discrete refuse pits or perhaps wells or cesspits. These deposits may provide insight in the day-to-
day subsistence activities of the occupants, and perhaps their relative wealth, diet, health and 
occupations.  
 
 

15. Assessment of cultural heritage significance Statement of Significance attached 
Historical significance 

The site is of some historical significance as that of amongst the earliest residential properties in 
Wandong.  
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Scientific significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aesthetic significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social or spiritual significance 
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16. Present use 
The site is currently an open paddock used for grazing of horses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. Threats 
Increasing development pressure on the town may mean that the site becomes earmarked for 
development in the not-to-distant future.   
It is understood that current proposals for the Kilmore-Wallan bypass may involve an expansion of the 
road reserve into the site area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

18 References/ Informants 
Wandong History Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

19. Photographs of site 
 

Please attach as separate sheet. 
 
 

 

 

20. Map showing location of site 
 

Please attach separate plan. 

Map must clearly identify assessed area and include any street addresses  
(eg excerpt from Melway and its reference numbers.) 

 

Describe in detail directions to locate the site in the future 
 

The site fronts onto the Epping Kilmore Road and can be viewed from the road reserve. 
Vehicular access to the site appears to be via the adjacent properties. 
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21. Owner & Occupier Details 
 
 

Agency ................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Owner’s name ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Contact name  ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Occupier’s name  ................................................................................................................................................. 
 

Postal address ..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Telephone ............................................................... Facsimile .................................................................. 
 

Email  address   ...................................................................................................................................................... 
 

 

Recording  Archaeologist   Ian Travers 
 

Company name Context Pty Ltd Date recorded  28/07/2015 
 

 

Other Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return completed Site Cards to Heritage Victoria via email at archaeology.admin@delwp.vic.gov.au or 
Heritage Victoria, PO Box 500, Melbourne 8002 

 

 

 
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, 
disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) and applicable laws. 
Enquiries about access to information about you held by the Department should be directed to the Privacy Officer, 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, PO Box 500, Melbourne, VIC 8002. 
Notwithstanding the above, please note that information provided to enable the administration of the Heritage Act 1995 
may be disclosed to persons with an interest in the heritage place or object particularly, and information provided as part 
of a permit application may be made available on-line where the application has been publicly advertised under section 
68 of the Heritage Act 1995. 
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1 

SITES OF HOUSES SHOWN ON 1892 TOWNSHIP PLAN, 

WANDONG 

Place history 

The property at 780 Wandong Road, Wandong, is located to the west of the junction of 
Epping Kilmore Road and Kilmore-Wandong Road. The land parcel comprises parts of 
Crown allotment 9, Section E in the Parish of Bylands. CA9/E was originally acquired by one 
David Pickup in 1880 at a price of £77 for approximately 76 acres. For the time this was 
considered a large land holding equalled by only a small number of other individuals in the 
district. 

David Pickup was one of the earliest inhabitants of Wandong and licensee of the historic 
Travellers Rest Hotel founded in 1878, located in the northern portion of CA9/E and the only 
two-storied hotel in the district (Kilmore Free Press 11 March 1915:1). In the same year the 
Travellers Rest was established, Pickup placed an advertisement in Melbourne newspapers 
describing 180 adjoining acres close to Wandong Railway Station for sale, fenced, well-watered 
with an existing “dwelling-house” (Age 15 March 1878:1). The advertisement refers to Pickup’s 
landholding of CA9/E and adjacent allotment at CA12/E – both located to the west of 
Wandong Railway Station – and describes a house at the property at this time. 

The large landholding did not sell for several years and was passed to Pickup’s son, Charles, 
after David’s death in April of 1883 (Kilmore Free Press 13 March 1884:2). Together with his 
mother Mary, Charles took over the running of the Hotel until 1887 when it was purchased by 
George Clayton of Wandong (Kilmore Free Press 29 September 1887:2). Title records show that 
CA9/E was partly reduced at the time of Clayton’s purchase, who also acquired Pickup’s 
adjacent allotment at 162, Section E. In the late 1880s Clayton donated part of his holding at 
CA9/E for the building of St John’s Anglican Church, which was positioned near to where the 
freeway entrance is now located (Pickett 2011:188). 

In 1889, blacksmith Robert Burns of Wandong purchased approximately two acres of CA9/E, 
which is described in 1892 Municipal rate books as comprising land and a brick cottage with a 
value of £20 (RB1892:804). In 1892 Burns is listed as the owner and occupier but had vacated 
the premises by the following year, at which time one William Stewart was named as the 
occupant; the property’s rateable value had risen slightly to £23 and was still described as land 
and a cottage (RB1893:703). 

An 1892 auction notice plan (Figure 1) indicates the presence of several early houses at the site 
– at least one of which was brick – as well as St John’s Anglican Church and the Travellers 
Rest Hotel. CA9/E changed hands several times and underwent a number of changes in extent 
throughout the twentieth Century, including an acquisition by the Country Roads Board of 
part of the allotment in 1972, which was gazetted as Wandong Road.  
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Figure 1 – Extract from an auction notice plan of 1892 (with north to the top of picture) showing the sites of houses along 
the west side of what is now Epping-Kilmore Road (C729). Whilst altered, the hotel remains on its current site (Source: 
Wandong History Group)  

 

 

Figure 2 – Historic photograph across the site area dating to c.1898. Given the position of the taker relative to the 
seasoning works (left of picture), Coffee Palace (to the right of the tree in the centre) and the hotel (right of picture), it would 
seem that, although actually of weatherboard construction, the house in the centre is on the site marked as ‘Brick Cottage’ 
on the 1892 auction notice plan (Figure 1). The southernmost of the buildings, marked ‘Cottage’, would thus be beyond 
the right edge of this photograph (Source: Wandong History Group)    
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Figure 3 - Aerial photograph of 1950 showing that no evidence of any structures remained in the site at that time. For 
reference, ‘Windamingle’ can be seen in the centre at the top of the image, whilst the hotel is to the right of centre at its 

bottom  (Source: Land Victoria Aerial Photography Library) 

 

Figure 4 – Looking north west across the site from the road reserve to the north of the hotel (Source: Context Pty Ltd)  
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