
Anzac Day 2020 

 

This year our Anzac Day celebrations will be a little different from previous years. 

This year I will be standing at the end of my driveway for a minute silence to commemorate all who 

have served, continue to serve and have sacrificed their lives to protect our beautiful country, and 

we will watch the live stream of the dawn service. 

Normally our Anzac Day would involve attending the service at the Broadford Cenotaph with my 

parents. We attend the Broadford service as my dad’s family are from Broadford and fought in 

World War 1. His grandfather Frank (my great grandfather) and two great uncles Ernest and 

William. 

Engraved on the Broadford Cenotaph are the names of local soldiers who didn’t return home to 

their families. There are 2 names on there in particular that hold an extra special place in our 

hearts. These are: Brown. E and Brown. W – Ernest and William. 

 

 

 

 

Below is the story of the three Brown Brothers which includes their enlistments and where they 

fought and for Ernest and William where they lay at rest. The picture under the story are photos of 

William and Ernest. It also includes the photos of their final resting places on land far away from 

home. 

 



 

 



For Frank (my great grandfather) he returned home to his family. Life for him would never be the 

same and brought with it some physical and emotional complications as expected.  

Frank was honoured with a Military Medal for his services and recognition from the local St 

Matthews Church (for those of you who know Broadford, it’s the church up near the Uniform Shop) 

 

His medals stayed with his sons for many years until it was decided to present them to the 

Broadford RSL for display (my grandfather and great uncle presented their father’s medals) 

 



Unfortunately, some years ago the original ‘Hut’ (RSL building) burnt down and with that all the 

memorabilia and keepsakes of many soldiers was lost. This included Frank’s medals. 

Since then there have been a lot of local families who have donated keepsakes they have had at 

home to the RSL to have displayed in the new building. There is now a replica set of my great 

grandfathers medals framed hanging on the wall. 

 

If you have ever been to the RSL you will notice on the brick wall at the front near the flag pole 

there are many plaques with names of soldiers, who have fought in all wars. These plaques have 

been put there by family members as a reminder on their sacrifices. William, Ernest and Frank all 

have a plaque.  

 

      



You will also notice 3 other plaques with the last name Brown. These are plaques for my 

grandfather also named Frank, and my great uncle Reg and Ev (all sons of Frank Brown).They 

were all enlisted in the Air Force as my great grandfather did not want them to join the Army after 

what he had been through. 

        

 

 

 

Recently there was a memorial board erected out in Glenaroua at the Cypress Pine Memorial with 

the names of local who have served their county through the Great War  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



This is my dad ever so proudly standing beside the memorial for all locals who served and 

especially proud of those 3 names ending in Brown. 

        

 

So yes, this Anzac Day may be a little different to the way we would normally commemorate but 

the reason we commemorate will remain the same. To take time to thank and reflect on all who 

have paid the ultimate sacrifice, served and those who continue to serve our Country.  

We thank you 

We remember you 

Lest We Forget 

 


