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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Kings Park is one of four major parks within the residential area of the town of Seymour. The 

original park was gazetted as a reserve in 1903 and was developed as a public recreation 

reserve from 1905. Since its development, the now 14 hectare site has been used for 

regional agricultural shows and as Seymourôs premier sporting venue. The park is zoned 

Public Park and Recreation and its Crown land section is reserved for the purpose of ópublic 

recreation and showgroundsô. 

The park is home to a number of sporting clubs and other community groups. It is the venue 

for a regular market and major events which attract many visitors and overnight tourists to 

Seymour. 

Council has appointed a community-based Committee of Management to manage the park 

under a Funding and Service Agreement (FASA) with Council. 

The Committee, in conjunction with Council, has planned and delivered extensive 

improvement works at the site. In 2007 the Committee developed a Master Plan, which was 

adopted by Council and has informed works at the site since.  

More recent planning has identified a number of issues at the park which have been 

considered during the development of the Master Plan 2014 ï 

- condition of a number of buildings and structures, 

- opportunity to consolidate building-based services, 

- improving the usability of some activity specific facilities by making them fit for 

purpose, and 

- lack of services for little athletics and netball. 

Dependent on further planning and feasibility work, and the availability of funding, the 

proposed improvement works include ï 

- Higher priority  (Years 1-4) ï netball facilities, little athletics facilities, sporting 

pavilion improvements, fire track renovation, agricultural pavilion improvements, 

playgroup facility upgrade, public toilet renewal,  and facilities to support use of 

the second oval. 

- Medium priority (Years 5-7) ï exhibition building upgrade, road/car park 

improvements, irrigation improvements and playground upgrade. 

- Lower priority (Years 8-10) ï cutting horse facility improvements, cricket training 

nets relocation and upgrade, main oval sports lighting improvements.  

Kings Park is a regionally significant park with a rich history. It is the only site in Mitchell 

Shire with a primary function as a showground. It is also the Shireôs premier sporting venue. 

Site infrastructure and services reflect this unique role in Mitchellôs open space network. The 

Kings Park Master Plan 2014 will inform the management of the park and future 

improvement works and priorities.  
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2. INTRODUCTION 

Kings Park is located in Tallarook Street, Seymour, extending along to Edward Street and 

Lesley Street. Kings Park is zoned Public Park and Recreation (PPRZ) and has a large 

Crown land section reserved for the purpose of ópublic recreation and showgroundsô. 

It is one of four major parks within the built up area of the town (along with Lions Park, 

Chittick Park and Goulburn Park). In addition to the four major parks, there are two major 

publicly accessible bushland parks south of the main town area (Australian Light Horse 

Memorial Park and Bushland Park). Each of the six parks has a distinct character and, 

together with the Vietnam Veterans Commemorative Walk, provides Seymour and the 

broader region with an extensive and diverse range of public open space and cultural 

experiences.  

The original Kings Park area was a lagoon and swamp. It was gazetted as a reserve in 1903 

and has been developed as a public recreation reserve since 1905.  

 

Figure 1 Kings Park Lagoon 1917 

Since development, the site has been used for regional agricultural shows and as Seymourôs 

premier sporting venue. Previously an agricultural society had operated on nearby land.  

The park has increased in size since 1905 and in the early 1980ôs, the Shire of Seymour 

acquired adjoining land totalling 3.62 hectares. When added to the 10.16 hectares of Crown 

land managed by the previous Shire of Seymour at that time, the park increased to its 

current 14 hectares. When local government amalgamations occurred in 1994, the park 

came under the new Mitchell Shire Council. 
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Figure 2 Kings Park Buildings 

A Council appointed Committee of Management (CoM) manages the whole park except for 

the Community Centre (Football Netball Club) building, which is leased directly from Council 

and Guide Hall, which is subject to a separate occupancy agreement. 

A CoM has managed the park since 1999 and, in conjunction with Council, has planned and 

delivered extensive improvement works at the site. The CoMôs success in managing, 

maintaining and improving the park reflects significant time, expertise and labour 

contributions made by volunteers. 

Current facilities include: agricultural show pavilions, exhibition hall, two sporting ovals (one 

with a turf cricket table), outdoor netball court, junior playground, picnic and barbecue 

facilities, walking paths, some  little athletics facilities, two sporting pavilions and a 

grandstand at the main oval, three public/patron toilet facilities, a guide hall, equestrian 

facilities, cricket practice nets, a CFA training track (disused) and some buildings used by 

community groups (playgroup, gymnasium, radio station and amateur theatre production). 
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The park is home to a number of sporting clubs and community groups, is used by schools 

and hosts a regular market. It is the venue for major agricultural shows and other events 

which attract many visitors and overnight stayers to Seymour.  

Adjoining the current Kings Park open space is the Seymour Bowling Club (mainly on land 

owned by the club but on some land leased from Council) and the Seymour and District 

Historical Societyôs building (on Crown land under a separate occupancy agreement with the 

state government). These sites are therefore not included under this master plan.  

3. PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Kings Park Master Plan is to establish the: 

i. strategic direction and guide future use and management of the park, and 

ii. identify capital works priorities. 

In 2007 the Kings Park CoM developed a site Master Plan, which was adopted by Council, 

and this has informed improvement works at the park since. The Master Plan is now seven 

years old and it is timely to review outstanding actions and consider new needs and overall 

priorities at this important community site. This 2014 Master Plan builds on the previous plan 

and reviews the strategic direction in the current context. 

4. PREPARATION  

The draft 2014 Master Plan was developed through consultation with the Kings Park 

Committee of Management and community groups based at the park.   

The draft Master Plan was then used as the basis for broader consultation with other users, 

key stakeholders and the Seymour and wider Mitchell community.  

The feedback was considered and has informed the final Kings Park Master Plan 2014. 

 

  



 

7 

5. SITE CONTEXT 

The park occupies land owned by Council and Crown land owned by the state government.  

Under the provisions of the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978, Mitchell Shire Council is the 

Committee of Management for the Crown land. Council in turn has appointed a CoM to 

manage the whole park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Previously, Council appointed Section 86 Committees, under the Local Government Act 
1979, to manage the day to day operations of some parks and reserves. These committees 

were Committees of Council which operated under delegation from Council. In 2011, Council 

supported these groups to become separately incorporated bodies and previous instruments 

of Section 86 delegations were replaced with Funding and Service Agreements (FASAs). 

The current Kings Park Committee of Management, consisting of user group and community 

representatives and one Mitchell Shire Councillor, is an incorporated body operating under a 

FASA. 

The FASA provides the CoM with financial assistance from Council to manage and maintain 

the park. The FASA details the CoMôs powers, functions and duties which include - 

�x developing management policies, procedures, rules and regulation, 

�x making recommendations to Council on capital works projects, 

�x seeking prior written approval from Council for any capital works, extensions, 

additions or material alterations, 

�x resolution of any usage conflicts,  

Figure 3 Aerial - land ownership 


























