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Planning and Environment Act 1987 

MITCHELL PLANNING SCHEME 

AMENDMENT C152mith 

EXPLANATORY REPORT 

Who is the planning authority? 

This amendment has been prepared by the Mitchell Shire Council, who is the planning authority for this 
amendment. 

Land affected by the Amendment 

The amendment applies to land identified in the Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 as shown 
on the figure below.  

 

Figure 1: Beveridge Township Development Plan 

What the amendment does 

The proposed amendment implements the Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 by 
implementing it into the Mitchell Planning Scheme as a background document and updating the local 
policy in relation to Beveridge Township.  

Specifically, the amendment: 

• Amends Clause 21.11-1 (Local Areas, Beveridge) to provide specific guidance for Beveridge 
Township in relation to the broader Beveridge area (including Mandalay Estate, Lockerbie North and 
Beveridge Central PSP areas).   

• Introduces Schedule 17 to the Development Plan Overlay, to apply to Precinct 3 within the Beveridge 
Township area as identified in the Beveridge Township Development Plan.  
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• Introduces Schedule 3 to the Development Contributions Plan Overlay. 

• Rezones land within the Beveridge Township area from Township Zone to General Residential Zone 
1.  

• Rezones land within the western portion of Beveridge Township area from Farming Zone to Low 
Density Residential Zone.  

• Rezones part of 9 Old Hume Highway from Farming Zone to Commercial 1 Zone to correct a zoning 
anomaly. 

• Rezones part of 79 Arrowsmith Street from Farming Zone Low Density Residential Zone and from 
Commercial 1 Zone to Farming Zone. 

• Amends the Schedule to Clause 72.03 to reflect mapping changes.  

• Amends the schedule to Clause 72.04 to include the Beveridge Township Development 
Contributions Plan 2022 as an incorporated document.  

• Amends the Schedule to Clause 72.08 to include the Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 
as a background document.  

Mitchell Shire Council is currently transitioning the Mitchell Planning Scheme to the Planning Policy 
Framework via Amendment C157mith. Amendment C157mith proposes to remove Clause 21.11 (Local 
Areas) and relocate local settlement policy to Clause 11.01-1L (Settlement). It is proposed to relocate 
policy proposed for Clause 21.11-1 to Clause 11.01-1L-07. Therefore, a draft version of Clause 11.01-
1L-07 is provided as a supporting document with this amendment.  

Strategic assessment of the Amendment  

Why is the Amendment required? 

Beveridge Township and surrounds was included in Melbourne’s Urban Growth Boundary in 2011, as 
part of the North Growth Corridor. The land surrounding Beveridge Township is bordered by the 
completed Beveridge Central Precinct Structure Plan and Lockerbie North Development Contributions 
Plan which provide guidance for long term growth and residential development in the area. The 
Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 provides guidance and key directions to ensure Beveridge 
Township integrates with the surrounding growth areas and allow for the revitalisation or the Township 
area over the next 10 to 20 years.  

The amendment is required to give effect to the key strategies and actions set out in the Beveridge 
Township Development Plan 2022 and provide guidance for successful integration into surrounding 
growth areas.  

How does the Amendment implement the objectives of planning in Victoria? 

The proposed amendment implements the objectives of planning in Victoria by improving the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the Mitchell Planning Scheme. The amendment provides for the fair, 
orderly, economic and sustainable use and development of land [objective 1(a)] by implementing the 
recommendations contained in the Beveridge Township Structure Plan 2022. 

The Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 will guide the development and integration of 
Beveridge Township into the North Growth Corridor and ensure that development takes place in a 
staged and orderly fashion. One of the central themes of the Beveridge Township Development Plan 
2022 is to connect the town to surrounding future greenfield development while respecting the character 
of the existing township. The Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 ensures that the needs of 
the future population are met by identifying appropriate connections through and to surrounding 
communities, community infrastructure, open space and commercial and industrial areas in the broader 
Beveridge and Northern Corridor growth area.  

How does the Amendment address any environmental, social and economic effects? 

The proposed amendment implements the actions of the Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 
to ensure the protection and enhancement of the existing natural wetlands at Beveridge Recreation 
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Reserve. The proposed amendment identifies opportunities to improve the amenity of the reserve and 
provide a unique open space for residents in the North Growth Corridor.  
 
Beveridge Reserve contains sporting facilities and a recently constructed community facility that is 
utilised by a range of local community groups. In addition, the proposed amendment will require paths 
and connector roads to surrounding growth precincts such as Lockerbie North and Beveridge Central .  
 
The proposed amendment will facilitate the orderly redevelopment of Beveridge Township to meet the 
needs of the growing population and allow the Township to capitalise on facilities and infrastructure in 
the surrounding neighbourhoods. Orderly and planned development in close proximity to existing 
services will provide considerable benefits and offer choice to new and existing residents.  
 
The proposed amendment supports the economic vitality of the Township by providing for long term 
growth and integration with the surrounding neighbourhoods, while identifying opportunities for 
increased tourism in relation to the historical importance of the Township.  

• Does the Amendment address relevant bushfire risk?  
 
The Country Fire Authority were consulted during the preparation of the Beveridge Township Structure 
Plan 2022 and their comments and recommendations were incorporated into the final version. The 
Country Fire Authority will be notified of Amendment C152mith. 

Does the Amendment comply with the requirements of any Minister’s Direction applicable to 
the amendment? 

The proposed amendment is consistent with Ministerial Direction: The Form and Content of Planning 
Schemes.  
 
The proposed amendment complies with Ministerial Direction No. 9: Metropolitan Planning Strategy 
which requires amendments to have regard to Plan Melbourne 2017-2050: Metropolitan Planning 
Strategy. The amendment provides long term guidance for land within the Northern Growth Corridor, in 
accordance with the Metropolitan Planning Strategy. 
 
The proposed amendment addresses the requirements of Ministerial Direction No. 11: Strategic 
Assessment of Amendments. Specifically, the amendment assists in implementing the objectives of 
Plan Melbourne, as it provides guidelines for the future role and development of a town within the urban 
growth boundary.  

How does the Amendment support or implement the Planning Policy Framework and any 
adopted State policy? 

The proposed amendment is in accordance with Clause 11 Settlement, providing guidance for the long 
term residential and commercial growth within the township.   
 
The implementation of the Development Plan Overlay ensures any development proposals will have 
regard to the environmental and landscape values of the township, in accordance with Clause 12 
Environmental and Landscape Values.   
 
The proposed amendment responds to Clause 15 Built Environment and Heritage, by facilitating the 
creation of quality-built environments to support the social, cultural, economic and environmental 
wellbeing of our communities, cities and towns. The implementation of the Development Plan will allow 
for consideration and connection of important heritage places within the township. The proposed 
Development Plan Overlay will ensure the township is integrated within the broader neighbourhoods, 
through vehicle and pedestrian connections.  
 
The proposed amendment will provide for housing diversity and ensure the efficient provision of 
supporting infrastructure in accordance with Clause 16 Housing, as the zone provides for housing in a 
range of densities while the Development Plan Overlay recognises landscape and environment values 
to be maintained in any development proposal.  
 
The proposed amendment aligns with Clause 17 Economic Development and will ‘contribute to the 
economic wellbeing of communities and the State as a whole by supporting and fostering economic 
growth and development’. It will achieve this through requiring master planning to better connect the 
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township with the surrounding neighbourhoods, providing for infrastructure upgrades to support growth 
and requiring high quality development to meet the needs of the existing and future community.  
 
The proposed amendment responds to the objectives of Clause 18 Transport, by ensuring ‘an integrated 
and sustainable transport system that provides access to social and economic opportunities, facilitates 
economic prosperity, contributes to environmental sustainability, coordinates reliable movements of 
people and goods, and is safe’. In particular, the proposed amendment requires the integration of the 
existing township with surrounding PSP areas, providing shared paths, road upgrades and green links 
for pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
The Development Plan Overlay provides for additional studies to identify the logical and efficient 
provision and maintenance of infrastructure, in accordance with Clause 19 Infrastructure. The proposed 
amendment will include guidance for the growth and redevelopment of settlements in a planned manner 
and identifies upgrades to services and facilities that will be required to serve the needs of the population 
as it grows.  

How does the Amendment support or implement the Local Planning Policy Framework, and 
specifically the Municipal Strategic Statement? 

The proposed amendment has been prepared to provide guidance for an existing township surrounded 
by growth area development and supports a range of clauses in the LPPF. The amendment facilitates 
the orderly development of an existing settlement in alignment with Clause 21.02-1 Urban Growth by 
implementing a town structure plan that establishes connections with surrounding growth area land, 
ensures that sufficient suitably zoned land is available to support the economic wellbeing of the township 
and encourages infill development to make use of existing infrastructure capacity. 

The proposed amendment helps to ensure that public open space and recreation facilities are provided 
in accordance with the needs of the community in alignment with Clause 21.02-3. The amendment 
includes strategies to better connect the township with the existing recreation reserve and open space 
in surrounding developments.  

The proposed amendment supports objective 1 of Clause 21.06-1 Urban Environment, ‘to enhance the 
presentation of towns and their main road entrances’ by supporting development that considers the 
character and identity of its setting.  

The proposed amendment responds to the objective of Clause 21.06-3 as it, ‘recognises and protects 
places of heritage, cultural and social significance,’ in particular the Post Office/ Hotel and Kelly House, 
and encourages the development of a heritage trail to link these with other key sights in the vicinity.   

The Urban Structure Plan within the Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 provides guidance 
on variety and choice in housing styles and density, as well as identifying areas for increased residential 
housing in Beveridge Township, as per the objectives at Clause 21.07-1.  

Does the Amendment make proper use of the Victoria Planning Provisions? 

The proposed amendment makes proper use of the Victoria Planning Provisions using local policy to 
provide general guidance for the form and conditions for future use and development of land in 
Beveridge Township, including the provision of infrastructure and connections to the planned 
developments surrounding the township.  

How does the Amendment address the views of any relevant agency? 

The views of key agencies including the VPA, CFA, Melbourne Water, Yarra Valley Water, AusNet, 
Transport for Victoria, EPA and Parks Victoria were sought during the preparation of the Beveridge 
Township Development Plan 2022 and their feedback was incorporated into the final plan. Further input 
from these agencies will be sought on the specifics of this amendment during the consultation period.  
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Does the Amendment address relevant requirements of the Transport Integration Act 2010? 

The proposed amendment implements the Beveridge Township Development Plan 2022 which includes 
traffic related recommendations to improve the traffic and transport system of the Township. The 
proposed amendment is consistent with the transport system objectives as set out in Part 2, Division 2 
of the Transport Integration Act 2010.  

Resource and administrative costs 

• What impact will the new planning provisions have on the resource and administrative 
costs of the responsible authority? 

 

The proposed amendment may generate a slight increase in administrative costs and the need for 
planning staff resources associated with assessing a slight increase in development applications for the 
area. These costs will be outweighed by the benefits of implementing the Beveridge Township 
Development Plan 2022 and providing guidance and certainty to applicants and the responsible 
authority to ensure developments are appropriate and do not occur in an ad hoc manner. 

Where you may inspect this amendment 

The amendment is available for public inspection, free of charge, during office hours at the following 
places: 

• Wallan Planning and Building Office, 4A and 4B (Level 1), 61 High Street, Wallan 

• Greater Beveridge Community Centre, Corner Lithgow Street and Mandalay Circuit, Beveridge 

The amendment can be viewed online free of charge at www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au.  

The amendment can also be inspected free of charge at the Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning website at www.delwp.vic.gov.au/public-inspection. 

 
Submissions  

Any person who may be affected by the amendment may make a submission to the planning authority. 
Submissions about the amendment must be received by: 16 December 2022. 

A submission must be sent to:  

Mitchell Shire Council 
Submission to Planning Scheme Amendment C152mith 
113 High Street  
BROADFORD VIC 3658  
 
Or via email: mitchell@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au  

Panel hearing dates  

In accordance with clause 4(2) of Ministerial Direction No.15 the following panel hearing dates have 
been set for this amendment:  

• directions hearing: 

To commence week of Monday 8 May 2023 

• panel hearing:  

To commence week of Monday 5 June 2023 

http://www.mitchellshire.vic.gov.au/
http://www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/planning/planning-schemes/changing-the-planning-scheme/planning-documents-on-exhibition
mailto:mitchell@mitchellshire.vic.gov.au

