
MONUMENT HILL RESERVE

HOW IS BUSHFIRE RISK MANAGED?

INFORMATION SHEET.

Monument Hill Reserve is a popular place for walking, cycling, horse-riding and discovering nature. The 68 
hectare site, situated to the east of the Kilmore town centre, provides habitat for many threatened species. The 68 
hectare site contains native vegetation which has high ecological significance in the area. It provides habitat for 
threatened species and important connectivity with adjoining areas of native vegetation in the landscape. Native 
vegetation in the reserve brings with it the risk of fire; either starting in or running through the reserve which may 
potentially cause damage to a range of assets.

WHO MANAGES THE RESERVE? 

The Taungurung people are the Traditional Owners of the Reserve.  Monument Hill Reserve is public (Crown) 
land managed by Mitchell Shire Council in partnership with the Taungurung people and on behalf of the Victorian 
Government.  A Land Use Activity Agreement (LUAA) applies to the reserve, giving procedural rights to the 
Taungurung Land and Waters Council regarding proposed activities.

BUSHFIRE RISK AND FUEL HAZARD 

Much of Monument Hill Reserve contains tree species 
with fibrous bark. These trees have a naturally high fuel 
hazard. Peppermint and Box species are also present 
and have coarsely fibrous bark with a lower fuel hazard. 
There is a relatively thin layer of leaf litter throughout 
the reserve. The understorey is predominantly annual 
grasses (see left below) and in some areas the presence 
of shrubby plants such as Cassinia species (see right 
below) create a higher fuel hazard. As part of the fuel 
hazard assessment process, these different layers 

of vegetation are combined to estimate an ‘Overall 
Fuel Hazard’ which describes the amount of fine fuel 
available on a site. This influences fire intensity, rate 
of spread and likelihood of suppression success in the 
event of a fire. Recent fuel hazard surveys conducted 
in the reserve indicate that the fuel hazard varies from 
Low to Extreme across the site, with the higher hazard 
areas associated with coarsely fibrous bark and the 
presence of shrubby plants. 

Photo 1. Understory of annual grasses.

Photo 2. Shrubby understory of Cassinia species.
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WHAT CAN I DO? 

HANDY CFA RESOURCES: 

Fire Danger Rating:  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/central-fire-district 

Prepare a bushfire plan for your property:  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/your-bushfire-plan 

Tips on preparing your property:  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-your-property 

Fire ready kit:  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/fire-ready-kit 

Tips on leaving early:  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/leave-early

Do not visit the reserve on Severe, Extreme and Code Red 
Fire Danger Rating days.  Create a bushfire safety plan for 
yourself and/or family, and prepare your property prior to 
each Fire Danger Period.  You should plan to leave early on 
Severe and above Fire Danger Rating days.

Manage gardens to reduce risk. Appropriate landscaping 
can reduce building exposure to flames and radiant heat, 
and reduce susceptibility to ember attack.

WHAT IS BEING DONE TO MANAGE THE FIRE RISK IN THE RESERVE? 

WHAT ACTIONS ARE BEING UNDERTAKEN? 

The following activities will be undertaken by Council, CFA 
and DELWP: 

>  Maintain the designated Fire Access Track for 
emergency services 

>  Council will support DELWP and CFA to conduct 
periodic planned burns in the Reserve 

>  Removal of shrubby fuel loads and saplings in 

strategic locations to create fuel breaks and to prevent 
encroachment onto tracks

>  Conduct regular inspections of assets and fuels 
prior to, and during the Fire Danger Period 

>  Work with neighbouring landowners to help them 
understand their own risks and responsibilities  

>  Promote CFA awareness and preparedness campaigns

A fuel management plan for the reserve has been 
developed (2021) based on the results of a fuel hazard 
assessment. The plan documents actions that will be 
undertaken by relevant agencies including Mitchell 

Shire Council, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) and the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
(DELWP) and will be implemented according to priority and 
seasonal conditions. 

WHAT ABOUT LOGS AND FALLEN TREES?  

Coarse woody debris (6mm and larger diameter) 
including logs do not contribute to the fuel hazard of 
the reserve, as they generally don’t burn as part of an 
initial fire front or contribute significantly to the spread or 

behaviour of a fire. Following a fire event, woody debris is 
inspected and potentially hosed down to ensure it is not 
smouldering (known as ‘blacking out’). Removal of fire 
wood does not reduce the the fuel load and fire threat.


